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LETTER I. 

MY .DEAR SIK, .. 

While far along the moral hori- >r 
zon of France the tenipeft became every 
hour more black and turbulent, the 
luring, earlier and more'profufe of graces 
than in the climate of England, arofe in 
its unfullied freihnefs, and formed a con-^^ 
traft at which humanity fickened. The 
lovely environs of Paris are not, like thofe 
of London, fo encumbered with houfes 
and buildings that you muft travel tenor 
twelve miles from town to find the coun* 
Vot. II. B try. 
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try, but, the moment you have pnfled the 
barriers of the city, prefent you with all 
the charming variety of vine-clad hills, 
and fields, and woods, and lawns. Imme- 
diately after our releafe from prifon we 
quitted our apartments in the centre of 
the town, and tried to (belter ourfeJves 
from obfcrvation in an habitation fitu- 
ated in the moft remote part of the faux- 
bourg Germain. From thence a few 
minutes walk led us to the country. 
But we no longer dared, as we had done 
the preceding year, to forget awhile the 
horrors of our fituation by wandering 
occafionally amidftthe noble parks of St. 
Cloud, the wild woods of Meudon, or the 
' elegant gardens of Bellevue, all within 
^^' ^ an hour's ride of Paris. Thofe feats, once 
the refidence of fallen royalty, were now 
haunted by vulgar dcfpots, by revolution- 
ary commiflaries, by fpies of the police, 
and fometimes by the fanguinary decem- 
virs thetnfelvcs. Often they held their 

fcftive 
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fcflivc orgies, in thofe fcenes of beauty, 
where they dared to call their, polluting 
glance on nature, and tread with profane 
fteps her haljowed reccffes. Even the 
revolutionary jury ufed fometitpes on a 
decadi, the only day of fufpenfion from 
their work of death, to go to Marly or 
Verfailles ; and, fteeped as they were to 
the very lips in blood, without being 
haunted by the mangled fpeftres of thofe 
whom they had murdered the preceding 
day, they faw nature in her raoft benign. 
afpetfV, pleading the caufe of humanity 
and mercy, and returned. to feaft upon 
the groans of thofe. whom they were to 
murder on the morrow. 
• Thofe regions of decorated beauty be- >V 
ing now forbidden ground, we confined 
our walks to fome pafturage lands near 
the town, which were interfperfed with a 
few fcattercd hamlets, and ikirted by 
hills, and were fo unfrequented, that we 
heard no founds except the fheep-bell, 
B 2 and 
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and the nightingales, and faw no human 
6gure but an old peafant with a white 
beard, who togethef with a large black 
dog took care of the flock. It was in 
theie walks that the foul, which the fcencs 
^f Paris petrified with terror, melted at 
the view of the foothing landfcape, and 
that the eye was lifted up to heaven 
with tears of refignation mingled with 
hope. I have no words to paint the 
ftrong feeling of reluctance with which 
J always returned from out walks to 
Paris, that den of carnage, that flaughter- 
houfe of man. Hdw I envied the pea* 
fant his lonely hut! for I had now al« 
mod lofl the idea of focial happinels. 
My difturbed imagination divided the 
communities of men but into two clalTes^ 
the oppreflbr and the oppreifed; and 
peace feemed only to exift with foli- 
tudei 

On the 15th of Germinal (the begi^n* 
ning of April,) the committee of public 
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fefcty, or rather of public exterihlnatiQn, 
caufed a lavir to bepafled, ordering all the 
former nobility and ftrangers to leave Paris 
within ten days, under the penalty of bet. 
ing put out of the law; which meant, that 
if found in Paris after chat period, they 
were to be led to the fcaffold without a tri- 
al, as foon as their perfons were identified. 
This law, to which my family and myfelf 
were fubjeft, was a part of the plan of 
general profcription that Robefpierrc had 
formed againft nobles and foreigners; 
and which he w^ now impatient to put 
in force. We were ordered by the decree^ 
after choofing the place of our retreat, 
to pnsfent ourfelves at the revoludonary 
committee of'onr Fei^6tiveib£iions, who 
dclivci«d to each of us net a pafiport,' 
but what was called a pafs, on which 
was written a declaration that we left 
Paris in conformity to the law of the 26th*' 
of Germinal. Thus were we condemn- 
ed to wander into the country with this 
B 3 pafs. 



( 6 ) 

cpafs, whrch was the mark of Cain upon 
our foreheads, and which under pain of 
imprifonment we were to depofit at the 
municipality where we bent our courfe; 
and we were alfo condemned to prefent 
ourfelves every tsventy-fouir hours before 
the municipality and inicribe our names 
.on a lift, which was to be difpatched 
every decade to the committee of public 
fafciy. And left the country municipa- 
Jities Ihould miftake the intentions of 
the committee, and treat particular indi* 
viduals with lenity upon their produ«* 
cing teftimonies of their attachment to 
the caufe of the revolution, thefc devoted 
Tiftims were ordered by a decree to burn 
every certificate of civifm of which they 
might happen to be in poffefiion. We 
chofe for the place of our retreat a lit- 
tle village half a mile diftant from Marly, 
and with hearts overwhelmed with an- 
guilh bade adieu to my fifter, who, being 
married to a. Frenchman, was exempted 

from 
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from the law ; and we were once more 
driven from our home, not to return un- 
der the penalty of dea*h. Our neigh- 
bours came weeping to our gate to take 
leave of us j and the poor, who were the 
only clafs which now dared to utter a 
complaint, murmured loudly at the in- 
jufticc of the decree. We were obU- 
ged to pafs the fquare of the revolmion^ 
where we faw the guillotine ereded, the 
crowd affemblcd for the bloody traged)% 
and the gens d'armes on horfeback, fol- 
lowed by vidims who were to be facrr- 
£ced, entering the fquare. Such was 
the daily fpeftacle which had fucceeded 
the painted (hows, the itinerant thcatre^^ 
the mountebank, the dance, the fong, 
the ftiifting fcenes of harmlefs gaiety, 
which ufed to attradl the cheerful crowd 
as they pafled from the Thuillcries to 
the Champs Elifees. 

When we reached the barrier we were 

ftopped by a concourfe of carriages filled 
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/with former nobles, and were obliged to 
wait till our pafTes were examined in our 
turn. The proceffion at the gate was 
fingular and affcfting. Moft of the fu- 
gitives having, like ourfclves, deferred^ 
their departure till the laft day, and it 
being the forfeiture of our heads to be 
founjj in Paris the day following, the 
demand for carriages was fo great, and 
the price exaftcd by thofe who let them 
out, and who knew the urgency of thie 
cafe, fo exorbitant, that a coach or cha- 
riot was a luxury which fell only to the 
Jot of a favoured f^w. The greater num-» 
ber were furpifhed with cabriolets, which 
jfeeqMid from their tottering condition 
Ic^newh^t enoblematical of decayed no- 
bility; and many who found even thefp 
crazy vehicles too coftly, journeyed m 
Abe c^rt? Y^hjch tra^qfported their furni- 
ture, fcated upon the chairs they were 
^ADyeying to their new abodes. 
^V We reached our little dwelling at the 

hour 
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hour of fun-fct. The bills *crc fringed 
with cloudsj which ftill refleftcd the 
fading colours o£ the day ; the woods 
were in deep flaadowj a foft veil was 
thrown over nature, and ob)e(^ indif-^ 
tindly feen were decorated by imagtnaciaa 
with thofe graces which were moft con* 
genial to the feelings of the moment* 
The air was full of delicious fragrance^ 
and the ftiUnefs of the fcene wa^ only dii^ 
curbed by fopnds the moft ibothing ia 
nature, the foft ruftUng of the leaver, or 
the plaintive notes of the wood--pigeofu 
The tears which the fpedacle c^ the guil- 
lotine had petrified widi- horror, novT 
flowed again with melancholy luxury^ 
Our habitation was /kuaced within ^ few 
paces of the nobk park of Marly ^ and 
the deferted alleys overgrowo with long 
grafs — the encun^bering fr^ments of 
rock, over which once feU the mimic caf« 
cades, whofe ftreoms noloinger murmur^-^ 
thcpiks of marble wbiiHi once formed tfaifc 
B 5 bed 



( to ) 

bed of cryflal bafons-^the fcattered ina« 
chinery of the jets d*eaux, whofe fourco 
are dried«^the fallen ftatues-^^t^ defaced 
fymbok of feudality — the weeds fpringing 
between the ftone fteps cf the afeent to 
the deferted palace — the cobwcbbed win* 
daws of the gay pavillions, were all m 
unicm with that pcnfivenefs of mind 
^hkh our prefent ctrcumftances nata- 
rally excited. And here, where we could 
fee nothing of Paris but the didant dome 
x>f the Pantheon^ we fhould have been 
Jkfs unhappy, if we had not too well 
known that the committee of public 
fafety had not fcnt ilobles and foreigners 
into the country to enjoy the freftinels of 
rural gales, or the beauty of the opening 
fpnng,^ buif as the firft ftep towards a ge* 
neral profcript ion^ and as we pafled 
every evemng through the park of Marly,, 
in OFder to appear before the municipa- 
lity^ thae appalling idea '^breathed a 
itfowner horror avei: the woods.'' We 

wcncr 
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vere again refcucd from the general da» 
ger by the two benevolent comofiiflaries 
of the revolutionary committee of oiwr 
fedtion, who when they came to conduft 
us toprifon had treated us with fe muck 
gentlenefs, who had afterwards reclaimed 
us of the adminiftration of police, and 
who now, unfolicited and even unaflccd^ 
went to the committee of public fefcty, 
declared they would anfwer for us with 
their lives, and caufed us to be put into- 
requifition ; a form which enabled us to 
return to Paris, and thus fnatched us from 
the clafs of the fufpeded and the pro- 
^fcribed. To their humanity we probably 
owe ourexiftencc -, and I (hall ever rccoU 
U& with gratitude that noble courage 
which led them amidft the cruel impulfe 
of revolutionary government, the move-- 
ment of which was Accelerated as k wcm: 
on, to paufe and fuccour the ! uoforto*^ 
nate. I have the fatisfa&ioa of adding,, 
that thofe commiflaries arc now at iibert;^ 
fi 6 oa 
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CB account of th^ir general good coo- 
dudy whik fcarccly any other members 
q£ reroludonary conunittees have efcaped 
impiifonaient. Our benefa&ors have iri« 
deed a right to this honourable ex- 
ception; who, although appointed the 
iflunediate agents of terror, the order of 
the day, . r^ulated their a&ions by the 
/eternal code of humanity. 

A fliort time before our departure from 
<Faris, the guillotine, upon which fo man/ 
innofcent vidtims had been facrificed, for 
QDce ftreamed with the blood of th)e 
-guilty: 

. *« The guilly ob,!^ were of life bereft : 
** Alas! the guilty only thea were left 1'* 

LVCAV'S PHA&tALU» 

One of (he ffcr^ts of Robefpierre's go- 
v^moieot W9S to employ ^ th^ (t^p-lad* 
ders ot his ambition amn wboft charac- 
ters neie markfid :with opprobrium, qr, 
ftaifitfL«itiic]»fnes« Su^h 011:9 wfitt beft 

fuited 
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fuited to his purpofc •, fince they were 
not likely to paufe in ihe execution of 
his orders, depending upon his favour,, 
perhaps^ for (helter from legal punilh- 
ment •, and when they had fulfilled the 
part he allotted them, and he no longer 
flood in need of their agency, he had fu£^ 
ficicnt addrefs to lead them to make feme 
extravagant propofition,'wliich be deno- 
minated uUra-revaluHenary^ and for which 
he fent them to the fcaffold,even with the 
approbation of the public.^ Such wfts 
the fcntiment excited by the execution of 
Hebert, one of the chiefs of the municU 
pality of Paris, whofc arreft by the com* 
miffion of twelve, previoufly to the thirty, 
firft of May, had ferved the confpiracors 
as the fignal for ringing that fatal tocfin 
which was the knell of liberty. Heberc \V 
was the naan who upon tl^ trial of Marie 
Antoinette outraged all tlie feelings of 
nature, by an accufation which wrung 
from hf r burfting heart chat affeding ap- 
peal 
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•pcal to every mother who was prefcn^ 
It was he who loaded her with the indigr 
jiity of grofs abtife, and poured the bit- 
ternefe of infult into the cup of deaths 
He foon after a6ted again at the revolu^ 
tionary tribunal the part of evidence 
againft the twenty-one; thofe virtuous 
patriots, the Sidneys- and the Ruffels of 
their country, whofe martyrdom has beca 
avenged, not as they wi(hed, but as they ' 
predi6ted, by fcenes of uni verfal defolation 
and defpair. 

Heberc was commonly called Pere di>i 
Chcfne, on account of a daily paper he 
publilhed, bearing that title. In this 
-paper he profeffed to tread in the fteps 
of Marat, and indeed he proved himftdf 
worthy to be his lineal fucceffor. He 
had the fame infatiabic thirft of blood.; 
Jic demanded with the feme vehemence 
the heads of all confpirators, nobles, banH- 
€t&9 writers and merchants, the fadion 
^ fcdcralifts„ and the faftionof Pitt and 

Cobourgj. 



Goboarg. Tlxyfc mild demands wcw 
breathed in the hirguage of the loweft 
vulgar : every line waa enforced by aa 
oath, and every period rounded by an im- 
precation. CamiUe DernH>ufin3, after 
drawing the eharadler of ttis. joiipnal; 
concluded, by faying that k was written 
." pour faire les dclices de Coblentz, et 1« 
fcul efpoif de Pitt*." Such, was Hebert I 
who;having fuccceded with hia^ colleagues 
jof ' t]i€ municipaHty :in aecomplifhing 
what they, called the revolution of .thd 
.31ft of May) felt with indignation that 
his revolutionary genius was forced to 
bend before the, genius of Robefpicrre, 
and djeterminod to immortalize the monthf 
of Ventofeby a nevij revolutioiiw - ' : 

. Tjhey had bidierto met With fuch 
i^lendid fuccefs in infurreflion^ thac 
they;b€^an^ tOitlMtik it was navery^dif^i 
£cult , ent^f prjiie^ ]k>w that the routine 

'• '-.I ; !.'•■••/ V.' . . , ./. i. 

^ To fprm the, delight of CoblentZ|and the only 
^ « wa& 
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was IcBoi^n. It was but to ring thie tocfin^, 
beat the generate, put the city under arms, 
take the direftioii of the military force, 
overthrow tht committee of public fafc^ 
ty, and fcijsc the reins of government. 
The ides of March, however, proved^as 
fatal to the dominion of the red cap, as 
they had heretofore done to that of the 
purple robe. In vain Hebert mounted 
the tribune at the Cordeliers, aflerted that 
tyranny exifted, and caufed a black veil 
to be thrown over the table of the rights 
of man^ — In vain the fe&ion <^ Marat 
declared itielf in infurreftion: the other 
fe£tioo8 of Paris were of opinion, that to 
go fiom the committee of public (kftty tx^ 
the municipality was flying from Scylh 
to Charj'bdis^ and though all France 
groaned under the tyranny of the com- 
mittee, there was little hope that the 
wounds of the bleeding country would be 
healed by men who were the leadei^ of 
maflacre, and the preachers of Uic agra* 

riaa 
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rian law. The Parifians therefore ap- 
.plauded tile decree which fcnt Heberc 
and twenty of his co-adjutors in revolu- 
tionary crimes to that fanguinary tribu- 
nal, which, after a mockery of trial, or- 
dered them to execution, •• and bade the 
cruel feel the pains they gave." There 
appeared fo much of recributioa in the 
circumftances that attended the death of 
Hebert and his colleagues, that it feemed 
as if Heaven were vifibly ftrctching forth 
its arm to punifli the guilty. For it is re- 
markable enough, that they were not 
tried fbr any of the multiplied crimes 
they httd convowttcd^ tot for having af- 
ierted that tyranny exiftcd : a facced truth 
\k^Ach every heart fwelled to acknow* 
ledge, though no lips but theirs had 
dared to give it utterance. — The behavi- 
our of Hebert and his aflbciates upon the 
approach of death was far different from 
that of the innocent fuffercrs who had 
confciences void of reproach. Along 

thofe 
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thofe fubterraneous galleries where all 
the light which entered was ** darknefs 
vifible^'* terrific phantoms covered with 
blood feemed to purfue their fteps, and 
with menacing looks prepare to drag I'hem 
to abyflcs of deeper horror: they fan- 
cied they faw the headlefs trunks of mur- 
dered viflims encumbering the ground ; 
they heard human groans and (hrieks 
founding hollow through the vaulted 
paflages -, while the knife of the guillo- 
tine, like Macbcth's aerial dagger, hung 
fufpended before their affrighted imagi- 
nation. Anacharfis Clootz, a Prufliaa 
baron and a member of the national con- 
vention, known by the title which he con- 
ferred upon himfelf, of orator of the /ra- 
man race, fuffered death with this band 
of ruffians. He was alfo a preacher of 
blood; but, cruelty being the order of the 
day, what moft diftinguilhed him from 
others was not the ferocity of his prin- 
ciples, but the chimeras of his imagina- 
tion.. 
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tion. His publications which were nir-* 
mcrous, were always dated Paris^ chef lieu 
du globe* •,'* and he ferioufly propofed^ 
that as foon as all the potentates of the 
eaj-th were overihrown, an event of which \ f 
he had a bird's eye view from the begin- 
ning of the French revolution, the'peoplc ; 
of every nation (hould fend their reprc* 
ifcntatives to Paris, who (hould be ho^ 
noured with feats in the national aflea>» 
bly of France, and there form an univer* 
fal republic, of which France fliould be 
the centre, and the other kii^domsof the 
world th^ departments. He propofed for 
inflancc, that as foon as the deputies 
of the Englifh nation arrived,: England 
ihould take the name of Le departement 
deiaTamUet. . 

Soon after the memorable loth of Au- v 
gufl:, AnacharQs marched to the bar of 
the legiflative affembly at the head of a 

* Paria, capital of the globe. 

f The department of the Thames, 

number 
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number of men he had hired to rcprelcnt 
the natives of every quarter of the glob^ 
and who were clad in the refpeaivc 
drefles of the people they perfonated^ 
This cmbafly of the human race dc*- 
clared, by the organ of their common 
orator Anacharfis, their admiration of 
the French republic, and their attachmenc 
-to its. caufe. The conclufion of this 
drama JJiowcYcr wasilefs fplcndid thaa 
•the opening fccnc at the bar of the con*- 
mention ; for the next morning the door 
i>f 'Anacharfis w.as t^fet with Italiajos^ 
iJermans, Swedes, Poles, Jews, Turks^ 
and Ruffians, clamoroufly demanding to 
ix paid : but none were more iwitfy in 
thcirvocifcrations than aCalmuck Tariaii 
and an Indian of the banks of mc Ghis^ 
who menaced their orator with the ven- 
geance of the whole fauxbourg of St. 
Antoine, if he refufcd to pay them for the 
lofs of their day's labour, and the hire of 
their drieflcs. Anacharfis, after much aU 
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tcrcation^ came to a compromife with the 
deputation of the human race, who de- 
parted not very well fatisfied with their 
champion. — Clootz met death with more 
firmnefs than might have been expedted 
from his general charaftcr, and his athe- 
iftical principles. Hebert and his col- 
leagues paflcd their time, when together, 
like the fallen fpirits in Milton, in mu- 
tual accufation, till Clootz with a loud 
voice recited to them thofe well-known 
lines : 

^* Je revois ccttc unit, que de mal confum6, A 

Cote ^ cote d*un gueux on m'avoit inhum^ ; 
Et que, blefle pour moi d'un pareil voifinage. 
En mort de qualit6 je lui tins ce langage.'' 

This citation had the effeft he wiflied : 
they became reconciled to each other; 
and Clootz, whofe only apprehcnfion ^( 
was left any of them fhould die in reli- 
gious belief, preached atheifm to them 
till their laft figh. 

The death of Hebert was the fignal 

for 
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for throwing oflF the hideous mafquerade 
of fanfculottifm, in which all the world 
had been arrayed during the winter, in 
fijbmiffive deference to his interpreta- 
tion of equality. Immediately after his 
execution, the fcene fuddenly changed : 
black wigs, red caps, failors* jackets, 
and pantaloons were call: afide 5 and the 
eye was refrefhed with the fight of 
combed locks, clean linen, and decent 
apparel ; — while the women, who for 
fome months had reluftantly bound up, 
their hair beneath the round cap of the 
peafant, now unfolded their trefles, per- 
fumed anc' powdered, to the vernal gales, 
and decorated in whatever manner they 
thought proper, provided the national 
cockade formed one of their ornaments. 
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LETTER II. 



L HE execution of Hebert and his 
colleagues was foon followed by that of 
a conliderable number of the mountain 
deputies, among whom were Danton and 
Camille Defmoulins, names not un- 
known to fame in the annals of the re- 
volution. Danton had afted a diftin- 
guiftied part on the political theatre, be- 
fore Robefpierre had been heard of; and 
Camille Defmoulins, on the day pre- 
ceding the taking of the Baftille, had the 
glory of being the firfl man in France 
who placed the national cockade in his 
hat, and called upon his fellow- citizens 
to (hake off the fetters of defpotifm. 
And furely it was glorious to be a leader 
of the revolution -, for, although the fun 
of liberty, like the orb of day when feen 
6 through 
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through oppofing mills, has been 
turned into blood, its dawning beams 
ivere radiant, and it will again fhake ofF 
the foul vapours that have hung around 
it, and fpread that unfullied light which 
c?ehi]arates all nature. 

Robcfpierre was not deterred from 
marking Danton and Camille Defmou- 
lins as his viftims, by the confideration 
that Danton had faved him at the mo- 
ment when Louvet*s reprefentation of 
his crimes on the 2d of September had 
fo ftrongly ex,cited the indignation of 
the convention, that a decree of accufa* 
tion was on the point of being hurledT 
againft him \ and that Camille Defmou- 
lins had been his fchool-fellcw and 
his friend. But^thc tyrant felt that Dan- 
ton was too " near the throne ;" and 
Camille Defmoulins had awakened all 
his fury by an appeal which he made to 
the people, in a paper called the ^< Old 
Cordelier/' and which found an echo 
S in 
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m every heart. The cxqeffive feverity 
of the revolutionary law againft the ful- 
.pefted had excited Defmouh'ns* indig- 
nation ; and in a happy parallel between 
t!ie capricious tyrannies of the Roman 
emperors and thofe of the co:nmittees. 
of government*, he expanded the glow- 
ing precifion of Tacitus into charges fo 
-extremely ludicrous, that they honoured 
lord Shaftefbnry's axiom, that ridicule is 
tTie teft of truth. This publication made 
fome atonement to humanity for the mif- 
chiefs which his former writings had 
produced ; above all, that cruel pleafantry 
upon the party of the Gironde, on which 
tlreir aft of accufation was founded. The 
atonement came too late; tyranny was 
eftabliftied ; and Camille Defmoulins pe- 
rilhed, to ufe his own words, " for hav- 
ing (hed one tear over the unhappy." 
Several other deputies fufFered at the 

* Sec Appendix, No. I. 
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fame time ; and Camille Dcfmoulins ob- 
fervcd when he was going to the fcaffold, 
" Robcfpicrre fait des coups pcrces de 
la convention," alluding to the mode 
of cutting down the forefts in France by 
portions, which are marked to be hewn 
at certain periods. The pcrfon mod re- 
gretted among the deputies who now pe- 
riflied was Philipeaux, who having been 
fent on a miflion to the Vendee, made 
known at his return the horrors of which 
he had been a witnefs, and was dragged 
to the fciafFold for having dared to lift 
up the veil which the confpirators had 
thrown over their crimes. Fabre d'Eglan- 
tine, who had been one of the founders of 
the revolutionary government and the 
auxiliary of Robefpierre, perifhed unla- 
mented. He poflcflcd fine talents for 
literature, and had written a celebrated, 
comedy, entitled Philinthe^ It was ob- 
ferved, that he had carried the fpirit of 
intrigue which prevailed in his comedy 

into 
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into the pare he had aded as legiflator. 
The Iqve of fame, the prevailing paflion 
of authors, he felt ftrong in death *, and 
all his thoughts feemed fixed upon a co-* 
medy of five ads, which he had de- 
pofited at the committee of public Mcty^ 
and of which he was afraid Billaud Va* 
renncs would take the credit. Fabro 
d'Eglancine was alfo the author of the 
new French calendar. Danton, while at 
the Conciergerie, oEtcn converled with 
the prifoners acrofs the bars of his dun . 
geon. He feemed afhamed of having 
been duped by Robefpierre, with whom^ 
by means of a common friend, he had 
an interview a few days before he was 
arrefted, in order chat they might come to 
an explanation. Danton, after a long 
converfation, finding that he was unable 
to move the implacable Rjobefpierrc, who 
liftened to him with a look of infulting 
malignity, (hed fome tears, and left the 
room, faying, " Je vois que mon fort 

C2 ' eft 
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eft decide, mais ma mort fera votrt 
rumeV This prcdidion was fulfilled :; 
for no Iboner had Robefpicrre rid him« 
ielf of all his rivals than he prefTed for- 
ward with a more rapid courfe towards 
^f his own deftrudton. Dan ton in his 
dungeon expatiated continually on the 
charms of nature, on the beauties of 
rural fcenery, and the peace of rural 
Ihades. " In revolutions,'* cried he, ** the 
power always remains in the hands of 
villains. It is better to be a poor ii(her* 
man than to govern men. Thofe fools ! 
they will cry * Long live the republic !* 
on feeing me pafs to the fcaffold. — This 
day laft year I caufed the revolutionary 
tribunal to be inftituted. I a(k pardon of 
God and of men; it was not that it 
jhould become the fcourge of humanity; 
it was to prevent the renewal of the 

• " I fee that my fate is decided, but my death 
will be your ruin.** 

maflacres 
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maflacres of September." Camille Dcf-- 
nioulins and Danton, who had both pof- 
feffed confiderable powers of eloquence, 
defended themfclves at the tribunal with 
fo lofty a fpirit, and treated their judges 
with fo mueh-difdain; that at length ir- 
ritated by their contempt ^nd the fallies 
of their wit, and impatient at theinper- 
feverance* in vindicating- thenrfelves whc^ii 
it was determined they (hould die, the 
public accufer fenr a letter to the con- 
Yention, informing them that the prifon- 
crs were in- a ftatc of revolt againft the 
tribunal. The committee of public fafc- 
tf caufcd a decree to be paffcd which 
put them out of the law, and fent in- 
ftantly to execution all fuch of the ac- 
cufed as dared to infult their judges. In 
vain Danton called upon Barrere, upon 
Billaud Varennes, and upon other members 
of the committee of public fafety to ap- 
pear in evidence. Danton was left to 
his fate, and fent with his colleagues to 
C 3 cxecUf* 
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execution. At the gate of the Coneicr- 
gcrie, while the executioner was placing 
the condemned deputies in the carts^ 
Danton amufed the crowd who were 
looking on by many fportive obferva- 
tions. He faid to Fabrc d'Eglantine^ 
who was a poet, ** Eh bien, nous de* 
viendrons tous poetes, nous allons tous^ 
faire des vers **'* On his way to the 
fcafFold his head was bare, and many 
perfons were ftruck with its rcfcmblance 
to the medals of Socrates. He behaved 
with remarkable firmnefs, converfing with 
thofe who were placed in the fame carr^ 
and fometimes anfwering the cries of the 
populace by looks of ftrong indignation. 
When he was tied to che plank he caft 
his eyes upwards to the fatal knife, and 
his countenance and figure affumed an 
expreffion of magnanimity with which the 
fpe{5tators were deeply penetrated. 

* An equivoque on the word vers^ which m 
French fignifies worms as well as verfes. 

"Pale 



( 3^ ) 

** Pale lieads of Marian chiefs are borne on high, 
Orheap'd together on the forum He ; 
There join the meeting flaughtcrs of the town. 
There each performing villain's deeds are known.*' 
Lucan's Pharsalia. 

A proof of the horrible oppreffion under ^'j 
which we groaned, was, that we lament- 
ed the fate of Danton — of Danton, the 
minifter of juftice on the 2d of Septem- 
ber, and one of the murderers of liberty 
en the 31ft of May ! Yet with all thefe 
crimes upon his head, Danton ftill pof - 
tbSbd fonie human afFedlions : his mind 
w^s ftill awake to fome of the fenfibili- 
lieS of ournatufe^ his temper was frank 
end focial, aiid humanity in defpair leant 
Vipoil hitii ias a fort of refuge from its 
wt)rft oppreflbh A week afcer the death 
of CamilleDefmoulins/hiswife, a charm- 
ing woman of twenty-three years of age, . 
was led to the fcafFold. For her fate 
no eye except thofe of her barbarous 
ges refufcd a tear. - Her execution 
C4 . forms ' 



( 32 ) 

forms an cpocha in the annals of the re- 
volutionary government; (ince on that 
occafion, for the firft time, a confpiracy 
fuppofed in a prifon became the pretext 
for murder, and multitudes afterwards 
perifiied the viftims of that fatal inven- 
tion. Camiile Defmoulins was in habits 
cf friendfhip with Arthur Dillon, an Iri(h 
genera], who had bravely defended the 
pafs in the foreil of Argonne again ft the 
Fruffian army, and who held the highetl 
rank in the fcrvice of the republic. Soon 
after the. 31ft of May, he was arretted 
with multitudes foupfonn^s d^ilre/u/peili*, 
and was confined in the priron of the 
Luxembourg. His hopes of regaining 
his liberty retted upon the influence of 
his friend Camiile Defmoulins, and he 
was deeply afrccled by the intelligence 
of his being fent to the revolutionary 
tribunal. In his affll&i'on he made ufe 
of fome imprudent expreflions to a fel- 

* Upon a fuffiiclon 0/ being fufpe^cd. 

low 
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low prifoner, and feemcd to flatter him- - 
felf with the hope that the people would 
not fufFerfuch a patriot as Defmoulins 
to perifh. The wretch to whom Dillon 
confided thefe fentiments had the atro- 
city .to. write a denunciation againft him 
to the committee of general fafety, with 
the view of purchafing his own freedom 
by the life of his unfortunate compa-- 
nion. Dillon had alfo, a few days before 
Defmoulins perifhed, written a letter ta ' 
his wife, cxprcfling his fympathy in her 
misfortunes, and his hope that the inno-/ 
cence of her hulband would yet triumph. 
In this . letter Dillon enclofed three 
ihoufand livres. ,A11 thefe. circumftances 
were made known to the committee ; and 
a. few days after the execution of Def- 
moulins, Dillon, the turnkey to whom' 
he had offered the letter, and Madame 
Defmoulins in thefirft tranfports of grief 
upon the lofe of a huiband whom fhe 
tenderly, loved, were fent by an order 
C 5 ■ of 
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of the committee to the Conciergcrie to 
take .their trial at the revolutionary tri-. 
bunal. It appeared upon the trial that . 
the turnkey had refufcd to take the let- 
ter;^ upon which Dillon had dipt it into- 
his pocket; which the turnkey perceiv- 
ing, returned it to him immediately, and. 
Dillon tore it in pieces. Madame Def- 
moulins, it was therefore clear, had never- 
received the letter or the three thoufand 
livres enclofed.. She anfwered the inter- 
rogatories of her judges with the candour 
of innocence, and the fweet complacency 
of her manner fenfibly affefted the fpec- 
tators. Thofe affaflins in the robes of 
juftice condemned Dillon to die as the 
cuthor of a confpiracy in the prifons 
againfl: the fecurity of the French peo- 
ple ; the turnkey was fent to death for 
having had fufficient humanity not to 
make a declaration to the police of Dil- 
lon's propofition refpe£ling the letter-, 
and the unfortunate Madame Defmou- 

lins 
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lins was dragged to the fcafFold becaufe 
a letter was written to her which it . rvf. 
was clearly proved had never been fent. 
In the firft anguifh of reparation from • 
the objeft of our affeftions, death ceafes 
to be an evil j and Madame Defmoulins 
deplored her hufband too tenderly to re- 
gret that they ^ere going to be re-united 
in a happier ftate of exiftence. She 
drefled herielf in while, and with fome 
care; and went. with a placid fmile upon 
her countenance to execution, (^nverflng 
with her companions in the cart, particu- 
larly with the wife of Hebert, who was 
put to death at the fame time, and- met. 
her fate with equal firmnefs. It was one 
of the Angular chances of thefe revolu- 
lutionary moments, that Camille Def- 
moulins, who with the pointed fliafts of 
his wit had overthrown the idol of the 
populace Hebert, perifhed himfelf but a 
fortnight later •, and that his own wife and 
the wife. of Hebert, fcated on the fame 
C 6 fton 
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ftonc in the Concicrgcrie, deplored their 
mutual lofs, and were led together to the 
Icaffbld. The people, as Madame Def- 
moulins pafTed along the (Ireets to exe- 
cution, .could notrefift uttering exclama- 
tions of pity and admiration. *' Comme 
elle eft belle ! elle a Tair fi doux ! quel 
dommage qu*clleva perir*!" At the foot 
of the fcafFold (he embraced the wife of 
Hebert, bade her companions in the cart 
farewell,^ and refigned hcrfelf to the exe- 
cutioner with the ferenity of an angeh 
Dillon went to death with great com^ 
pofure^ and, as he pafied to execution, 
bowed to a friend of his and mine whom 
he faw in the ftreet. Far different from 
the meek and placid refignation with 
which Madame Defmoulins made the 
facrifice of life in all its bloom and frelh- 
nefe, was the behaviour of Chaumctte 
procureur of the commune, and Gobet 

♦ ** How beautiful flic is I how mild flie looks ! 
what a pity ihe ihould perlfhr*^ 

the 
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ilie archbifhop of Paris, who periflifed ab 
the fame time. Their afped teftificd thao 
Death appeared to their perturbed fpirits^ 
not in the form he wears to fuffering 
kinocence, to whom he comes the meA 
fenger of peace, but armed with all hm 
ftings, and clad in all his terrors. 

Chaumette, one of the leaders of tho 
confpiracy.of the 31ft of May, faw him'^ 
felf dragged to the fcafFold by the maa 
whom he had powerfully contributed to 
raife to fupreme eminence, and for a. 
nieafure by which he expedled to confirm 
bis own popularity, which was over-^ 
throwing the altars of the catholic church«: 
And Gobet, the. archbiftiop of Paris, ^ 
weak old man, whom Chaumette and 
Anacharfis Clootz had perfuaded to go 
with' the municipality to the bar of the 
convention, and at fixty-feven years of 
age declare that the profeflion of his life 
had been impofture, that he renounced 
the chriftian faith and his ecclefiaftical 

dignity, 
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dignity, and demanded that the churches 
confecrated to religious worihip fliould 
henceforth become the temples of Reafon,- 
was puniihed for his apoftacy with death. 
Robefpicrre embraced the new do6lrine 
till the church was defpoiled of all the - 
treafurcs with which fuperftition had en- 
riched it, and foon after abolilhed the • 
diiodary feafts of the goddefs Reafon, and 
fcnt her high priefts Gobet and Chau- - 
mette to the guillotine. One of the few • 
inftances of fortitude in death exemplified . 
by pcrfons who had neither the confciouf- 
nefs of innocence nor the fentiment of. 
fympathy to footh their minds in fo ; 
ieverea trial, was that of the former. 
4uke of Orleans, in whofe life nothing 
was worthy of applaufe except his manner 
of leaving it. The remembrance of the r 
vote he had given againft his unfortunate 
relation Lewis XVL from motives of 
perfonal vengeance and ambition, could 
not but gnaw upon his heart, and depreft 
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Ms fpirit, and muft have been minglccB^ 
not only with a feeling of indignatiotf 
againft the wretches who made him fuiFer - 
li^on falfe pretences, but with all the • 
anguifh of remorfe for having joined their - 
party ; by which aft of debafement he 
had incurred not only guilt, but its fpeedy 
' puni(hment. Yet notwithftanding fuch 
refleftions could not fail to embitter his . 
lafl: moments, he went to execution with 
a.calm dignity worthy of a better mind.. 
Nor did he gratify the populace by. be- - 
traying any emotion when the cart in 
which he was placed flopped for ten . 
minutes before the gate^ of the Palais- 
Royal, the fcene of a life of luxurious 
pleafures. He looked at the building 
with apparent unconcern ; and whatever 
pangs of recoUcftion might ftrugglc at 
his heart, his behaviour exprefled no fen- 
timent but that of magnanimity till he 
expired. 

The refignation and courage with 

which 
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which the vidims of this cruel tyrannT" 
in "general refigned life were truly ad-- 
iwirable* Many young perfons, after re-, 
cciving their act of accufation, compofed 
vcrfcs written with a pencil at the table 
where they partook their laft repaft witb 
their fellow- prifoners. The following^ 
written by a young man of twenty-foun •' 
years of age, to his miftrcfs, the .night be*: 
fore his execution, arc fimple .and affeftr-: 

ing: 

I. 

^ff L^heure avancc ou je vais mourir, . 

* L'bcurc fonne et la mort m'appelle : . 

Je n'ai point de laches d^firs, 
Je ne'fuirai point devant ellc : 
Je-meurs plein de foi, plein d'honneur ; . 
Mais je laiffe ma douce amie 
Dans le veuvage et la douleur— - 
Ah ! je dols regretter la vie ! 

II. - 

Demain, me&yeux inanimes 
Ne s*ouYriront plus fur tes charmes ; 
Tes beaux ycux i'l'amour fermea. 
Demain fcront noy^ de lannes. 

u 
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X.a mort gkcera cette main ^ T] 

Qui m'unit a ma douce amie t 
Je ne vivrai plus fur ton fcin— 
Ah ! je dois. regretter la vie ! 

IMITATION. 
I. 
The hour that calb to death is ncar^ 
It brings to me no throb of fear ; 
The breaft that honour arms, can brave 
The murderer's fteel, tV untimely grave % 
But thou^ to whom I gave my heart. 
From thee for ever muft I part, 
And leave my mourning love to figb I ^ 

Ah, ^18 a cruel talk to die I 

II. 
To'znorrow, my cloi'd eyes no more 
Shall gaze on beauty I adore i 
To-morrow, fadd'ning every grace, 
Unceafing tears fhall bathe thy face | 
To.morrow, chill'd by death's cold grafp,^. 
This hand no longer thine fhall clafp { 
From thee for ever I fhall Uy— • 
Ah, 'tis a cruel talk to die ! 

Among the crowds who were led to J^^ 
the guillotiae, two perfons only difphyed 

ftrong^ 
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ff rong marks of difmay and terror. One 
of thefe pcrfons was Madame du Biirry, 
the mi/lrefs of Lewis. XV. She had 
been induced to leave England, where- 
(he paired fome time after the revolution,, 
and return to France, in order to fecure 
her property ; and foon after the 31ft o£ 
May was led from her beautiful pa* 
vilion at Lucienne, to a prifon iii Paris>^_ 
by one of the agents of terrorifm^ who, I 
am forry to. add^ was an £ngli(hman«: 
The prifons, to ufe a French mode of ex- 
preffion, in a Ihort time became the antU . 
chambers of the fcaffold; and Madame^ 
du Barry*s mind was imprefTed ftrongly 
with a prefage of her fate. Whenever, 
the door of her chamber in the prifon , 
opened, (he was feized with violent trem* 
bling, and fometimes.with fainting fits*. 
At length the fatal fumjnons ,to the re- / 
yplutionary tribunal arrived. The chief, 
evidence againlt her was a negro (lave, ^ 
wjiom (be had reared frpman infant, and . 



( 43 ) 
to whom flie was fo much attached, that 
he was generally to be found in her 
apartments •, and one day Lewis XV*. 
fportively created him governor of Lu- 
cienne, with a penfion of fix hundred 
livres a year, which this viper, who ftung 
the bofom thatcherifhed him> ftill enjoys* 
One of the moft flagrant teftimo- 
nies which were produced of Madame 
du Barry's counter-revolutionary prin* 
ciplcs was Mr. Pitt's pifture, which 
flic faid had been given to her the 
night before her departure from Loa* 
don by lord Thurlow. This unfortu- 
nate woman was condemned to die; 
, and a perfon of my acquaintance who 
was at that time a prifoner in the Con-» 
cicrgcric toid me^ that (he was deluded 
with the promife of parcjon provided fhe 
would difcover the fpot where (he ac- 
knowledged that feme treafures were 
concealed 5 but no fooner were they 
found, than fhe was ordered to execution. 
During her paflTage thither (he appeared 
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almoft dead, and leaned her head upon the 
(houlder of the executioner. But wherr 
flie reached the fquare of the revolution^ 
the fight of the inftrument of death rallied- 
her finking fpirits, and called foEth the- 
moft cruel agonies of reluftant nature 
She rent the air with her fhricks, and 
was deaf to the expoftulations of Noil^ 
a deputy of the Gironde who periflied at- 
the fame time, and who encouraged her 
to refign hcrfclf taa fate which^was in- 
evitable. Her convulfcd frame acquired 
extraordiflaryLftrength : fhe ftruggled with 
her executioners, and, after a conflict at 
which humanity ihudders, was forced ta 
undergo the fatal itroke, and releafed; 
from frantk defperation. 

With Madame du Barry, periftied the 
banker Vanderuyvcr, and his two fons,^c- . 
cufed of being her accomplices in fending 
money into England, and alfp of having 
suded the knights of the poniard, as theys 
WSCe. called, in the cba^teaupf .the ThuiU. 



( 45 ) 
lerics on the memorable loth of Auguft^ 
^although twenty-five witnelTes attended 
to prove that Vanderuy ver had not quit- 
ted his houfe during thewholeof that day^ 
But thofe who firft appeared in Jiis favour 
being -arrcftcd as they went out of court, 
ihe others made their efcape, and left ihi« 
unhappy family to their fate. 

Their real crime was their gr^atwealtTn 
which it was thought expedient to feize. 
On this account bankers were the objedts 
of particular .profcription ; for although 
the great revolutionary financier Cambon 
had one day called them all together, and 
favoured them with an harangue of con- 
iiderable length upon the value of paper 
money, and the worthleffnefs of gold, 
which he aCcrced every real lover of his 
country ought to defpife as drofs, and of 
which he exhorted them to rid thcmfelves 
as faft as poflible; it was feared that 
in fpite of this precious morfel of elo- 
quence, an obftinate attachment to me- 
tallic 
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Gallic coinftill lurked in the hearts of the 
'bankers, who were for the moft part 
-puniflied for this grovelling predikaion 
^f -with death. Of this number was Laborrfe, 
' once the banker of the court, and now 
:guilty of a revenue of two milMons of 
Jivres. This refpedtable old man was 
dragged to the fcaflFold at feventy- fix years 
of age, although fmce the firft epocha 
of the revolution he had given unquef- 
tionable proofs of his attachment to its 
tcaufe, and the magnificence of his dona- 
tions were more than proportionate to his 
wealth. His firft patriotic gift was twenty 
thoufand louis % he had fent all the fine 
horfes with which his ftables were -filled to 
the municipality ; he had lodged troo]3sof 
national guards at his houfe •, and above 
all, he had been the father of the country 
where his fine feat of Meriville was 
placed. The year before his death I had 
pafled fome very agreeable days at that 
noble manfion, where ftrangcrs properly 

recom- 



-( 47 ) 

recommended . were received and enter- 
tained with the moft fplendid hofpitality. 
The pleafure-grounds had been formed 
in a flat fitqation unfavourable to beauty. 
With immenfe labour and expence paC* 
toral hills arofe, and jutting rocks hung 
over cryftal waters, or were worn into 
fragments by the fall of lavifli cafcades. 
A beautiful Grecian^ temple reared its 
Corinthian pillars upon a broad green af- 
cent, and amidft the deep rectiTes of 
-fpreading oaks a monument was ereded 
to Captain Cook. Perhaps the decorated 
fcenes of Meriville are fomewhat too 
richly hung with ornaments; but in crcat* 
ing thig blooming Eden, which was th^ 
work of years, Monf. Laborde had given 
employment to the w hole country. For a 
great extent of fpace round his dwelliiig 
no wants were felt which his friunificenc« 
was not eager to relieve 5 and when the eye 
faw him, it blefTcd him. Nor was th^ 

good 
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good he conferred confined to the pre- 
cinfts of his own poflcflions. The Parrs 
markets were often fupplied with fuch 
articles of living as were moft wanted, at 
the very time when its owner was lan- 
guifhing in prifon. With tears and la- 
mentations his tenants heard of his con- 
finement. Whole villages and munici- 
palities crowded to the bar of the con- 
vention, and claimed the ifcniargement of 
their common benefadtor, but in vain. 
The rich fpoils of his chateau were too 
tempting to be refifted, the feizure of his 
immenfe property was an expedient of 
finance, and as a preliminary ftep to its 
confifcation he was put to death. • 

I have mentioned among the miilti- 
tudes who perifhed, that Madame du 
Barry and one other perfon only were 
remarked for having betrayed fymp- 
toms of weaknefs and ferror in their 
iaft moments. You will be furprifed to 

hear 
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hear that this perfon was general Cuf- 
tjne. 

Who combats bravely is not therefore brave :* 
He fears a death-bed h*ke the meaneft flavc. 

This unfortunate general, although ac- 
cuftomed to look upon death with intre- 
pidity in the ranks of battle, flirunk from 
it in a form of horror for which he was 
unprepared* His fo*i, an amiable and ac- 
compliftied young man, who fuffered a 
few months after as the accomplice of hh 
father, becaufe he had given proofs of 
filial affeftion, behaved with admirable 
courage. I fliall tranfcribe a letter which 
he fent to his wife on the day of his excu 
cution*. 

This interefting young woman had the 
courage, during the. trial of her father- 
in-law the general, to fit at his feet at the 
tribunal, to wipe the .damps from his 

* See Appendix, No. II, ,- 
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"brow, to animate his failing fpirits, and 
calm the agitation of his mind by her 
foothing attentions. After feeing her huf- 
band dragged to the fcafFold, (he was 
thrown into prifon, from which ftic was 
one of the laft perfons releafed. 
O/ Early in tte fpring Madame Elizabeth 
' was brought before the revolutionary tri- 
bunal. The only crime that 'could be 
imputed to her was that Hie was the filler 
of a king, and had (hewn that fteadfaft 
fidelity to her brother, which in generous 
minds, whatever might be their political 
opinions, would have excited fentiments 
of efteem and admiration. She had taken 
no part in thofe fatal fchemes of crooked 
policy, which, by fteking to feize once 
more that defpotic power which the will 
of a mighty nation had torn from its 
grafp, loft that limited empire, and that 
circumfcribed dominion of which it might 
ftill have held pofleflion. But whatever 
were ibe errors of Lewis XVI. or the 
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ykes of Marie AntaincttCi no blame was 
by any party imputed to the princcft 
Elizabeth. She had neither (hared in the 
intrigues or thelicentioufnefs of the court. 
All that was known of ^er in profpcritf 
was her virtuoUs maqncrs, and her chari*- 
table difpofition; and in ad verity, her tin* 
Ihaken friendfliip for her brother, and her 
piety and refignation to God. She had fuf- 
fered not only the moft fevere extremes of 
calamity, but all thofe indignities, wonts^ 
and hardfliips^ which could give misfdr* 
lune a keener edge % for, during the ty- 
ranny of Robefpierrej the forms of dew 
cency which had till then been obferved 
were altogether difrcgardcd. She^Vvho had 
been ufed to the long train of attendants 
of the moft fplcndid court of Eurdpe^ was 
compelled to perform the mo(t mental 
offices herfelf ; to drefs her fcanty rtcal, 
and to fwecp the floor of her prifon. In 
fuch circumftances, with no ray of hope 
to cheer the gloomy towers where (he was 
D 2 immure^. 
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immuitd, excq>t that hope which was 
fijced on a better date of exiftcncc^ — (he 
probably looked upon death as her moft 
ibothing refuge, and therefore met it with 
tFanquiilityandfil-mnefs. Ifhalltranfcribe 
Ber examination at the revolutionary tri- 
bunal, not only as a proof of the calmnefs 
and dignity with which (he anfwered the 
interrogatories of her barbarous judges, 
but alfo as a fpecimen of the manner in 
which the trials at this fanguinary court 
were condu&ed even before the period ar- 
rived when all enquiry, all form was laid* 
alide, 

Trial of Madame Rlizab'eth, as puilijhed 
;V, ai the Time by the Tribunal. 

Prejident to the Princefs Elizabeth. Where 

were you on the 12th, 13 th, 14th of July, 

1 789 ? had you any knowledge of thofe 

confpiracies ? 

Elizabefb. I was with my family. I 

had 
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had IK) knowledge of any of th(^ xon^ 
fpiracies of which you fpeak, and the 
events whkh. then took place, I was far 
from either forefceing or fcconding. 

Court. When the tyrant your brother 
6ed to Varennes^ did you not accompany 
him ? 

Elizabeth. Every confideration led me 
to f6llow my brother; and I made it s 
duty cben^ as I fhouid have done on mf 
<«^r occafion, » 

Oouft. Did you not appear at the ffl- 
faiTious* a^d fcandaloas orgies of the body- 
guat'd; and did you no^t walk round the 
table vrith Marie AntoiAette, to induce 
eiKrh of the guefti to repeat the horrid' 
oath which they Tiad fwotft to tkttrmi- 
nate every patriot, \ti drdet to ftifte libert]^ 
in its birth, and re-eftablifti the tottering 
throne? * . \ ^ 

Elizabeth. Such orgies I believe hcVef ' 
took place ; but T declare that I was in no 
manner whatever informed of their having 
D 3 hap * 
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happened, and never bad any concern in 
them. 

Cwrt. You do not fpeak truth : and 
your denial can be of no ufe to you, when 
it is contradided on one fide by public 
notoriety, and on the other by the likeli- 
hood which there muft be in every fenfi- 
ble man's opinion, that a woman fo inti- 
mately connected as you were with Marie 
Antoinette, both by the ties of blood and 
thofe of the ftrifteft friend(hip> could not 
but be a fharer in her machinations, and 
favoured them to the utmoftof her power. 
You were therefore neceflarily in league 
with the wife of the tyrant ^ you pro-, 
yoked the abominable oath taken jby the. 
fatellites of the court, to exterminate and 
annihilate liberty in its birth ; you have 
likewiie provoked thgfe bloody outrages 
done to the precious fign of liberty, the 
three-coloured cockade, in cauHng your 
accomplices to tread it under foot. 

Elizabeth. I have already faid that all 

thefe 
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thefe things were foreign to my charaftcr. 
I have no other anfwer to give. 

Court. Where wc^e you on the loth. 
Auguft, 1792 ? 

Elizabeth. I was at the palace, my 
ufual and natural refidence for fome txnac 
paft./ 

Court. Did cot you pafs the wight from 
the 9th to the i oth of Auguft in your bro- 
ther's chamber; and did you noj hold 
fecret conferences with him, which ex- 
plained to you the end or motives of all- 
the movements and preparations which 
were making before your eyes ? 

Elizabeth. I paffed the whole night 
which you mention with my brother ; I 
never left him ; he had a great deal of 
confidence in mej neverthekfsl remarked 
nothings which indi,cated any thing of 
what afterwards paffed. 

Court. Your anfwer is both untrue and 

improbable; and a woman, like you, who 

has Ihwwn during the whole courfe of the 
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revolution fo marked an oppofition to 
the new order of things, cannot be be- 
lieved, when (he would wifh to make us 
think that Ihe was ignorant of the caufes 
of the meetings of every fort which took 
place near the palace on the eve of the 
loth of Auguft. — ^^^ill you tell us what 
hindered you from going to bed on the 
night of the 9th of Auguft ? • 

• Elizabeth. I did not go to reft, becaufc 
the conftitiited authorhies canieto inform 
rhy brother of thfe agitation and ferment 
which prevailed aniorg the inhabitants of 
Paris, and of the danger which might 
pVobably refuit from ir. 

■ Ccuft. It is in vain' for you to diffem* 
ble, efpecially after the different confef- 
fions of Capet's wife, who aflerted that; 
you had attended the orgies of the body, 
guard, that you had fupported her amiclft 
her fears and apprehenfious on the icth 
of Auguft, for the interefts and the life' 
of Capet, But what you will not be* 

' abk 
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•able to deny is the adivt? pan tvhich ybu* 
took in the adlion that happened between 
the patriots, and the fateliites of tyi-anfiy. 
It was your 2eal and your eagcmeft t6 
ferve the enemies of the p?6ple,^hich 
niade you provide them With bulfctj^ 
which you took pains yourfelf to chew, 
as they wefe to be fired againft patriots, 
and deftined to mow th^m dovni.' It is 
tjie prayers which it is vycli known yoU 
made, that your brother *s partifans Iholild 
be vifi:orious,' and encouragements of 
every kind which you gave to the af** 
faffing of the country : what do you la/ 
to all this ? 

Elizabeth. All thefe things which are >!f/: 
imputed to me, are fo many indignities 
which I am far from ever having fulUefl 
myfclf by committing.' 

Court, Previoully to the (hameful diglit 
of the tyrant to Varenncs,*did vou hot 
take away the diamonds of the crowri^ 
and did you not fend them t^ Artois? 

Elizahettf. *' Thefe* diamonds* we're not 
D 5. feat- 
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fcnt to d'Artois •, I only placed them in 
the bands of a confidential perfon. 

Court. Will you inform us with 
whom you placed thefe diamonds ? 

EUzahtb. Monf. de Choifeul is the 
perfon with whom 1 chofe to make this 
depofit. 

Court. What* ate become of thefe 
diamonds which you entruHed to monf. 
de Choifeul? 

EUzabitb. ' I am altogether ignorant 
what is become of them, not having had 
an op{H)rtunicy of feeing M. de Choiieul. 
I have not concerned or troubled myielf 
about them. 

Court. You are impofing on us in 
every anfwer you give, and efpccially 
with refped to the diamonds; for apro*- 
ces- verbal taken on the 12th of December 
1799, by reprefentatives of the people, 
who knew what they were about in the 
jiffair of the diamonds, ftates in an unde- 
niable manner that thefe diamonds were 
kiix to d'Artois. Have you had any 

cor- 
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corr^sfpondence with your brother, the ei- 
devaut Monfieur ? 

Elizabeth. I da not recolkA to have 
had an^, efpecially fince fuch corrcfpon* 
dence was prohibited. 

Cimrt. Were you not yourfelf anxious 
in drilling the wounds of the aiTaflinS' 
lent to the Champs Ely fees by y.our bro*^ 
thcr againft the brave Marfcillois? 

Elizabeth. I never knew that my- 
brother had fent aiTafTins againft any one* 
whatever. If I have ever chanced to al- 
(ift in dreding the wounded, it was hu- 
manity only that could have infiuenced' 
me : it was. not neceffary for vn£ to-be. 
informed what was the caufe of their 
misfortunes- to hefitate whether I fliould 
afford them relief;., and if I make no merit 
of this, I do not imagine that you can xrc^ 
pute it to me as a crime. 

Court. It is difficult to reconcile thefe 

fcntiments of humanity to which you pre- 

tend, with that barbarous joy which you 
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difcovcrcd, when you faw ftreatns o£ 
blood flowing on the loth of Auguft. 
Every thing leads us to bclierc that you 
were huniane only towards the raffafliAS 
of the people, and that you have all -the 
favagenefs of the moft blood-thirfty beafts 
towards the defenders of liberty. So far 
were you from giving any alTiftance to tile 
laft, that you provoked the maflacre by 
your applaufes : fo far were you from 
difarming the murderers of the people,, 
that you lavilhed on them handfulls of 
inftrumcnts of death, by means of which 
you flattered yourfelvcs, you and your 
accomplices, with the re-eftabli(hment of 
defpotifm and tyranny, fkre is the hu- 
manity of the rulers of nations, who have 
at all times facrificed mankind to their 
caprice, their ambition, or their avarice. ' 
The prifoncr Elizabeth, whofc defence 
conlifts in denying ei'ery charge brought 
againft her, will (he be honeft enough to 
agree that fhe has fed little Capet witb 
*3 '- hopes 
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fcopes of fuccceding to his fatlier's throne, 
and that by thefe means (he has provoked' 
to royalty ? 

EHzabeth. ' Ihaveconvcrfecffamiliarl]^ 
with that unfortunate child, who Is dear 
to. me on more than one account j and I* 
gave him all thofe confolations which; 
appeared to me likely to reconcile him to 
the lofs of thofe Who- had given, hinv , 
birth. '*'.'* 

" 'Court. This is fay iiig in other words^ 
that you fed little Capet with thofe pro. 
jefts of vengeance which you and yours 
have never ceafed forming againft libei:tyj 
and that you Aatrercd yburfelf with build- 
ing up. agaiti'the' Wrecks of a broken, 
thrbhc by ddbging it with the blood of 
the patriot^.'*— Here the trial ended,.* no, 
. witnclfes We're called,' and the prifonef 
was condeftined witliout fiarther examiruj. 
tibn. ' " " ' .- 

Madamb Eliizabeth betrayed fome emo-^ 
tion at the fight of the guillotine; but (be 

recovered 
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recovered herfelf immediately^ and waiced? 
calmly at the foot of the icafibld, till 
twenty.five perfons who periihed with her 
were put to death, her former rank bdng 
ftilL fufficicncly remembered to give hcc 
a title to pre-eminence ia punifhmcnt* 
'^f Sometimes araidfl: thefe horrors^ the moft 
kidicrous violations of th^ laws of na* 
tions took place ; s^nd we might have- 
fmiled at the abfurdities of our tyrants^, 
if they had been mingled with Icfe atrx)- 
city. The revolutionary committee of 
Cette, in the department of Herauk^with 
a noble defiahce of ail ordinary forms 
and obfervances, thought fit to put ia 
requifition not only lome mules belong*- 
ihg. to the conful of a northern court, 
and a cart which was his property, but 
the conful himfelf to be theu- driver. 
The reqliiruron was figncd by William 
Tell, Brutus, Marat, Cato, and Cefar., 
Whether the conful was of opinion, that 
fiich great namcs^ were not to be trifled 

with, 



with, or whether he thought that driving 
mules was a fafer occupation than cdn* 
tending whh-tigers, is uncertam ; but it 
is well known that he fubmitted himielf 
with pafllve obedience to this fans-culotte 
edict, till the 9th of Thcrmidorj after 
which period he ient to Paris to conv- 
plain of the indignity he had fufFered,, 
and demanded the chaftizement of WU-^ 
liam Tell and bis colleagues. 
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^Y, It would require the pencil of a maftcr 
to trace in all its dark colouring that 
pifture of calamity and horror which 
"F«ris prefented at this period. A deep 
and filent gloom pervaded that city, 
where heretofore every heart bounded 
with gaiety, and every eye fparkled with 
delight. The citizens in general faw with. 
ftupefied terror ihofe proceffions of death 
which daily encumbered the ftreets, and 
the feelings of fympathy and indigna- 
tion were repelled by the fenfe of that 
perfonaL danger from which no indivi- 
dual was fecurc. Even in his own habi- 
tation, and in the bofom of his family, 
no man dared to utter a complaint but 
in anxious whifpers, left a fervant fliould. 
over-hear the forbidden cxpoftulations 

of 
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c^hum;mity, and denoitnce hitn as acoiin-- 
ter-revolwtionitt^ Many perfons wearied 
of fpecVacles of horror put an end to their 
exi Hence ; and fpmc who de fired to die^ • 
but flirunk from giving thc^Rfc!N?es» iht' 
ftroke of death, took meafures to beiftnt 
before the revolutionary tribunal^ whuf^i- 
they knew aflaflios were ever ready. The 
ufual means employed for this pwrpolewas - 
the cry of " Vive le roi !*' words which 
riiany young women who had loft their* 
parents or thefr bvertfah the fcaffold re-* 
peated m the phrenfy of defpair, and 
found them,, as they wiflied, -apaffport to 
the tomb. Well might' the people of 
France have exclaimed in the words bf 
our divine poet, 

<^ Alas poor country^ almoft afraid to \\ 
know itfelf! It cannot be called. our 
mother, but our grave, where nothing,^ 
but who knov^'s nothingj, is once feen to 
fmlle ; where fighs and gfoans and ftrieks 
that rend the air are made, not marked \ 

where 
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where violent forfow feems a moderu 
ecftafy : the dead man*s knell is there fcarce 
afted for whom : and good n)ct\*s lives 
expire before the flowers in their caps, dy- 
ing or ere they ficken/' Macbeth^ 

>( The beginning of the month of Prai« 
rial, a man of the name of Admirs^ 
formed the defign of afTaffinating Robef* 
pierre and CoUot d^Herbois : he failed 
in the attempty was fci^ed, and fent to 
the.Conciegerie, A few days after Amee 
Cecile Renaud, a gicl of nineteen years 
of age^ whofe fenfibility it appears was 
Angularly afiedted by the fcenes w^hich 
were palling before her, and whofe ima* 
gination perhaps was fomewhat difordered 
by thofc terrible impreflTions, had the 
courage, while an armed nation bowed 
before its affaflins, to enter alone and^ 
vnarmed the monfter's den, and, as it 
would fecn)„ with the intention,, at the 
expence of life, to point out to her 
countrymen the tyrant under whom they 
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groaned. Cecile Rcnaud went one mora-, 
ing to Robcfpierre*s h(kifc, and enquired 
if* he was at home. She was aniWered 
in the negative ; and being aiked what 
ftie wanted, replied that (he carae to fee 
what fort of thing was a tyrant. Upon 
this declaration flie wa$ inftantly kd to 
the coronatttce of general fafety^ and 
went through a long examinations She 
again declared with the fame fimplicity^ 
that (he had only gone becaufe (he want- 
ed to fee a tyrant^ and upon being 
fearchedj no o£fen(ive weapon was found 
Dpdn her, and all that was contained in a 
little bundle which (be held under her 
arm was a change of linen, with: which 
fhe faid (he. had provided herfeli^ know* 
ing (he (hould want it in prifon^ The 
conduct of this heroic young woman 
fuiuii(hed the tyrants with an opporcunjtf 
of murder too favourable to be aegled^- 
cd. They inftantly proclaimed that a 
vafl: plan of confpiracy againft the Jives 
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of thofe renowned patriots Collot 
ci*Hferbois and Robefpierre had been 
formed by traitors within the prifons, 
and traitors without. 
^ The father, mother and aunt of Ce- 
die Renaxid were led with herfeif to the 
Conciergerie, where (he was again inter- 
rogated, and threatened that her whole 
family ihotild perifh with her, if (he did 
not confefs her intemfon of afTalBnating 
Robefpierre. She repeated what (he had 
ftid at the committee •, and added, that 
they might pitt her to tJeath if they 
thought proper, but, it (he dcfcnred to 
die, it was not for any intention to aflaf- 
fmatc, but for her anti-republitan fenti- 
ments. CeciJe Renaud, who was very 
young and handfome, was drcfled with 
fdme care, and perhaps coquetry. Her 
ajbpearance led her lavage judges to in- 
vent a new fpecics of queftion in order 
to bring her to cortfefliom. By their 
direftions (he was (Gripped of her own 
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clothes, and covered with fqualld and dif<^ 
gufting rags, in which cpnditian flie was 
made to appear in the council-chamber 
and undergo a new interrogatory^ where 
the fame menaces were repeated, and 
where (he anfwered as (he had done be-^ 
fore; and with great Spirit rallied licr 
judges upon the abfurdity of trying to 
fhake her-purpofc by a mode of punilh* 
ment fo contemptible. Notwitbftanding' 
no proof of any intention to affaffinate 
Robefpierre could be brought againft 
bcr, (he togetber with her whole family 
was put to death. Her two brothers^ 
who were fighting the* battles of the re- 
public on the frontiers, were ordered to 
be conduced to Paris, that they might 
(hare her fate -, but the tyrants were too 
impatient for blood to wait their arrival^ 
and owing to this circumftance they 
efcaped. 

With Cccile Renaud pcriflhed not only ^V 
her own family^ but (ixty-nine perfons 

were 
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>ere brought from differeot parts 
and dificrenc prifons of Paris, who 
had never feen or heard of each other 
till they met at the Conciergerie» and 
were together dragged before the tribu- 
oal, and declared guilty of one common 
confpiracy. Their trial only laded a fuffi- 
cient length of time to call over their 
names; none of them were permitted to 
make any defence; the jury declared 
themfelvesfatisfied in their fouls and con- 
ftiences; and the devoted vidkims, covered 
with the red cloaks worn by afiaffins on 
their way to execution^ were led to death. 
Among thofe who perifhed on this occa« 
(ion were madame Sainte Amaranthe, 
her daughter^ who had married Monfieur 
Sartine the Ton of the ex miniftcr, and 
who was now only in her nineteenth 
year, and one of the moft beautiful wo* 
men in France^ and her brother, who was 
but feventecn years of age. A friend of 
mine was confined in the fame prifon 

with 
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with this family. A fervant from the 
outfidc of the walls had made madame 
Saintc Amaranthe undcrlland by figns 
that her Ion in-law, who had been con- 
fined in another prifon, had perifhed, and 
that ihe hcrfelf was in danger. Sh^ went 
immediately to her daughter, and faid to 
her, ** Your hufband is no more, and it 
is very probable that we fhall follow him 
to-morrow to the fcaffold — No rears — 
this is "no time for foftnefs — we muft pre. 
pare to meet with courage a fate ihat is 
inevitable/* The next day pafled, and 
no fuminons to the Conciergerie arrived ; 
but on. the night following at eleven 
o'clock a huiflier entered madame Sainte 
Amaranthe's chamber, and told her (he 
was wanted beJow. The call was well 
underftood. " And are not we too 
wanted?** cried her fen and daughter. 
«* Certainly," ianfwcrcd the huiffier. 
They both flew to their mother, threw 
their surms round hcT neck, and exclaim- 
ed. 
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«d, « Wc ihall die together !" The next 
\ day they perifhcd. Fouquier Tainvilie, 
the public accufer, that monfter, " hor- 
' ribly trick'd with blood of fathers, mo- 
thers, daughters,fons,bak*d and impafted 
with the parching ftreets," placed hitnfclf 
at a window of the Conciergerie clofe to the 
gate through which the prifoncrs pafied, 
in order to afcend the carts which, were 
to carry them to execution. There he 
feafted his atrocious -foul with the fight 
of fixty-nine vidims, covered with affaf- 
fins* cloaks *, and obferving among them 
fome young women, particularly the 
lovely madame Sartine, walking towards 
the vehicles of deathwith that firmnefs 
which belongs to innocence-, '^ How bold 
thofe women look!" cried Fouquier, en- 
raged at their calmnefs; ** I mufl: go and 
fee if they fhew the fame effrontery on 
the • fcaffold, even if I ftiould lofe my 
dinner r 
^•/ ^ Robefpierre had .now attained nearly 

the 
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the fummit of his hopes ; and his igiio- 
ranee being equal to his vanity, he did 
not perceive that the few fleps he had co 
climb before he could grafp at abfolute 
dominion, mu(t be trodden with cautious 
prudence V fince he had advanced fo far, 
that, if he was now compelled to defcend^ 
it could only be by a defcent which would 
lead to death. He had deftroyed his 
moft powerful rival Danton ; but his 
fpies and emiflaries, and above all his 
guilty confcicnce, told him that more of 
his colleagues mud fall to give him per- 
fed fafety. He read in the countenances 
of the deputies, in the filent gloom with 
which his edicts were fandioned, that 
new ilorms gathered over his head ; and 
he prepared, in conjunftion with Cou- 
thon, the means of putting the lives of 
all thofe who oppofed him more abfo- 
lutcly in his power. In the mean time ^ 
he thought fit tci amufe the people by a 
feftival in honour of the Supreme Being, 
Vol. II. E whofc. 
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^hofe tKiftence he had lately proclaimed^ 
and whofe name he had dared to utter 
vith his unhadlowed lips. The plan of 
the feftival was arranged by the cele- 
^|V brated painter David; he, whofe mind 
' '; the cultivation of the finer ans has had 
no power to foften i who, not fatisfied 
99ithdjfplaying x>n canvafs thofe fcenes 
of fanguinary guilt which from the hor-- 
rors they excite furniih fit fubjeds for 
xhe pencil, has contributed to give them 
in his bleeding country ^^ a local habi* 
ration and a name;" who, inftead of che- 
Tifhing that facred flame of enlightened 
liberty which is connefted with the fub- 
limer powers of the imagination, was the 
lacquey of the tyrant Robefpierre, and 
the friend of the man of blood, Marat; 
^ho, •ambitious of recorded difgrace, of 
immorial ignominy, debafed the nobleft 
•gift of heaven, genius, and employed his 
degraded pencil in tracing the hideous 
features X)f the oionfter Marat, while jl 
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groaning people were compelled to bow 
the knee before the image he had fet up; 
and who^ at the tribune of the national 
convention, infulted all common fenfc 
and decency by a comparifon which, 
from its audacious abfurdity, excites as 
much ridicule as indignation. " Cato, 
Ariftides, Socrates, Timoleon, Fabricius, 
and Phocion,** exclaims the panegyrift 
David, *• ye whole venerable lives I ad- 
mire, I have not lived with you — but I 
have known Marat !" (bleffed compen- 
fation !) ** I have admired him like you, 
and pofterity will do him juftice !** Yes, 
David, repofe with your idol upon the 
civic crowns, the palms and laurels won 
by revolutionary meafures, and doubt 
not that posterity will do ample juftice 
both to you and Marat. Pofterity wiU 
indeed be fpared the ta(k of overthrow- 
ing his altars, (ince they are already in 
the duft ; and while the offences of many 
of our vulgar tyrants will be forgotten 
£ z with 
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'with their ignoble names, David's (hanie 
will be as durable as his celebrity. 

While I am upon the fubjeft of Marat 
and his friend, I cannot help obfcrving, 
that nothing appears more ft range to us 
in this country than the opinions which 
arc formed in England of the public 
characters of France, not by the enemies 
but by the friends of the French revolu- 
tion. That Briffot, Guadet, Vergniaud 
Ihould receive no incenfe of applaufc 
from thofe who perhaps lament that the 
kind's cattle of the Baftille was over-, 
thrown, is natural ; but when we hear 
Mr, Sheridan fpeak in the houfe of com- 
mons of the faaion of. the Gironde^ and 
when we read in Mr. Gilbert Wakefield's 
anfwcr to Mr. Paine's pamphlet his re- 
mark upon the Brijfotine faRion^ we are 
filled with aftonifliment. They might 
with as much propriety talk of thci fac- 
tion of Sidney, of Ruffel, and of Hamp- 
den. Such obfcrvations arc blafphcniies 

indeed 
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indeed from the lovers of liberty ; they 
who ought to pronounce with veneration 
the names of thofe iiluftrious martyrs, 
who, after the moft honourable ftruggles 
for their country, (hed their blood upon 
the fcafFold in its caule, with heroifm 
worthy of the proudeft days of Greece 
or Rome. But though the iron fceptre 
of revolutionary government has re- 
ftrained the groans, the lamentations, of 
a mourning nation for the fall of its beft 
defenders ; and though the flavilh pen of 
the MonUeur^ from which Europe re- 
ceived French intelligence, applauded 
the affaflins of liberty j though Briflbt, it 
was aflerted, had filled his coffers with 
Englifli gold, while his widow was lan- 
guilhing with an infant at her breaft, 
with no other nouriHiment than bread 
and water, in one of the dungeons of 
Robefpicrre, and at this moment exifts 
with three children " deeped in poverty 
tothe vpry lipsj** yet with becoming pride 
E 3 " ^ dif. 
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difdaining to folicit fgpport, till the me- 
mory of her hufband has received, as it 
^ fhortly will do, feme mark of public 
atonement and public honour; hiftory 
will do juftice to his charafter — hiftory 
will judge between Briffbt and Robe- 
fpierre, between the Gironde and the 

^f Mountain. Hiftory will not confound 
thofe fanguinary and ambitious men who 
paflcd along the revolutionary horizon 
like baneful meteors, fpreading dcftruc- 
tion in their courfe, with thofe whofc ta- 
lents formed a radiant conftellation in the 
zone of freedom, 'and diffufed benignant 
beams over the hemifphere till extin- 
guiflied by ftorms and darknefs. 

perhaps it will not be difplcafing to 
you to read the following iketch of Brif- 
fot, traced by Madame Roland, who was 
intimately acquainted with him, and who 
was fo admirable a judge of charafter. 

^f^ " Briflbt came to vifit us : I know 
\ nothing more pleafant than the firft in- 
terview 



( n ) 

tcrview of thofe who, diough C0Qnedte4' 
by correfpQodcnce, have never fcen each 
other. We look with earneftncfi to fee if 
the features of the face bear any refem- 
blance to the phyHognomy of the fbul» 
and if the figure of the perfon confirms 
the opinion which we have formed of the. 

OM&d. 

• " The fimpUcity of Briflbt's manners,, 
bis franknefa, \m natural negligence^ 
ftemed to ms in perfeft harmony witli^ 
tbe aufterity of his principles: but I 
found in him a fort o£ lightnefs of tsiva^ 
and character which was not very confift« 
cnt with the ferioufncfs of a pbilofepher. 
This difpofition always gave me uneafin 
tiefs, and his enemies always, took ad-^ 
vantage of it. Tiie more I became ac«^ 
quainced with him, the greater wa^ m]P 
efteem. It is impofEble for any one t9 
unite a more perfedt difintereftednefs to 
a more ardent zeal for the public fervice^ 
er feel with fo perfeft a forgcifulnds of 
£ 4 his 
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his own intereft a greater defire of do- 
ing good. But his writings are more fit- 
ted than his pcrfon to efkA it, becaufe 
they have all the authority which reafon, 
juftice and knowledge give to literary 
works, while his figure, from its want of 
dignity, infpircs no refpeft. He is the 
bed of human beings ; a good hufband^ 
a tender father, a faithful friend, a vir- 
tuous citizen. His converfation is as mild 
as his charader is eafy. Confident, even 
to imprudence, gay and fprightly as a 
youth of fifteen, he was formed to live 
with the wife, and to be the dupe of the 
wicked. As a well-informed politician, 
and (ludying during his whole life the 
difierent relations of ibciety, and the 
means of procuring the greateft quantity 
of happinefs for the human race, he was 
well acquainted with the nature of man, 
and altogether ignorant of the charaders 
of men. He knew that vice exifted, but 
he never could believe him to be a vi- 
cious • 
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cious man who fpoke to him with an 
open countenance ; and when he difco- 
vered fuch perfons he treated them a$ 
fools whom he ought to pity, without 
taking any precautions againft them. 
He could not hate: his mind, though 
very fufceptible, had not folidity enough 
for fo vigorous a fentiment. His know- 
ledge was fo cxcenfive, that all literary 
labour was to him extremely eafy ; and 
ke compofed a treatife with the fame fa^ 
cility as another would copy a fong : an 
experienced eye therefore will difcern in 
his Works, together with an excellent 
fund of information, the hafty touches of 
a rapid and fometimes a flight mind. 
His adtivity, his good humour, never rc- 
fufing to join in any thing which he 
thought ufeful, have given him the air of 
meddling in every thing; and have fub-. 
je£ted him to animadverfions as an in- 
triguer by thofe who were eager to find 
fault. A curious kind of intriguer in- 
E5 . dcedl 
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deed! a man who never thought of him- 
felf, or even the intereft of his friends ^ 
who is as incapable as he is averie to 
look after his own concerns ; who is no 
tnore afiiamed of poverty than he is afraid 
of death, confidering both as the ufual 
reward of public virtues. 

" I havefeen him confecrating the whole 
of his time to the revolution, without 
any other motives than wifliing to fee 
the triumph of truths and concurving in 
the eftabliihment of the public good ; 
working diligently at his Journal, whicb 
he might eafily have made a good objeffc 
of fpeculation, but contenting himfelf 
with the moderate fhare allowed him 
by his partner. His wife as modeft 
as himfcrlf, with much prudence and 
great ftrength of mind, formed a more 
fevere judgment of things. She had» 
fince their marriage, continually turned 
her eyes towards the united ftaces of 
America^ as the place moft fuited to their 

tafte. 
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tafte, and their tpaaners, and wbera it 
yr«$ c$iy to live wilh 4 very fmall incpmff, 
" Briffot had mad^ a voyage thither, an4 
they were on the point of their departure 
yrhen the revolution fixed him in Fr^necr, 
As he was born at Chartres, and was th^ 
fehool-fellow of Pcthion, who is a na- 
tive of the fame city, Briffot formed a 
ftill ftronger attachment to him in the 
conftituent affembly, where his know- 
ledge and hjs labour were of eilential 
fervice to his friend. He brought u% 
acquainted with hkn, as well as with 
mzny other deputies whom former ac- 
quaintance or conformity of opinion and 
zeal for the public good frequently call- 
ed together to converfe on the fubjeflb. 
It was even agreed that they Ihould a{^ 
fcmble four hours a week in the eveniijg 
at my houfe, becaufel was always at hofpe^ 
had good apartments^ and was fq conveni? 
ently fituated that it was not f^ from any 
of thpfe wI>o compofed our little cir/cle.'' 
£ 6 I cannot 
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I cannot refift adding to this (ketch 
the copy of a letter addrefled by Briflbt 
to Barrcre, the day after the latter^ from 
the tribune of the convention, had pro- 
mifed to fatiate the people with BrilTot's 
blood. 

J*. P. Brissot to Barrere, deputy 
of tj)e convention. 

^1 Abbey prifon, 7th of September, 

* 2d year of the republic, one 

and indivKible. 

•• THE people aflc you for bread, and 
you have promifed them my blood ! 
You thus fentence me to death before I 
appear at the tribunal. Thus you infult 
the people in (uppofing them to have a 
tafte for blood, and the tribunals, which 
you conclude are the inftruments of 
your paflions ! Alas, if my blood could 
furnilH abundance and extinguilh all di« 
vilions, I would (hed it myfelf in an in*- 

ftaat. 
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ftant. In order to excufe this fangui^ 
nary phrafeology, you pretend that I am 
forming confpiracies in prifon ; you pre- 
tend that I have declared; that before 
my head fell^ many in the convention 
would fall. , . 

** This is a new calumny, . invented ta 
irritate the minds of the people againft 
me. I defy, you to cite a fingle witnefs^ 
a fingle proof of this confpiracy and of 
this aflertion. I abhor blood : I would 
not even demand that of my perfecutors> 
who would willingly drink up mine. 
Philofophy, juftice, good order, and 
humanity, are the true foundations of a 
republic. It is well known, niy only 
crime is that I have- oppofcd all other 
means of eftablifliing it. This is the 
confpiracy which I ftill continue tq 
pradife in my prifon. Yes, I am in 
confpiracy with my triple bars, and my 
triple bolts. 1 am in confpiracy , alone, 
or with the philofpphers of antiquity 

who 
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Who teach me ho v to fupport my misfor^ 
tunes, for the fake of liberty^ of which 
I have ever beea an apoftle. This 19 the 
plot which (hall be added to the lift of 
thofe already imputed to me, and of 
which you feek in vain the evidence^ 
fince it is all imaginary. But you wilk 
for victims ! Strike then, and may I be 
the laft republican facrificed to the Ipirit. 
of party !** 

But let us leave the martyrs of liberty, 
and return to the polluted' feftival inftitu^ 
ted by a tyranu David,ever ready to fulfil 
the mandates of his mafter Robefpierre, 
fteps forth, marlhals the proceffion, and, 
like the herald in Othello, ^^ orders every 
man to put himfelf into triumph/' 

At this fpot, by David's command^ 
the nnothers are to embrace their daugh^ 
ters — at that, the fathers are to clafp their 
fi>ns— -here, the old are to blefs the young,, 
and there, the young are to kneeL to the 
dld«— upon thif boulevard the people are 

3 ^^ 
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to fifig'-^upon chat, they mud: daoce---^ 
at noon they muft liften in fiknce, and 
at fun-fet they ixmft rend the sur with 
acclamations. 

Ah, what was then becotneofthofe ci- 
vic feftivals whkh hailed the firft glori« 
of the revolution ! What was become of 
that fublime federation of an afiembled 
nation which had nobly ihaken off its 
ignominious fetters, and exulted in its 
new-born freedom I What was become 
of thoie moments wlien no enuKioot 
were pre-ordained, no feelings meai- 
iured out, no acclamations decreed ; but 
when every boibm beat high with admi«- 
ration, when every heart throbbed with 
cnthufiaftic traniport, when every eye 
melted into tears, and the vault of hea* 
ven refbunded the burfts of unpremedi*- 
tated applaufe 1 

But let us not even oow defpair of the 
caufe of liberty. Let us not abandon a 
fair and nobk region fiikd with ob]e£is 
which excite the thriU of teadecnefs or thf 

glow 
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glow of admiration^ becaufe along the 
path which France has choicn ferpents 
have lurked beneath the buds of rofes, 
and beafts of prey have iflued from the 
lofty woods : let us difcovcr, if we can, a 
lefs tremendous road, but let us not r^ 
nounce the land of promife. 
y^f The citizens of Paris had been invited, 
and the invitation amounted to a com- 
mand, to decorate their houfes in honour 
of the feftival. Accordingly Paris on 
that morning, lighted up by brilliant fun- 
fliine, prelented the moft gay and charm-- 
ing fpedacle imaginable. Woods had 
been robbed of their fhade, and gar^ 
dens to the extent of fome leagues rifled 
of their fweets, in order to adorn the . 
city. The walls of every houfe were 
covered .with luxuriant wreaths of oak 
and laurel, blended with flowers -, civic 
crowns were interwoven with national 
ribbands; three-coloured flags waved over 
every portal ; and the whole was arranr 
ged with that light and airy grace which 

belongs 
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belongs to Parifian fancy. The wonacw 
wore garlands of frcfti- blown rofcs ith 
their hair, and held branches of palm or 
laurel iii their hands : the men placed 
oaken boughs in their hats, and children 
ftrewed the way with violets and myrtle. 
The reprcfentatives of the people had 
large three-coloured plumes in their hats^ 
national fcarfs thrown acrofs their fhouU 
ders^ and nofegays of blended wheats 
earsy fruits, and flowers in their hands^ 
as fymbols of their miffion. 

From this profufion of gay objefts^ 
which in happier moments would have 
excited delightful fenfations, the droop- 
ing foul now turned diftafteful.. The %i 
fcent of .carnage feemed mingled with 
thefe laviih iweets ; the glowing feftoons 
appeared tinged with blood ; and in the 
back ground of this feftive fcenery; the 
guillotine arofe before the difturbed ima- 
gination. I thought of that paflage in 
Mn Burke's book, " In the groves of 

ikeir 
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their academy, at the end of every vifta 
I fee the gallows !" Ah Liberty ! bcft 
friend of mankind, why have fanguinary 
monfters profaned thy name, and ful- 
filled this gloomy predidtion ! 

^1/ A great amphitheatre was raifed in the 
garden of the Thuilleries immediately 
before the palace, now the feat of the 
convention. Upon a trrboric \n the 
centre of the theatre^ Robefpierre as 
J)refident of the conventionr appeared^ 
and having for a few hours diiencum* 
bered the fquare of the revolution of the 
guillotinie, this high-prieft of Molock^ 
within view of that very fpot where his 
daily facrifice of human viftims was offer- 
ed up, covered with their blood, invoked 
the Parent of univerfal nature, talked of 
the charms of virtue, and breathed the 
hope of immortality. When the foul 
fiend had finiflied this impious mockery^ 
he defcendedfrom the tribune, and walk^ 
cd with great folcmnity towards a gro- 

tcfque 
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tefque kind of mcMiument that was raid 
ed upon the bafon in the front of tlie 
palace, which had been covered over for 
that purpofe. On this monument was 
placed a mifliapen and hideous figure^ 
with afs's ears, which for ibme hours 
ierved as an enigma to the gazing crowd, 
who knew not how to account for this 
fingular appearance )- till Robefpitrre 
having fet fire to this image of deformit/^ 
which was declared to be the fymbtol of 
atheifm, its cumbrous drapery fuddenlf 
vanifbed, and a fair and majeftic form 
ivas difcovered, emblematical of wis- 
dom and philolbphy. 

Atheifm being thus happily defttx)yed» 
the convention, attended by a numerous 
proceflion of people, and preceded by 
triumphal cars and banners, marched to 
the Champ de Mars, where with much 
toil and cod a rocky mountain had been 
reared, upon whole lofty fummit the ty* 
rant and his attendants climbed, and 

fromi 
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from whence he once more harangued 
ihe people ; and the fcftival clofed with 
hymns and choral fongs in honour of the 
Supreme Being, 
viy Robefpierre on this day. Intoxicated 
V with his power, loft fight of his ufual 
prudence, and diiplayed all the littlencfs- 
of his vanity. He caufed a line of fe- 
paration to be made between himfelf and 
the other deputies of the convention^ and 
marched at fome diftance before them, 
like a captain at the head of his band. 
Hehadthefolly todifplay his importance 
by keeping the convention and the ailem- 
bled multitude waiting, and the ceremo- 
ny fufpcridcd for two hours, while he was 
fought for in vain. During the proccf- 
fion his creatures attempted to raife the 
cry of ** Vive Robefpierre !" but it was 
faintly re-echoed by the fpeftators, ma- 
. ny of whom followed him with " curfes, 
not loud but deep, which the poor heart 
would fain deny, and dare not." 

Two 
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Two days after this feftival in honour 
of the Supreme Being, Robefpicrre, the 
fcourge of his creatures, compelled the 
cnflaved convention to pafs a law, which 
permitted the revolutionary jury to con- 
demn thofe who were brought before 
them, from their own internal conviftion, 
without any proof whatever, or hearing 
any witheffes ; and which alfo fupprcffed 
the fuperfluous office of official defender^ 
or counfel-, a privilege that Couthon, who 
made the. report in the name of the com- 
mittee of public fafety, affcrted confpira- 
tors by no means defcrved *. In other 
words, the jury were now authorifed to 
pafs fentence without even the forms of 
a trial. From this period, till the fall 

* Amidft the definitions of ariftocracy, when the J# 
law pafled againft fufpeded people, Couthon in- 
genioufly obferved, that any good citizen was au« 
Uiorifed to arreft every man in the ftreet as an arif-* 
tocrate, who held his head too much up or too 
much down, and alfo all thofe who looked on one 
fidcy inftcad ctf 'looking you in the &ce« 

of 
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of Robe^ierre, all the judicial folcofini- 
tics of the revolutionary tribunal con- 
iiiled in reading over the names of the 
accufedy who were immediately after de- 
clared by the jury to be guilty of a con- 
fpiracy againft the fafetjrof the French 
people, and the indivifibility of the 
French republic. 
J^ If any of the unhappy perfons thus 
'' profccibed attempted to fpeak in their 
defence, they were thus fileixced by the 
prefident : " Tu n'a pas la parole ♦ 5" 
and if they perfifted in declaring their 
innocence, they were put what was called 
** hors de debats 5" that is, ordered im- 
mediately out of the courts condemned 
in their abfen^e, and fent to execution. 
** I was not in prifon when this con- 
ijpiracy took place,'* cried* the vifcountef? 
de Nbailles, madame de la Fayette's fifter. 
^* :But you would have been in the con- 
fpiracy if you had htcn there,^* anfwered 

* ^* It 48 not your iwm to fpeak*" 

the 
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the prefident ; and this unfortunate lady; 
the mother of three children, peri(he4 
with, her own mother and grandmother. 
Madame de la Fayette being in another 
prjfon ^was, in the hurry of forming the 
lifts of death, forgotten when her family 
fuffered — ^and ft ill lives. From this pe- 
riod the prifons became the fcenes of un- 
exampled horror and defpair. Till now^ 
the crowds by which they were inha- 
bited had fubmitced to their fate with 
that cheerful refignation, and often with 
that carelefs gaiety which is buoyant at 
a Frenchman's heart in circumftancQs 
that would altogether overwhelm the 
finking fpirits of the people of other 
countries. The houfes allotted for the 
prifons of the fufpefted perfons were 
for the mod part hotels of emigrants, 
^ which were placed in the moft .agreeable 
fituations of Paris, with extenfiye gardcii$, 
and commanding beautiful views of the 
« cpun&y. Such habiutions had itotbiog 

of 
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of that gloom and darknefs which we 
vfually aflbciate with the idea of a prifon, 
and they were peopled with the bcft fb- 
ciety of Paris, 
^y The ladies were attentive to the 
duties of the toilette, the gentlemen 
were polite and afliduous, and the 
court-yard of the Luxembourg, the con- 
vent of St. Lazare, and fome other pri- 
fons, exhibited of an evening almoft as 
much brilliancy and gaiety as the Thuil- 
leries or the Champs Elifees. Muilc | 
and literature had their amateurs. At the I 
Luxembourg, feleft circles were formed [ 
* to hear ledlures from men of letters, i 
fonietimes on chemiftry, fometimcs on j 
aftronomy. At St. Lazare, ladies fent 
invitations to dinner from the corridor of 
Frimaire to the corridor of Floreal, with 
the fame formalities as formerly from 
their refpeftive hotels. Sometimes cards, 
fometimes bout-rimes, charades, and 
epigrams beguiled the evening of its 

length. 
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kngth, and thus the days of captivity 
rolled on *. Tbcy were indeed em- 
bittered by one hour of mournful melan-* 
choly, apd one of trembling terror : the 
firft when the evening paper arrivedi 
and the lift of the vi<5tims of the revo- 
lutionary tribunal was read over, among 
whom the prifbners feldoni failed to iihd 
feme friend or acquaintance to lanient. 
But this was a ienfation of gentle fadnefs^ 
compared to that turbulent difmay ex- 
cited by the hoarfe voice of the turnkey 
founding at midnight through the long 
galleries the knell of fome devoted vic- 
tim, who was called upon to rife, in 

** The maifons d'arret were now fo muluplicd 
that alnioft every ftreet of Pans had its prifon, and 
m fome of the fmaller hotels the revdutionary lawi 
were lefs rigoroufly obfcrvcd than in thdfe which 
contained a great number of prifoners. Inftead of 
giving a fkctch myfelf of one of thefe milder abodef 
-t)f captivity, I fhall tranflate a letter written to me 
on that fubjed by M. Maron, the proteflantminiftcr 
at Paris. 

Vol. II. F order 
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order to be led to the Concicrger ie by 
gendarmes fent for that purpofe from 
the revolutionary tribunal. Still, how- 
ever, amidft the tears which the prifoncrs 
ihed over thetr loft companions, many of 
them cherifhed the fond hope that they 
fhemfelves fliould efcape. But the law 
«f the ltd of Prairiai tore away everf 
illufion of the imagipatton or the heart; 
^d difplayed the general profcription 
^ the prifixiers in all its extent of horror. 
It was no longer a folitary Individual 
"who was called to death; multitudes were 
a|/ fummoned at once. Every returning 
^ Aight, long covered carts drawn by four 
hories entered fuccefiively the court- 
yards of the different prifons. Whenever 
ijie trampling of the horfes' feet was 
lieard, the prifoners prepared themfelv^ 
for their doom. The names of the vic- 
tims marked for execution the following 
clay were called over, and they were in^ 
ftantly hurried into thefe gloomy heari^s. 
I The 



< 99 ) 

The bulband was fcarcely allowed time 
tQ bid his wife a Igft fareweU, w the mo^ 
ther to recommend her prphaa ebildren 
%Q th^ compafllon of fuch of the prifonerf 
its plight fqrvive the gcaeral f:B\^m\tff 
At the prifon of the Luxembourg, at| 
•hpndr?d and fixty-nine vidlims were in 
one night tpra from their beds, s^d kd tp 
the grated dungeons of the CQi>ciei]gerie, 
that prifon over the gates of whi^ might 
with equal propriety have been written^ 
ihe fame as over that of the infernal region 
pf Pante, ** •Lafciatc fperanza voi ch'en,- v 
trate;*' for here it might literacy be faid» 
^ hope never came^ that comes to ailf** 
I have fcen the Cpnfiergerie, ;hat abode J' 
^ horror, digt anti* chamber of the tomb. ^ j 
I ^ave feen thofe infe(5tiou« qclls^ where 
tj^ prifoners breathed coqf agiQn, where 
Fhe walls are i^ fome places ftwvsd wj^h 
the blqpd pf ^he mafi^cres of SqptemWf 
anfl where a part of (be fpaqious CQdtt* 

^ luct him lofe all hpp^ iri^p c^teri ^^/' 
F 2 yard. 
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yard, round which the grated dungeons 
arc built, remains unpavcd fince that pe- 
riod, when the ftones were taken up for 
the purpofe of burying the dead. I 
have feen the chamber, where the perfons 
condemned by the revolutionary tribunal 
fubmitted to the preparatory offices of 
the executioner; -where his fciflars cut off 
the lavifli trcflcs of the youthful beauty, 
and where he tied her tender hands behind 
her waift with cords. Merciful Heaveni 
and among thofe who have thus fuffered 
were perfons to whom my lieart was 
bound by the ties of friendlhip and ^f- 
feftion. — But though I have furvived 
fuch fcenes, they have left upon my 
heart that fettled melancholy which never 
<:an be diffipated. — ^^For me, the world has 
loft its illufive colouring ; its fairy fpdls, 
its light enchantments have vanilhed ; and 
deaths the idea moft familiar to my ima- 
gination, appears to my wearied fpiritthc 
only point of reft. 
The ufual pretext for thofe murders 

in 



i roi ; 

m mafi^ which were pradtifed at this pc^ 
riod, was that of a confpiracy in the pri^ 
ions ^ a vague and wide term which the 
tyrants might interpret at their pleafure^ 
and which gave them the power of in- 
cluding whatever perfons and whatever 
numbers they thought proper. Spies were 
placed in every prifon, who, after making, 
out their lifts of profcription as they were 
diredted by the tyrants, declared that a 
confpiracy cxifted, of which thofe marked 
on the lifts were the authprs^or accom-^ 
plices, Perfons-who had never feen or 
heard of each other till that moment, were 
often brought together from different pri- 
fons to take their trial for the fame coft* 
fpiracy : and when the decemvirs wiftied 
to get rid of any particular individual, he 
was without any hefitation added to what 
was called tht fourneCy the baUb-, for fuch 
was the appellation given to the crowds 
dragged together to the guillotine, and 
with-fueh terms of jocular familiarity was 
F 3 mourn- 



mourning hamanity iiifuti&^« Som^ifil^i 
the pcrfous accufed ohiy rtddv^d their 
adl oi Adctrfatiorr ki thef Wel« led up t<> 
tht WbaiWL Sodiedmes itt the hUi-iy, 
c6hf\i&oit, ind feardeflh^fs with Whicit 

•thefe indiArtierttS wete thade out, ofte 
perf6A wds. miftakctt £br ^nwher. Th« 
duchdi erf fiflrtfr, amohg othet inftatices^ 

yithi to the tribunal with ah aa of accu- 
lation which was deftined for her Aeward^ 
>!(; The indifference of the tribunal with re- 
fpedt ta fuch ei^fofS, enabled ftioftf. Lol. 
fefolks, at flktjf jearA 6£ age^ ta deceive 
hi^ barbarous judgtt, by dying for hii 
ibrt, a yduth in his twenty-firtl year. It 
Wai 6bfewed,.that this gettiirbl^S partnt;. 
^hd thus a fecdnd time gavfc fife to his. 
child, anfweted t/^rith (irttbmmdn alacrity 
wheti his name was called upon, and went 
With a look of exultation to th6 fcaflTold.. 
I^erhapS hiftbry does not offer a fhort af- 
feftfng inftance of parental tendernefs, 
rtiaking the voluntary ftcrilice of life t6c 
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^ve the objed of its affe6l:ion. But this A'r 
extraordinary epocha called forth the ' 
tights and fliades of the human charadter 
ki all their ftrongeft colouring. The laft * 
fxcefle^ of ferocious crimes were con-- 
trafted by the fublime enthufiafm of the 
virtuous affeftions, llicdding their fwcct- 
nefs like folitary flowers over the wilder- 
nefs where fcrpents hifs, and hearts of the 
foreft howl ; and by the nobleft cffottu 
of heroical philanthropy bidding us ceafc 
to defpair of humanity, and converting 
the tbrab of indignant horror intd the 
gtow of fympathetic admiration J— bid* ^ 
ding us turn from the tribunal of blo(>d^ 
from Robefpierre and his jury of aflalfins 
to Loiferolles dying for his child; td 
madame Bercnger, led in the bloom of 
lifc to execution with her parents, and, al- 
together forgetful of herfelf, feeking only 
to fupport the finking fpirits of her mo- 
ther; — to madame Boufquet, the fitter- 
in^aw of Guadct, fcorning the impious 
F 4 laws 
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Jaws Which punilhcd humanity with 
death, affording (heltcr to her profcribed 
friends, and dying with them on the fcaf- 
fold for having done fo. 
' Among the multitudes who perifhed 
at. tills, period, all were not armed with 
the Tamil fortitude •, and fometimes even 
.when. tyranny fpared the life of its vie* 
tim,' its cruel pcrfecutions bereaved the 
fufferer of reafon. Of this mademoifelle 
— — — was a melancholy inftance. This 
unfortunate. young. lady law her fatlier, 
her mother,, and feveral of her relations 
fit^ggcdto the fcaffold : fhe alone was. 
fpared, and remained a prifoner at the 
poncfergerie. Atong the gloomy vaults 
of that terrific prifon,. by the dim light 
of fickly lamps, fhe fancied fhe law the 
mangled fpcdlrcs of her murdered pa- 
rents^ and in a fhort time became entirely 
bereft of reafon. She obftinately refufed 
all fuftenance, and remained motionlefs as 
a ftatue, holding to her bofom her parrot, 

whom 
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whom flic had infifted oh bringing with' 
her to her dungeon. When conjured by 
the other prifoners to take fomc nourifii- 
nient, flie only anfwered," * Jen'ai befoin 
de rien/* " But your parrot,'* faid they, 
*' your poor parrot is hungry." "Non," 
fhe conftantly replied, " non, il n'a be- 
foin de rien — Mon paroquet eft commc 
moi — il n'a befoin de rien." The tyrant 
has fallen, and the dungeon of this un- 
fortunate young lady is thrown open- 
but alas ! for her, redrcfs and freedom 
have come too late — her reafon is gone 
for ever ! ^ . 

■ The PoUfli princcfs Lubomirlka uni- 
ted with fuperior talents all, the charms 
of early youth and diftinguiflied beauty. 
She had been travelling through different 
countries of Europe; and two years fince 
was compelled to leave Berne in Switzer- 
land, on account of the attachment fhe 

• ** I want nothing.— No, he wants nothing.— 
My parrot is like mei be wants nothing/' 

F 5 had 
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hkd avowed to the caUlb of the French 
revolution. Sbi came with her huA^and 
te Paris, and cultivated the fbciety and 
frkndfbip ofVergniaud and of other d^ 
putieft of the convention, whci weiie the 
riioft eminent for their talents and thei^ 
zeal foh liberty. This democratic princefs,, 
to whom a true repubfican would have 
ofltred a civic crown, became an objeft of 
refthtment to the vindictive Robefpierre, 
on account of her friendfliip for fome 
member* of the Gironde : Ihe was thrown, 
into prifon, from thence fent to the re- 
volutionary tribunal, and condemned by^ 
the jury of affafflns to di6. Being iri a 
ftatei of pregnancy, her execution was de- 
ferred. In the mean time her friends gavfc 
information of her danger to Kofciufko^ 
the I^olifh general, and defired his inter- 
pofition iri her behalf. ICofciulko inftant?- 
ly difpatched a letter to Robefpierre, de- 
claring that the princefs Lubomirika had 
ever (hewn the moft demoted attacinmnl 

tOv 
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to the principles of liberty, and conjormg 
Robefpicrre to fpare the life of a zealous 
friend to the c6mmon caufe in which 
France and Poland were engaged. Ro* v 
befpierre, after reading the letter, ex* 
claimed, " *Quoi ! grace pour unc prin* 
cefle!— -Ah, Kofciufko ! — qu'on la guil- 
lotine." The unhappy princefs, having 
mifcarried, was immediately fent to exe^ 
cution.~Two days before the fall of 
Robefpicrre, eight women who had been 
refpited having declared thcmfclves prc^ 
nant, were dragged to the fcaffbld. Among 
this number was the princefs of Monaco* 
As fhe pafled along the court of the pri*. 
ion, file faid to the prifoner^ who were 
aflembled to iee the fad proc6flk>n,andbid 
a lafl farewell to the companions of their 
misfbrtuaes,^^ igo to death with the cklm^ 
nefs whichinnoc^nceintpireS) and wifliyoa 
froin pfiy foul a better fate/' Then aid^ 

♦ " What! pardon for a princefs! ---Ah, Kq£* 
Ciuiko I— let her lie guillotined.*' 

F 6 drefling 
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dreffihg herfclf to one of the turnkeys 
who was leading her towards the cham- 
ber where the executioner waited to bind 
the viftims, " I have one favour to afk 
you,'*.faid (hcv taking a pacquet from her 
bofom, ** will you promife to grant it? 
This pacquet contains my hair i I im- 
plore your compaffion, I conJAire you iu 
my own name, in the name of aJi who 
hear me,, fend it to my fon,.to whom it is 
idireded j Jw^ar to nae in the prefcnce of 
thofe virtuous peribns^ whom the fam« 
deftiny as mine awaits, that you will 
render hie* this laft fervice which I re- 
<jujre of humanity.'* The difmay and ter^ 
ror^fKahcof her women who was involved 
.in, the pcoTcrrption, formed a ftriking 
Goritfaft to the firmnefs Ihe hcrfelf diC- 
|^layed,\".Take courage, my dear friend,'* 
jcried tht princefs, '5 take courage, it k 
the .guilty only who ought to fci^rj*— 
The prifon of Port Libre offered an af- 
feSling fpcdacle of filial piety. Madame 

Lacha.^ 
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LachabeauiSiere, in confequence of a m^ .'^y. 
lignant denunciation made againil her bjr 
her Ton- in-law, was not only dragged to 
prifon, but placed in a dungeon in clofe 
confinement trll the moment arrivedrwhen 
Ihe was to appear before the tribunaL 
Her. daughter, madameMalcffi, who-was 
already confined in another prifon, proj- 
Gured leave to be transferred to that ' 
where her mother was immured, whom 
by tears and fupplications ihe obtained 
pcrmiflion to fee, Madame Lachabeauf- 
fiere was takcnout of her dungeon, and 
led tQ her daughter, who flew towards 
her, and, throwing her arms round her 
neck, remained a long' time preffing her 
mother to her bofem, and without power 
to articulate a word* After this melan- 
choly interview, madameLachabeaufiiere 
was led back to hec dungeon. Her fitu^ 
ation afFeded^er daughter fo deeply that 
Ihe became bereft of her reafon. Some^ 
times ihe took up hec needle- work for a 

few 
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ftw mdments v then* throwing it afide, mle 
with precipitation, and flew along the 
galleries of the prifon till (he reached her 
mother's cell. She ufually featcd heffelf 
at the door,and liftcned attentively : when 
ihe could hear nothing, (he ufed to weep 
bitterly, and repeat again and again in a 
tone of defpair, " Oh, my mother ! Ob^^ 
my tender, my unfortunate mother !*' She 
often remained many hours together, feat* 
ed upon the done-floor, and (be was in a 
ftatc of pregnancy. Her hair hung difhe- 
veiled over her fiioulders, her eye feemed 
bent on vacancy, her cheeks were fome- 
times fluflied with deep red, and fome^ 
times df a deadly palenefs, and fl^e was 
often feized with convulfive faintings# 
Every day flie carried the gfeateft por-^ 
lion oi her food to her mother, who 
without this fuccour >l70Uld have often 
wanted fufficient nourifliment for her fup- 
^i port. It is i'oothing to add^ that madame 
Lach^beauflTiire was fnatched from death 

by 



b)r the fail of thd^ tyrant^ ani ihdtt h^' 
ttndet ^d irkt\M\k^ dtaghtcf k reildfed^ 
tb teiifyn^ > 

White the tf caiats, far from, fiftdlflg ftfly 
fetiety of blood ia. their daily mUrders^ 
were erefting new ranges of leat$ in the 
hall of the revolutionary tribunal, fuM-^ 
cient to contain* an hundred infteaid t)f 
fifty acaufed perfons, death rt<JW hoircret}' 
in X new form over the prifom. The. 
adtHtniftratorB of the police went to each 
prifon attended by a ftrong g,uard, and 
ordered the priibncrs to be ihut up irw 
dieir refpeftive chambers^ and not fuf- 
fered to h&ve any dommuhicatioh till the 
paf pofe ef the Vlfic was effefted. Theyt 
then welit fucceffiVely to every apart* 
ment, and demanded' of the prifoners 
their knives, feiflkrs, razofe, buckles,. 
watches, and all ihd money they had iii 
their poffeflSom Thefe unhappy pcrfons^ 
being altogether ignorant of the objedtof 
iheyifit^had no time to conceal any things 

and 
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and wert ftripped of aU they had extept 
fifty livrcs in paper, which each prifdncr 
was fufFered to retain in order tapay for 
^f his fubfiftance. But from thi3 day fa- 
mine fcowlcd along: thefe gloomy man-^ 
fions, adding to the pangs of nicntal fuf- 
ferings ihofe of debility and difeafe. 
The prifoners were no longer permitted 
tp receive their daily meals from their 
own houfes, or from a> tavern ; but weip 
ordered from hencef<5>rth, in, conformity 
to the laws of equality^ to eat a la ga- 
raelle *. Their food was provided for 
them at the rate of fifty fous a day, by a 
cook placed ip the prifon*- Their riou- 
rrlhment confifted of one ;n^al intwcnty- 
fpur hours, .often coo fcanty to fatisfy 
the calls, of hungerj..a.ndjpmetfmes com-r. 
pofcd of fuch naufeous diet as the great- 
ei! part, of the prifoners were unable to/ 
cat. 

^•^ Out of one dlih at a cgmmon table, . 

Age 
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Age and infirmity were denied" every 

indulgence neceflary to fupport the dif- 

ordercd frame, or raifc the finking fpirits; 

A little bread faved from this wretched 

meal> and water, was all that could be ob* 

talncd during the reft of the day *. To 

this meal the prifoners at the Luxem* 

bourg, where nine hundred perfonswerc 

confined, were futnmoned in a fucceffion 

of three hundred at a time, by a great 

bell, which called them to a hall, at the 

door of wkich ftood the jailor, who had 

been an executioner under Collot d'Her- 

* Even the prtfoncrs of war were compelled to- 
fubmit to this rigorous treatmeat* General O'Hani^ 
has fince told me, that after haying avoided thega^ 
melle for fome weeks on the plea of illnefs^ he was at 
length forced to fliare the common evil. His friends 
in England will be glad to hear that he is now re- 
leafed from his lodgings in a prifon, and from a. 
gendarme when he W4U^8 out, and is gone on hit 
parole to ChanJtittjr,. 

boit 



bok M, Lyons *• This man was re- 
inarkably tall^ big^ and mufcular; his 
arms were bare to the elbow ; he wore a 
fierce red cap, wbrch had now become the 
fymbol of blood,, and looked a& if he were 
prepared for a maflacre. He only fuflFcred 
twenty perfons at a time to enter the halV 
and then flinging the door in the faces of 
(he otherSj obliged them to remain in the 
paffiiges^ fill thofe within were feaced at 
the table. The hour of dinner pafled like 
the other hoUr^ of the day^ in gloomy 
Md unbroken filence^ for even the 
ibothing intercourfe of converfation way> 
now forbidden^ unckr the penalty of be- 
ing dragged immediately before the tri^ 
bunal^ fince the fpies placed in the pri- 
fons, whenever they obferved two or 

* The keeper of tbe prifon at the time we were 
itk coilfinement, Benoit, diftitiguilhed In Paris hj tbe 
<|Htltet of the bon Benoit, had. long before this pe- 
riod been turned out of office, being unfit to execute 
^ pnrpofes of his mafters. 

three 



rhreeperibns talking togbcher, inquired 
Iterilljr if they ^drefonning a eonfpiracy* 
What mbft occapied the i](lindfiof the pri-* 
{^nera at this period was contriving the 
means* of efcaping fronv their tyraaits by* 
a volufitary death» which was now be* 
come diffiisulv fince diey had ben ftripi* 
ped of every inftrument which ^ould have* 
fcryed chat purpofen Sueh was the fitoa«^ 
tion of cfaeie unbakppy Vidkima of ty^an-* 
ny^ Wbdn, qn the night of the 9th of 
Thefmidor the tocQn founded, ^nd the 
city was^ called to armsi. Many circuov 
ftaficei w&ieh I fhaU afterwards relate, 
led ^e pFifoners to believe that thefe 
foani{B Were e6e fignal of a general miif^ 
&CFe. But the tocfin now rung the j/Eiy^ 
ful, the trtomphant peal of liberty. Be-» 
lore I give you a detail of the icenet 
which pUflbd on the 9th of Thermidor^ 
I nluft trace the political events which led 
to that memorable epocha^ and refeued 
France fcofti a ftate which was the af* 

tonKhmenfiL 
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toniihtnent and ihatne of human nature ;. 
from a ftatc more terrible tharf all ^vhicb 
the moft cunning tyrant could hav^ in«- 
fli&ed upon ftavcs whom he had prcvi- 
oufly difarmed. And aH this- was fuf- 
fercd by a nation which Galled, itfclffrce^ 
wiiich had taken up arms to* afiert in 
freedom, and gained the mdft glorious 
vi&ories in its defence. France, covered 
with all tlie latirels of heroic valour, and 
the terror of combined Europe,^ held ouG 
her neck to vulgar aflafllni and execu* 
tioners, inftead of crumbling them inta 
'\f duft. — Such are the ftrange contradic- 
tions of humaa natwe ! The efffefls re- 
Ailting from the terrible impulfe of re^ 
volutionary government upon tKe mora^ 
world, may perhaps be compared to- 
ihofe produced upon the natural fceneby^ 
the tremendous tempeils which fome* 
times fweep along the wefiern iflands ;* 
when the mingled elemeAts ru(h forth in 
iropfiftible fury, when the ddo^ng wa-- 

- tcra. 
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Iters bear away vegetation, trees, and 
rocks, and the fhricking whirlwinds 
fliakc. diC; idwcHings of man to . their 
foundations. — The ftorm is paft — the 
enoraiQUS vapours have rolled away — a 
foft Jight hovers on the horizon, and 
we are now left at leifure to figh over 
the ruins that furroiind us, and lament 
the viftims kid proftrate by the blaft. 
But let us hppe that this ftormy revolu- 
tion will at leaft produce fonie portion of 
felicity to fuccceding generations, who 
have not, like us, felt the tumultuous 
horrors of this convulfion of the paffions, 
who will owe their happinefs to the 
ftruggles of a race that is paffcd away, 
and whom they have never known ; while 
we, who have been fpedtatorsof the cruel 
conflia — we, who have loft the friends 
we loved and honoured, are often unable, 
amidft the tears we (bed over their tombs, 
to confider ^^ all partial evil as univerfal 
good.** 

To 
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t*^ M^s Hbleit Maria Wiluahs. 



Paris, ijtkVontofey 
3d j8ar «f the IVeQcti ropuUk* 
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OUS *, qui des bords de la Taailii: 
P^kiflant les brouillards epais, 
Au milieu du peuple fran^ais 
Cherchfttes la tcrre promUb ; 

V0U6 qui carreffates long-temt 
Cette iUufion delea^btej 
Commc s'amuTeDt ks enfan(8 . 
Des r^Tes brillans de la ^ble 1 

VouSy que les guichets* les verroua^ 
Ont acheve de mieux inftruire; 
Mais qui voyez des jours plus doux 
Enfin ^ Phorifon rcluire ; 

Aimable el^ve d*ApolIon,- 
Qui, fur k fomwet du Paniaffi(f 
Pres des Pope, et df» A4difiba* 
A d^ji iix^ voire plfice : 

* M. Maron, when he addrefles me in v^fe^ ufes 
aftyle of compliment which would have I^ me to 

omit 
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Yon afk mc, madam, to give you a 
fkecch of the tnaifon d'arr^t, where, under 
the tyranny of Robefpicrre, I found my- 
felf fhut up on a Jufpidon of being y?^ 
peB£d':, and like your cotint-ryman How- 
ard, adive 4n your Fefearches, you wifh 
10 add my little recical to your hiftory of 
©ur revolutionary dungeons. I obey 
your orders, for 

P.eut-on rien refufer aux Graces, 
Quand la Vertu, quand la Haifon, 
' Infeparable^ de leurs traces, 
Par Yos accens, commandent en leur nom ?— 

1 cannot however promife you any very 
intcrefting detail : the hotel Talaru, con- 
verted into a maifpn d'arr^t of the k&Xqxk 
Lq)e}letier, has been the fcene of no very 

omit the poetryj if it did not belong to the hiftorj 
of the letter. BefideSi fidlion is the privilege of 
poet«, and the French language i& fllU that of gal- 
lantf^» although the days of French cbiv^liy art 
gone forever. 

remark- 
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vtmarkable events. It never was reck- 
oned in the number of thoie fatal depots 
which were called the antickambers of 
the guillotine. But it is probable that 
it would have had its turn alfo. There is 
even room to believe that it would not 
have been long delayed, if the ninth of 
Thermidor.had not, for our good fortune, 
deranged certain antbropopbagical mea- 
fures announced by Barrere in the fitting 
of the convention previous to that day. 
But I am anticipating fa£ts ; and as I 
have to write a journal, and not an epic 
poem, 1 (hall keep within chronological 
order. 

Though my reGdence in Paris docs 
not exceed twelve years, I have witnefled 
the building of the hotel Talaru, in the 
rue Richelieu, now rue de la Loi, near 
the national library, by the marquis of 
that name ; who was firft maitre-d'hotcl 
to the queen. Confiderably reduced in 
his fortune by the new order of things, 

the 



the citizen Talaru took laft year the re^ 
folution of leaving his hotel, and of 
withdrawing into the adjoining houfe, 
which alfo belonged to him, and which 
was called the little hotel Talaru. He 
let the great hotel to one Gence, a ta- 
vein-keeper, who intended to make it a 
furniflied hotel. Gcnee, on reflcftion, 
thought that it was not probable that 
any confiderablc number of foreigner? 
would come to Paris under the prcfcnt 
circumftances, or that the citizens of the 
departments would now find Paris a very 
pleafant abode ; and fearful thajt he ha4 
made a bad fpeculation, he was anxious 
to rid himfelf of the affair* We had 
iiow reached tjiat difaftrous period when 
maifons d'arret fprang up in every quar- 
ter; when every fcftion in Paris had its 
exclufive prifons at the fcrvice of its re- 
volutionary committee 5 and Gence pro* 
ppfed the hotel Talaru to the revolution- 
ary committee of the fection Lepelletier, 
Vol. II. G to 
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t6 be applied ,to this patriotic purpofe. 
His propoial was accepted, and the 
agreement madej but I have never learnt 
what were the conditions. A German 
porter was put into this new prifon, and 
the mine became worth the digging. 

Jh reality, all whom their evil dcf- 
tiny led hither were made to pay for 
their lodging a moft exorbitant price. 
Such was in a ftiort time the fate of 
Talaru himfelf. He cxprefled a.wilh, on 
account of his age and infirmities, to 
have a room to himfelf ; and he obtain- 
ed this fpecial favour at the rate of i8 
livres a day, that is, paying almoft as 
mpch for his fmall apartment as he 
himfelf was paid for the whole houfe. , 

I was the eighth perfon who was lodged 
in a beautiful falobn on the ground 
floor towards the garden. We each paid 
four livres a day. This faloon therefore 
brought in three hundred livres a decade, 
nine hundred and fixty liyres a month, 

ten 
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ten thoufand two hundred and fifty livrcs 
a year -, and the whole hotel was let by 
the proprietor for feven thoufand livrcs. 
What became of this exorbitant rent, 
and among whom were the fpoils divided, 
as I have never been in the fecret, I can 
give no information on that head. 

On the loth of Thermidor we were 
about two hundred prifoners. 

If any perfon complained of thefc ex- 
tortion^^ he was anfwered, *' Citizen, you 
are at liberty to leave this place, and if 
you like you may be transferred elfe- 
where/* But the fear of being thrown 
into fome one of thofehoufes whieh were 
premature graves, made us bear with re- 
fignatioh the ills we had. 

It was on the 19th of Prairial that I 
exchanged my own modeft apartment for 
the fine faloon in queftion. The ordec. 
of the committee of public fafety J^f 
which I was arrefted, did not exprei^Ja 
what prifon I Ihould be confine^, f 
G 2 afked 
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Ajflced therefore the ^ent of the commit* 
tec, who was the bearer of the warrant, 
conjointly with two aicmbers of the re- 
volutionary committee of my own fcc- 
tion, if I might be albwed to choofe 
my prifpn? He anfwa-cd courteoufly, 
that he did not wifh for any thing more 
^an to oblige me. . 

De m'oUiger ! I'atmablc polltefTe 1 

Je demandai le Luxemhourg. 

U me fut fait ce refus net et conrt^ 
CitoyeOy jc nc peux, <:ar t>n i*y trouve ca 
preffe. 

XiCS CarmeSf citoycns ?-^H^las ! cVft meme ca$« 
Pkpus? C'eft encor pis^ ainii qu'a Saint La^ 
%are* 

Enfin, pour fortir d*embarras, 

Je penfai demander d'aller droit au T&aare» ' 

Happily things did not proceed to this 
extremity^ I referred myfetf to the know^ 
Itdgc and kind offices of my coiHteows 
agent, and he carried me to the hotel 
Talaru. I found on my entrance an^ 

order 
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order of tbing& altogether different from 
what I had expefted. I thought that all 
the maifons d*^arret were at this peripd 
equally guarded, and treated with the 
feme rigour, and prepared myfelf for fo-r 
litary confinement and the gamtUe. Buc 
I found the communication among the 
prifoners perfcdly free : they vifitecj 
each other without any impediment, and 
even the communication without was 
attended with very little difficulty. I 
&W fomc recei^^e. their wives and chil«- 
dren, others their friends and miftreSes* 
Perfons of both fexcs met together; 
every one amufed kimfelf ^s He thought 
proper, and fared as he liked. Jf it wa^ 
iiot the image of liberty^ it was at leaft 
(hat of equality sind fr^temify ; and I (aid 
to myfelf, " Well! if we moft build our 
tabernacles here, fo let it be!" How many 
perfons whom I knew were much morp 
to be pitied than myfelf! The art of 
contentment is to look not .at wh^t if 
G 3 better. 
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better, but what is worfe than our own 
fituation. 

Here then, for the third time fince the 
inftitution of the republic, was I depriv- 
ed dc la clef des champs 5 ** of the key 
of •the fields/* — Ihavc perhaps more 
merit than many others in loving the 
republic, which has coft me more per^ 
fonal vexations than I had ever dreamt of 
fuffcring. 

The very day of its proclamation 
(21ft September 1792, O. S.) I was 
arrefted at Seves, for twenty-four hours, 
from having met the municipality and 
the military force of the place, at the 
hoiifc of one of my friends whom they 
were come to take to prifon, and who 
was then gone to P^is to qonfound 
the calumny of his perfecutors before 
the committee of general fafety. The 
firft annivcrfary of this fame day, 
twenty fufilcers took me from my bed 
at five in the morning, and I was 

lodged 
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lodged in the horrible chambre d'arret 
of the mayoralty-houfe*. But I muft 
own that this laft time the profpeft was 
a little more alarming on account of the 
progrefs of tyranAy, which fmce the ef- 
tablilhmentof revolutionary government 
ftalkcd on with giant fteps, and knew 
no bounds. I acknowledge at the fame 
time to have felt that the perfpeftive of 
evil, when it is clothed with a certain de- 
gree of probability, is often worfc than 
the evil itfelf. " 

The daily fpe£lacle of the mifery of 

fo many good men whom I efteemed or 

• loved 5 the image which was ever before 

my mind of thofe honourable veterans 

* We were flowed up in that place to the number 
of one hundred and two. This room was much more 
dreadful before an honed Swifs> Louis Major, efta* 
blifhed a kind of corporation under the name of the 
fociety of perfeS equality. Thii regulation made the 
dwelling more fup port able : I had the honour of 
being prefident twice twenty-four hours. ^ 

G 4 in 
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in patriotifm whofe heads had been 
placed under the fatal axe ; the audacious 
infolence of the wicked in every popu- 
lar aflembly, which was e<|ualled only 
by their folly, and by the abjeft ftupor 
of the people of the highcr'clafles, whole 
name was now become a title of pro* 
fcription*, embittered my exiftence more 

than* 

♦ Had the hiilorlan Salluft been awitncfs of this 
horrid fyftem, and undertaken to draw fleetchcs of 
it, he might have found an exaA defcription in a 
pidiire he has himfelf given, to which it bears the 
inoft perfefi refeniblanc«. 

*^ In primo caepere pefiimum quemque et om- 
nibus invifuoi necare : ea populus laetarl et meritQ 
dicere fieri. ~ Ppft, ubi paulatim llcentia crevit, 
juxta bonos et nialos lubidinofe interficere ; caeteros 
metu terrere. Ita civitas, fervitutc oppreila, ftultae 
laetitix graves pcenas dedit— »uti quifque domum aut 
Tillam> poftremo aut vas aut veilimentum alicujus 
concupiverat, dabat operam ut in profcriptorum 
Dumero cffet. Homines incertii&mis quorum om- 
nis vis virtufque in lingua (ita eft, forte at que ahe- 
rios focordia dominatioQem oblatam infolentes agi<« 

tant. 
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than the rigours of imprifonment; tcco- 
peredy I allow^ by a great number of 
unhoped-for comforts^ and by a ftoical 
tranquillity of which I did aot think 

mylejf 

tant. Quse peflimi et ftultii&mi decreverunty ea 
Bonis et fapientibus facienda. Mollitia decretonnxi 
fmatui dignitatem, Lfpdo metum detrahi.'' S^l* 
laft. in Bello CatiL et paflim in Fragmentis. 

*^ They firft began by putting to death the no* 
bility and clergy ; and as the people felt no fympa- 
thy with the ariftocracy or the church, they difco- 
Tered great marks of fatisfeftlon at their profcrip-' 
tion.- But when tl^ tyranny became by degrees fa 
confirmed that all dafles were indifcriminately mur* 
deredy^nd every one ftirunk with feilr, th^ city 
fu£Fered for its fiUy joy, by opprcflion and horrors 
of every kind— fo that whoever coveted the houfc 
or villa, or even the plate and dreflei, of any per* 
fen ufed his endeavours; to get him put into the lifl^ 
of profcpption* Men of doubtful chara£^er, whofe 
vHiole courage and virtue lay In their tongues, tak« 
iAg advant^ige of the ftupidity or indolence of the- 
reft, affiimed abfolute (>ower, and behaved them* 
felves with unexampled infolence. Whatever thcfe 
profligate and weak, mta decreed^ th« wiie and 
G J the 
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myfelf capable. Society was become to 
my feelings the Cape of Storms, my pri- 
fon was the Cape of Good Hope. 

My firft regrets were beftowcd on the 
feftival of the following day ; that which 
was celebrated in honour of the Supreme 
Being; My abfence from this national 
folemnity gave me pain. Notwithftand- 
ing all that has been faid of the decree of 
the convention expreffing the adheQon of 
the French nation to the immutable 
principles of all morality and all wor- 
{hip, I cannot help obferving that this 
decree is one of thofe propofed by Ro- 
befpierre which t difapproved the Icafr. 
Atrocious difturbcrs of focial order, by 
carrying to their utmofi: length the moil: 
impious abominations, had thrown on 
republican France a general odium. JuC- 

the good were obliged to fan6tion ; and the 
ctmventioftf terrified Into fubmiffiob bj the eommlttet 
of fuhUcfafetyy loft all* its dignity, and funk into 
regiftert of its imperial cdifts.*' 

tice 
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tice had overtaken thefc perfons ; but the 
coalcfced powers were not lefs careful to 
take advantage of this delirium, and dif- 
credit the caufe of liberty with their own 
people, by treating as atbeiftsy that is to fay, 
a;s univerfal diforganizen, its partifans and 
friends. The national reprclfentation was 
willing to give an authentic and formal de- 
nial to this calumny; and it is true that in 
this point Of view the decree had a good 
^ffeft. The convention never entertain- 
ed the abfurd idea of decreeing that 
God exifted, that the foul was immortal, 
and that the French ought to believe this 
becaufe fuch was the good pleafurc of 
the legiflature. It meant, by a declara- 
tion of a kind as new as the circum* 
ftances were in which it was placed, to 
abfolveand exculpate a great nation from 
thofe calumnious imputations feized on 
by its enemies to fervc their views j and 
I repeat it, all the friends of principle 
have applauded the decree, and I con-. 
G6 fc& 
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fds that I was cntfaufiaftic in its &« 

▼OUT. 

It was for its objeft» and not the 
fliodc of cdd^rating the feftivai of the 
90th of Prairial, that I regretted my 
abfence firom it. The mode I had judg- 
ed before hand woald be a feries of pan- 
tomimes and barkquhadis ; and during a 
loi^ walk I had taken in the country a 
few days before, I had lamented the de« 
vallation made in the woods, and in par- 
ticular among the young trees around 
Paris ; a devafiation which extended over 
the whole furface of the republic, and 
of which our Ibns as well as ourielves 
will feel the fad effeds. 

I compoied, two or three days after 
my arreft^ the^ following couplets, in 
which I attempted to defcribe my moral 
j^tuation, and which I fent to a few 
friends to comfort them on this point. 
Thpy are &t to the air of the ^ vaude- 
ville de la Soiree orageui^'' which the 

affcdling 
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affeding adicux of Montjourdm tohii 
wife and his friends have fo much con^ 
tributed to make the fafliion^ 
L 

SI de riches appartemcni. 
Si le luxe -de la dorurcy 
Des ^rlaceity des tableaux cEannara^ 
Pouvoient adoucir ma cloture ; 
A mes regretSy k mon eanoi 
Je devrois impofer (ilence s 
Maw eovain 'fj oherch^ un appuf 
Propre d fouteair ma conflauce- 

O precieufe liberte ! 
Premiere paffion du fage, 
De ta paifible ?olopt^ 
Rien, hflai ! ne nous dedommagc*. 
Nous ne refpiroBs que pour toi, 
Ta foif jour et nuit nous tourmente t 
£a nous foumettant ila loi 
Toi feule encore e» notre attente ! 
IIL 

Dernier afyle du malheur, 
Efpcrance confolatrice, 
De ton baiime rellaurateur 
Pr^e*moi le fecours propice ! 

Qiul 



< IJ4 > 

Qa'a tremble, Tami da tyrans, 
Pr^ a Icor Tcndre fk patrie. 
La Tertu veage iies cnfans 
Des for£itU de la cabmnic; 

IV- 

Oiu, par toi je dois triompher 
jyuut malveOlance pcrfide I 
£t qae poiirrots jc redouter^ 
Vcrtu !' cpuTcrt dc ton ^gide ? 
Quand la paix rcgne dans mon fein. 
Que mon front en offre l*emprcintc ! 
D ne pent ttce que fcrein, 
Alonque le coeur eft fans crainte. 

In this manner I accommodated my- 
felf every day more and more to my new 
dwelling, and every day the gpod com- 
pany increafed by new arrivals. 

But by degrees the poHce of the houfc 
became more fevere, and we were fuc- 
ceffively deprived of little comforts which 
wc much regretted. 

Firft of all the communication with 
our friends, fo far as receiving their vi- 
fits in our room^ entirely ceafed. It 

was 
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was foon a particular favour to talk with' 
any one for a few minutes at the door 
of the prifon. Soon after, the entrance 
of the news-papers was forbidden, and 
this prohibition was not one of thofe 
things which affcded us the leaft. It 
was common enough, however^ to have 
a news-paper fmuggled in, and then it 
was privately handed about, and fought 
after with anxious curiofity, for we ne- 
ver failed learning the death of fome ac-] 
quaintance or friend ; but we were in- 
formed alfo of the fucccfs of our armies 5 
and their viftorics fometimes compenfated 
for our individual pains and fufferings. 

A Ihort time had elapfed, when in the 
chamber where I lodged we had a pre- 
cious refource for intelligence. The firlt 
fecretary of 'the liquidation office, the 
citizen Dutilleul, was one of our fellow- 
prifoners. He was fo neceffary in his of- 
fice, that the direftor- general Dcnorman- 
die was authorifed to put him in requifition 

' ^vcry;^ 
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iBVcry time he ftood in need of him, and: 
this happened almoft every day. At fe- 
Ten o'clock Dutillcul was fentfor at the 
maifon d'arret^ and conducted by a gen- 
darme to his office, where he paflfed the 
whole day ^t work 5 and the grateful re- 
public put him under lock and key every 
evening. Judge how well he was qiief- 
tioned on his entrance ; and, it happened 
pretty often, that through inadvertence he 
had left the " journal of debates and 
decrecs'*^ at the bottom of his pocket. 
In the meanwhile we killed the prelent 
time, and (hut our eyes on the future^ 
by play and bodily exefcifes; fuch as bat- 
tledore and (huttlecock, and fives : we 
£eafted, read,, and made iout-rimes. I 
frequently partook of the two laft amufe- 
Hients with a very amiable young man 

named R - n, and we had a^ 

Mufe, who daily amufed herfelf in fet^ 
ting up fome prize, which my antago^ 
sift, I o\yn, generally obtained.. Till 

then 
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then we had neither of us had anjr idea 
of our talent for poetical compofition*. 

• ' Et 

* I was one day employed in the cxercife of a 
talent of another kind than that of making boid*^ 
rimisy :and which I alCo acquired in prifony and 
that was wafhing the difhes ; when the boy wha 
made our beds, being alone at that moment witk 
me, looked at. me .at grit with an embarrafled air,, 
and then flared with aftonijfhment while he afked 
mc half a dozen fucceifive queftions* " Prayy fir^. 
arc you a protcftant ?** «* Yes.'* ♦* Did you knour 
any perfonof Nifm«;sr "Yes.** « Rahaut St. Eti* 
cnne ?'* *' Yes."— -His eyes gUftened — <• Arc you a 
minifter, fir V " Yes." « Of the Dutch jembafly 
formerly ?" «' Yes-*' ** And now at St. Thomat. 
dc Louvre V « Yes."— The boy bur ft into tcars-^ 
<' Good God i fiTf tsitpoffible that it can be youi 
•-^What ! you here ! I can fcarcdy believe my own 
eyes."— And then wiping away his tears, he told 
me who he was, and talked to me of Nifmes, and 
my refpe^able friend Paul Rabaut, and his un« 
fortunate brother Rabaut St. Etienne. <* No, no^ 
lir," added he, '< you fliall wa(h no more diihes |. 
I will take care of that, and 1 beg pardon for not 
having know9 you fooner.'' I thanked the good 
lad, and informed my companions of his ofi^. Ha 

ccadorcA 
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%t Yoil^ da malheur Putilit^ palpable ! 
U developpe en noos le germe du talent. 
Rameau dit de Labor Je: ^'"H^las! c'efi bien le diabk : 
** Que le fort a ce dr61e aitprodigue I'argent ! 
5* II nous efFa^oIt tous, fi, loin de ['opulence, 
'* Son g^nie eut connu I'aiguillon de la faim.*' 
Amis, du bien, du mal, admirons la balance : 
Us concourent e^femble a la meilleure fin. 

"What made me think in this place of 
Rameau aqd Laborde is, that this lad, 
not the rival of Plutus but of Orpheus, 
was alfo our companion in misfortune, 
and that I fhall have foon to inform you 
of his fatal cataftrophe. As to our 
poetical fports^ I (hall communicate fome 
of them, my dear madam, at the end a£ 
this letter. Even the charade, the logo- 
gryphe, and the acroftic furnifhed us 
with amufement. 

rendered each of us the fane ferTice, which was 
worth, fifteen livres^to him a decade ; and I waa 
afterwards indebted to him for many little a6ls of 
luodQfCi. 

L'ennuyeux 
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X'enntiycux loifir du couvcnt 

Parmi les moines les £t naitre 

£n d6pit du bon gout ; le meme fentlment 

£n prifon ks fit reparaitre. 

Thus paffed away the long days of 
Prairial and Meflidor-, Thcrmidor eame. 
Till this, time we had been foothed 
with the cohfoling idea, that the hotel 
Talaru was only a depot of prifoners < 
detained as a ^meafure.of general fafe- 
ty, and not of thofe who were termed 
fulpefted 5 and that there was little 
apprehcnfion of any thing more than 
captivity. The fourth of this month 
robbed us of this affurancc. Three of 
our companions were taken from us the 
preceding evening; Talaru, the pro- 
prietor of the houfe ; Boutin, former 
treafurer of the navy, known by. his 
beautiful Englifh garden, which he called 
Tivoli * ; and Laborde, former valet-dc- 

chambre 

* The Frertci Vtrgil has confecratcd tbefc vcrfei 
to him : 

" Tel que ce frais bouton, 
Timide avant'-coureur de la belle faifon, 

-L'aixnab^^ 
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chambre to Lewis XV. celebrated for his 
paflionate tafte for the arts, and in particu- 
lar for that of mufic,, in which he had been 
a great compofer^ and of which he had 
alfo written the hiftory» The day after 
their removal was the laft of their exift- 
ence; and their heads fell with forty- 
three others under the pretended ax& of 
the law. 

An event of this nature daricened a 
little the colour of our ideas, from the 
fad prefage which ,it oflfercd, efpecially 
to prifooers of a certain cajle. 

Quand de l*^re au o6ant Ic pailitge eS S bre^ 
Qo fe tite ]par fois £i le trdae titot ui chdEL 

Fallen from the hopes which the 

"L'aimabfe Tivoliy d'une fovtnt nouvelle 
Fit k p-cmicr en France cntrcvoir tc modrfe.** 
D£ LiLLS, Poeme dcs Jardins, ch. i« 
He celebrates two verfes afterwards the garden of 
the Defart^ which had been laid out with fo much 
tafte by another of our companions in ^misfortune. 
al the hotel Talaru^ M*. DemonviUe. 

greater 



greater part of my fcllow-prifoners had 
indulged of a fpeedy releafe, their gaiety 
and good humour were changed into 
iooks of melancholy and forrow They 
were aftoniflied and fometimcs impatient 
at my unfliaken philofophy. The houfe ' 
now overflowed with waggon-loads of 
prifoners, who were brought up from 
the departments: the guard became 
more ftrid, and the rigours and pains of 
our captivity more fevere. About this 
time I compofed two couplets to thi 
tune of the Marfeillois hymn : 

I, 

Chers camarades d'infoituo^ 

Compagnons de captivite, 

De notre difgrace commttne 

Confolons-nous par Pamitf^ { 

De tous les revers de la vie 

Elle tcmpere la rigucur, 

Le bon droit v^ngera Phonneur 

Det efforts de la calofnnie. 
Courage^ 6 mes amis ! bravons les coups da fott ! 
Vertu! (bis) c'eft avec toi qa*on meprife la mort. 

n. 
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II. . 

Retranche dans fa confcience, 

XiC r^publicain g^nereux 

Doit bient6t de fon innocence 

Voir briller Ic jour radieux. 

Equitable moins que fev^re^ 

la patrie, au gr6 des tyrans, 

Aurolt-elle pour fes enfans 

Ceff6 dc vouloir etrc mhcc I 
Courage, 6 mes amis ! bravonsjes coups du fort! 
Vcrtu! (bis) c'eft avec toi qu'on mcprife la mort. 

1 had no doubt but that this fyftem 
of blood was drawing i\ear its end * ; 
but who was furc of living to fee it ? 
None of us dared believe that it was fo 
near. The eighth of Thermidor no 
paper could pafs the portal^ and Du- 

* I thought with Salluft : " Ego cunAa impcria 
crudelia magis acerba quam diuturna arbitror, neque 
quemquam a multis metuendum efTe, quin ad eum 
■ ex multis formido recedat." In Fragm. 

** The reign of violence is more cruel than lafling; 
and no one becomes an objed^ of terror to the 
•multitude, without feeling that the multitude is an 
objcft of terror to himfelf." 

tUlcul 
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tillcul had not bccjj fent for to his office. 
He went however the ninth. How long 
he feemed to us in returning ! He came 
at laft ; but his return was accompanied 
by circumftances that appeared extra-, 
ordinary. The keeper, holding him by • 
the arm, hurried him . acrofs the court, 
where we were walking, and waiting to 
fee him ; and led him up to his room, 
* without permitting him to flop. When 
we joined him, we found his lips com- 
pletely clofed with refpeft to. what was 
paffing, to which effeft he had received 
exprefs orders. We were all Ihut up 
two hours fooner than, ufual, and enjoined 
to go to bed. But one of us, who had 
gone down into the court-yard for a 
moment between nine and ten o'clock, 
heard a * news-man cry diftindly in the 

ftrcets, 

* JFor fome days paft the news-men had beeii 
enjoined not to cry their papers near the hotel. 

Thi« 
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ftreets, ** La grande arreftation de Cati- 
linc-Robefpierrc et dc fes complices * !** 
He told us of this circumftancc ; and you 
may well imagine what an efFeft fuch a 
piece of information produced on our 
minds. ' We knew at lead to what we 
ought to attribute the beat to arms, and 
the retreat which wc^ heard fome time 
after. We flept . but little, and the next 
morning early we were informed of the 
whole. All then was ecftacy : the coun- 
tenances of the prifoners were fcarcely 
to be recognifed. As my dcjeftion had 
not been very greats my joy on this 
happy occafion was lefs immoderate* 

This man had bcca onlcred by the fcntincl to 
toarch on, aad hold his tongue. He anfwercd, 
fwearing a great oath, •* There are a number of 
unfortunate perfons within 5 and fchcy ought t6 
know what is paJGfing/* I wa« informed of this 
precious anecdote the nett day. 

♦ « The wonderful arreft of Ciitiline-Robefpierre 
and his accomplices!" 

3 The 
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The fame day I made this impromptu 
epitaph on Robcfpierre: 

Ci -gk un monftrc abreu^ de forfaits ; 
Tigre alt^re de fang tyrant, fuant Ic crime : 
Caligula, Neron, Phalaris, traits pour traits. 
La foudre, helas! trop tard I'a plonge dans rabltne. 

Oalthe lothaniithe nth, prifoners of 
a pretty oppofite defcription made their 
appearance. 

On the lath I was fet at liberty. I 
was the firft in the houfe who was thus in- 
debted to the change of fyftem, and one 
of thofe who leaft expefted it^. ,1 did 

not 

^ On the cxamination'ofmypapcrsj'which was done 
by two members of the revolutionary committee of 
my fed^ien, without my felf being prefent, or any one 
on my behalf; a letter was found, I was told, from the 
mother of God \ : I was of courfe her accomplice, and 

It 

f Catherine Tbeos was a fanatic who indulged in all 
the airy and fanciful dreams of Swedenborg, and, like 
other fanatics, had a certain number of followers. This 
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not want much entrea.ty to go out; and I 
vifited my penates, my friends, and my 
books, with a pleafure which the experi- 
ence only of the unfortunate can eftimate. 

it was cxpcdled that I ihould be tried with her. The 
very day after the fall of Robefpierre, Vadier^ that 
veteran in virtue, brought to the recollc<aion of the 
public this vaft confpiracy, and informed the con- 
vention that he had a report ready, which would un- 
fold all its myfterious horrors. 1 faid to myfelf, 
** So many innocent people pcriftied as accomplices 
of L'Amiral, why (hould I not perifh as the accom- 
plice of Catherine Theos ?" What comforted me was 
the abfurdity of this accufation^ to which none of my 
friends, >nor any perfon who had the lead acquaint- 
ance with me, could give credit. It feemed curious 
enough to afcend the fatal cart, and get to the next" 
world with the votaries of the fybil of the rue Cor- 
trefcarpe. 

poor woman was arretted as a counter-revolutionift, tht 
tyrants of the day calling every thing they did not compK- 
hend, counter-revolutionary. She had the addrefs to flat- 
ter Robefpierre ; probably gave him fome claim to rela- 
tionlhip ; and Robefpierre prote6ted her fecretly from the 
fangs of Vadier, who was very earned in making war on 
thofe citizens of Heaven, and bringing ihcm to the guil- 
lotine. 

Before 
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Before I finiJh my hiftory, I fhould do 
juftice to the keepers, to whofc care I was 
entruftcd for fifty-three days. They 
were not equally prai£Nworthy, bur, taking 
one with the other, they were not much 
amifs ; and the agreeable afped of a bot- 
tie of wine or an alllgnat humanifed them 
completely. 

I (hall charafterife Smydth by a finglc 
trait. While the greater part of the jailors 
were followed by ferocious maftiffs, his 
ufual companion was a fheep [a ihcep 
with four legs *3 which never quitted 
him, and which made him look more 
like St. John than St. Roch. 

Ainfi dc mca arrets fc termine I'luftoire : 
O fieclei i vcnir, daignercz*voiis y crolve ! 

/ • Every pcrfon in Paris knows who the two^ifgged 
Jbeep were, and their abominable employment in the 
prifons under the tyranny oi Rohe/pterre» Very dif- 
ferent from the 

—-•^placidum pecus, inque tuendos 
Natum hominea« 

H 2 p. S. 
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P. S. A fingular anecdote I cannot 
help relating, 

Roullelin, one of my fellow-prifoners 
at the hotel Talapu, had been carried be- 
fore the revolutionary tribunal, and ac- 
quitted. He came the next day to vifit 
his old companions, and impart to us the 
yi good news. He informed me on this oc- 
cafion, that a Dutchman called Van 
Hooffhad been dragged to the guillotine 
at the moment when he (Rouflclin) en- 
tered the Conciergerie, and that he lay 
down on the bed yet warm of this unfor- 
tunate man, who had juft left it. Van 
Hooff was my friend ; and his unhappy 
. cataftrophe afFcded me extremely. I was 
fo much the more ftrongly perfuaded of 
the death of Van HoofF, as it was an- 
nounced in feveral of the public papers: 
and you may imagine without much 
difficulty what was my aftonifhment, 
when, a fortnight or three weeks after, 
I received a letter from' Van Hooff, in 

. which 
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which he congratulated me on the 
juftice which had been done me, and 
begged me to ufe my intereft to procure 
him his liberty. I haftened to the prifon 
of Pleffis to fee him, where he had been 
juft transferred. He cleared up the myf- 
tery of his refurreftion, by informing me 
that the cannibals had guillotined, from 
a miftake in the name, a poor Brabanter, 
who was called Van Hove, inftead of him- 
fclf. Not having had it in his power to 
repair this error till it was too late, he 
had taken advantage of it, and adled the 
dead man till farther orders. 
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LETTER V. 






i. HE fur fender of. Lyons^ which took 
place fomc days previous to the murder 
of the deputies of the Gironde, contri- 
buted to haften the execution of that 
atrocious deed. The Lyonnais had long 
ftruggled agaitift the commiifaries of the 
mountain" fa(3:ion,, who, under the pre- 
tence of an ardent zeal for liberty, were 
diligent in feeking opportunities for riot 
and plunder; and however ftrongly this 
detachment of confpirators were fupport- 
ed by thofe who direded their motions 
from Paris, they could not withftand the 
indignation and vengeance of the citizens 
of Lyons, who,,roured hy the dangers 
with which they-were threatened, cruflied 
their oppreflbrs, the chief of whom, CBa- 
lier, they fent to the fcaffold. The Lyonnais 

had 
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had proceeded too far to hope for any 
mercy from tlie fudlioa, who had now 
accornplifhed their treafon at Paris: an J 
feeing the caufe of liberty abandoned by 
the departments, who had made their 
peace with the traitors, they were driven 
either to fuffer patiently the weight of 
their wrath, or prepare to oppofe it. Of 
this dreadful alternative they chofe the 
latter j but finding thcmfelves unfupport- 
cd in the projefl: they had at firft formed 
of marching ta Paris, they determined to 
defend their own city. In the mean tin^ 
they employed the moft honourable means, 
to explain to the convention,, that their 
refiftance afofe neither from difaffeftion 
to the repubiic,. nor from any wifh 
to form a federal government, of which 
they had been accufcd j that they had 
fworn fidelity to the republican conftitu- 
tion, and had iffued orders to affem- 
blc the primary affemblies for its ac- 
ceptance. But refiftance for any caufe 
H 4 was 



was now a crime, and this conceflion of 
the Lyonnais only ferved to increafe the 
infolence of their oppreflbrs, who decreed 
that the city was in a ftate of rebellion, 
and that all who had reforted thither from 
the neighbouring departments fhould be 
treated as emigrants : for the confpirators 
eafily perceived that this city might form 
a central point of oppofition, b)^ coK 
lc6ting together all thofe perfons in the 
fouthern provinces who were averfe to 
the revolutionary order of things. . An 
army was immediately levied, and ordered 
to march againft Lyons; and it was be- 
lieved that when the Lyonnais were in- 
formed that the affair was about to be- 
come fo ferious, they would make no far- 
ther oppofition. 

The general who commanded the con- 
ventional army,endeavoured by proclama- 
tions to conciliate the parties, but in vain. 
His propofalsof pardon were rejefted by 
thofe who thought themfclves injured^ 

and 
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and who knew by fatal experience what 
degree of confidence was to be placed in 
the offer of tender mercies from the cruel. 
The Lyonnats were allowed three hours 
to deliberate on the gracious propofitions 
of the general, but a difcharge of cannon 
returned their anfwer before the firft had 
expired -, and though new proclamations 
were iffued, and on the ^nniverfary of the 
lOth of Auguft both parties lent deputa- 
tions- to celebrate that event together, the 
Lyonnais continued their warlike oppo- 
fition, and prepared to make an obllinate 
refiftance. 

In the mean time the department of 
Mont-Blanc, formerly Savoy, was reco- 
vered by the Piedmontefe, who took ad- 
vantage of the abfence of the army which 
had -been called off for the purpofe of 
reducing Lyons j and the reprclentatives 
who conducted the operations of the fiege 
wrote to the convention to repeal the de^ 
crec which the confpirators in their wrath 
H 5 had 
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had poured out againft that city. The 
Lyonnais were as deaf to thefc conceflions 
as they had been to the proclamations of 
the generals, who now proceeded to ex- 
tremities, and began the bombardment 
of the city, which was fet on fire in fe- 
veral places, and a great number of the 
inhabitants periflied. Other proclama- 
tions followed this ad of hoftility, whicb 
met wich the fame reception. The black 
flag continued floating on the towers, in- 
dicating refinance iill death ; and chough 
the city, being unfortified, had nothing to 
defend it but the bravery of its inhabi- 
tants, no impreflion coiild be made ex^ 
cept by bombardment. The confpirators- 
therefore fcnt their emiflfaries into the.ad^ 
joining departments to raife the people itt 
fnaf5\ and, if any credit is to begivcntothc 
reports of thofe who were Employed, the 
befieging army was re-inforced by other 
armies amounting to fifty thpufand mem 
With this rc-inforcemcnt the attack be- 

gan 
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gan afrelh, the city was furrounded, all 
Gommunication cut ofF, and the conven* 
-tion was informed that famine would 
foon efFcdt what the obftinacy of the 
Lyonnais had hitherto prevented. Du- 
ring three months thcfe brave republi- 
cans contended againft the numerous ar- 
mies that the confpirators had aflcmbled ;. 
and had not their ardour been checked by 
their commanders, they would all have 
witneflcd againft the cowardice and bafe- 
nefs of their countrymen, by whom they 
were left unfupported, with the laft drop 
of their blood.. After having performed 
prodigies of valour, till they were over* 
powered by numbers, and refinance be* 
came no longer poiTible, they endeavour- 
ed to effe^ their retreat, by forcing their 
way through the bcfiegers; for accord- 
ing to the difpatches feat to the conven* 
tion they were entirely furrounded. In 
this retreat fome fucceeded; but a great 
part were cut to pieces, and the con- 
Hi. 6 yen tion al 
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vcntional army entered the city in tri- 
umph. 

With the favagc joy of the fami(hed 
cannibal, when he feizes on fome (hip- 
wrecked wretch whom the waves have 
unkindly fpared from the fate of his com- 
panions, the mountain confpirators heard 
of the redufticn of Lyons* The com- 
mittee of public fafcty, through the organ 
of Barrere, in congratulating the conven- 
tion on the news, informed them that 
mcafures were taken to exterminate every 
fugitive; that no weaknefs, no mercy 
fhould be (hewn ; and that this den of 
confpirators muft make ample reparation, 
and that this reparation muft confift in 
burying this rdbel city under its own 
ruins. And left this moment of wrath 
ftiould be tranfient, left the indignation 
which had filled their capacious fouls 
fliould evaporate, thefe guardians of the 
public weal methodized their> vengeance 
by a decree, which the convqption fane* 

tioned. 
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tioned, that Lyons Ihould be razed to 
the ground, and ftruck out of the cities 
of the repubh'c. This " great and vigor- 
ous meafure, the total deftrudion of the 
city, was theonly one that had efcaped us," 
the deputies in miffion at this devoted 
place echo to their colleagues of the com- 
mittee. They had already created mili- 
tary tribunals to judge the inhabitants ; 
but complete extermination had not been 
within the reach of their comprehenfion : 
and left this example of vengeance Ihould 
be loft to the world by fome mifplaced 
hefitation, by fome fentiment of weak hu- 
manity, the committee difpatched one of 
its own members to dire<5t and fuperin- 
tend the execution. 

What had hitherto pafled was. fcarcely 
the beginning of horrors. CoUot d'Hcr- 
bois, a comedian, who had been driven 
from the ftage for his profcffional inca- 
pacity, but who had aded a confiderabie 
part in the confpiracy, was gone thither 

to 
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•o give tragedy fome original ftrokes*. 
•* Alas,'* fays the eloquent reporter on the 
\f correfpondcncc of Robefpierre and the 
extent of his enormities, " the terrible in- 
ftrument of death, erefted only for the 
puniftiment of crimes, fprings up like 
poifonous plants over every part of the 
republic. It becomes naturalifed under 
the oppofite flcies of the north ^nd the 
fouth : the frozen bear and the devour* 
ing dog-ftar alike mourn over its fatal 
fuccefles. 

" O ! come ; let us penetrate together, 
my fellow-citizens, acrofs thofe fiery tor^ 
rents, under thofe ruined walls which 
fectn crumbling down to threaten us with 
ruin; let us pafs into thofe cities hereto- 
fore filled with people, now widowed of 
their inhabitants -, into thofe new deferts 
more frightful than thofe of Paran or 
Horeb. See them, like the hyena growl- 
ing fiercely over its prey !— Do you not 
perceive them like deftroying demons 

rufhing 



mthing with their devouring torches over 
every monument of genius orof art ? Thefe 
new Gengis, who have conquered neither 
Perfia, nor Egypt, nor Ly bia, are anxious 
to make Frenchmen of the 1 8th century 
a race of barbarians, reduced not to the 
pradice, but to the fimple reading of the 
rights of man, as the Saracens were here- 
tofore inftrufted in the knowledge of the 
Koran. 

'* Look for a moment with us, on thefe 
vile dilapidations of the treafurcs of Ptp* 
lemy Philadelphus ; obferve thofe evil 
principles, thofe Arimanes,, who have 
been difputing with each other for twelve 
months paft. the palpitating limbs of our 
difmcmbered country ! What were they,. 
and what are they n6w, thofe foundersx)£ 
committees of demolition, thofe creators 
of ruins? — Vile flaves, trembling in the 
prefence of the nrJghty. 

" It is the confpiracy of folly and of 
crimes united again ft genius and virtue. 

It 
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It is the infurredtion of robbery againft 
the precept of mine and tbtne.- It is the 
reign of private vengeance and the mod 
abjefl: paflions. 

" O Lyons ! city celebrated for thy 
commerce, who is this nevr Gengis *, who, 
with the axe and the thunder in his hand, 
pours down on thy walls, and rufties on 
to avenge the injuries of Thcmugin ? It 
is finifhed, and thy ruin is fworn !" 

It is unneceffary to afkof tlie unfortunate 
inhabitants, as I have fometimes done, the 
hiftory of their woes — their tyrants blazon 
themfclves their crimes to the open day, 
and invite you to read the black cata- 
logue of their^enormities. " In deftroy- 
ing a rebel city," fays CoUot, " we (hall 

* Gengis, unknown and defpired under the name 
pf Themugin, returned as a conqueror to avenge 
the infults which he had received. CoUot, who 
knew profcflionally the parts which -the Tartar had 
played, is accufed of having taken him for a models 
and of having avenged, like him, private injuries. 

con- 
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confolidate the reft. Wc muft leave no-^ 
thing but.afhes. We demolilh with can- 
non balls, and with explofions like thofe 
of mines." When fuch were hisprinciples, 
his projeds, and his exploits, it would 
be trifling vto flop to talk of individual 
diftrefles — to relate how he ordered three 
ladies, who had thrown thenifelves at his 
feet to implore his mercy, to be tied for 
fix hours to the fcaffold where their huf- 
bands were to be executed \ or to fpeak 
of the execution of a young heroine, who 
had (hewn prodigies of valour during the 
fiegc. Thefe were only interludes in this 
great tfagedy, one of whofe languilh- 
ing adtors in his exifting correfpondence 
writes, that fince the guillotine has been 
at work, his health has been eilablifhed ; 
that every thing goes well, and is ex- 
pefted to go better •, " fince it is found/* 
continues he, " that the guillotine is not 
fufficicntly expeditious, and in a few days 
three or four hundred will be difpatched 

at 
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at a time \ and the houfc% are faft demo- 
lifhing." 
\t# This was no enT|)ty menace— the tra- 

gedian executed what this favage had 
promifed. — " The guillotine and fuffllade 
do not go amifs/* fays he; " fixty, eighty, 
two hundred at once are (hot, and every 
day care is taken to arreft a fufficient 
number, fo as not to leave the prifons 
empty." But ftill thefc were ordinary 
means. This new Salmoncus was not 
contented with the infignia of the god^ he 
panted to imitate his deftroying power ; 
and accordingly fome of the miferable 
inhabitants were placed before batteries of 
cannon-, and while they werelhattercd and 
torn in pieces by the artillery, though the 
greater part were left to be difpatched the 
following day by^ the fpades of thofe who 
came to" bury them, CoUot amufed him- 
fclf in beholding the operation. 

During this wafte of life, that of the 
property of the unfortunate vidims wa& 

net 
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not more rcfpefted. '^ It coftsfour hun-- 
drcd thoufand livres each decade for de-- 
m0Utionsi^ writes one of thefe demons, 
who talks of re- colonizing the country. 
^ More heads every day, more heads are 
falling. What ecftacies thou wouldft have 
felt/^ adds the monfter to his correfpond* 
ent, ^^ if thou hadft feen this national juC- 
tice executed on two hundred and niac 
rafcals ! What cement for the republic \ 
We have knocked off five hundred; and 
when we have difpatched twice ^s many,^ 
which we Ihall do, things will go for- 
ward/* 

Where then, it might be aflccd, was the- 
convention, while thefe horrors were exe- 
cuting ? Where ? Alas ! this convention,, 
fent by a free people to confolidate their 
liberty, was in chains. Had it been lefs 
cnflavcd, the decree, that- Lyons (hould 
DO longer exift, would have juftified the 
executioners. — CoUot was not willing that 
this decree of devaftation (hould remaja 

a figure 
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a figure of rhetoric — he fays fo : " Thcr 
revolutionary army arrives the day after 
to-morrow, and then,'* continues he, " I 
fhall be able to perfornt great things. 
Thcfe confpirators muft foon bedifpatch* 
ed — Lyons muft exift no longer — and the 
infcripiion thou haft propofed/' for this 
letter is addrefled to Robefpierre, ** con* 
tains a great truth, for hitherto the de- 
cree has been but an BypotBefis. ft wilf 
be your bufinefs to make it what it ought 
to be, and we will prepare the amend- 
ments before hand." 

This was the private correfpondcnceof 
the nipnfter with Robefpierre. But let us 
not conceal his language to the conven- 
tion itfelf. " We are hardened,** fays he, 
*« againft the tears of repentance — Indul- 
gence is a dangerous weaknefs — ^The de- 
molitions are too flow— We muft employ 
means more adapteci to republican impa- 
tience. The eifplofidn of the mine, the 
devouring a6livity of the flame alone can 

cxprefs 
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<xprcfs the omnipotence of the people :• 
its will cannot be impeded like that of 
tyrants -, it ought to have the efFeft of 
thunder." And what anfwer does the con- 
vention return to its colleague ? — The 
wretch for a whole year after retained a 
feat in the affembly. — It was the plan of - 
CoUot to banifh thofe whom he did not 
dcftroyj for he found it difficult to carry 
his purpofe into full execution ; and after 
having murdered a part, and exiled the 
reft, he difcovcrcd that he had fulfilled 
his commilTionj and Ihould be able on his 
return to fay with truth, that Lyons ex- 
ifted no longer. 

" What ideas! what fury!" exclaims 
the reporter: " it feems as ifi the mgral 
wt)rld was fallen back intg chaos. And 
thefe are legiflators! Alas 1 if the Erebus 
of the anticnts had had its IcgiQation alfo, 
it wouW undoubtedly have been more 
confiftctit and more humane." 

We are at firfl: tempted to believe, in 
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pafling in review thefe ferocious charac- 
ters, that all the monfter^ of the defcrt had 
quitted their dens to rulh in on our cities; 
€r rather, to adopt more natural ideas, 
we cannot help difcovering the end of 
thefe horrible levellers, which was the dc- 
ftruftion of commerce, and the ^ftablifli- 
ment not of an equality of happinefs, but 
of an equality of mifery, throughout the 
republic. 

It will fcarcely be thought pofllble, 
yet it is very generally believed, that Col- 
lot was led to this vengeance on the peo- 
ple of Lyons for having hifled him when 
he afted on'their ftage. Thoufands of 
viftims have atoned for the infult offered 
to a wretched comedian*; and this great 
city, which from the time of Auguftus 
had been the centre of the commerce of 
Gaul, where he lavifhed his favours, and 
for three ages received the tribute of grati- 
tude in the honours that were rendered 
him, hJfl now fallen under the ftroke of 
I the 
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the moft vulgar of tyrants. Had thcfc 

monfters looked for precedents for their 

cruelties, they might have found them in 

their prototype Caligula, for in this very 

city that tyrant once refided : and the re- 

femblance of Caligula and Collot is fo far 

ftriking, that they both exercifed their 

defpotifm over the fame clafs of citizens; 

though the motives of Caligula appear to 

have been more natural than thofe of 

Collot, and his cruelty more difcrimi- 

nate. 

While this tragic ruffian was afting his 

part at Lypns, others with principles as 

atrocious, though they were lefs fteeped 

in blood, were carrying defolation into 

other parts of France. Bourdeaux, which 

had been raifing itfelf to the height of 

the revolution, was now a prey to the 

caprice of a young monfter who had not 

yet counted twenty years, and who was 

the valet of Robefpierre in the commif- 

fion of crimes. The republican patriots 

having 
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having long fince fallen under the pro* 
fcription, Julierf s inftruftions and plan 
fccm to have been the eftabliftiment of 
fanjcukttifm over the arrftocracies of com- 
merce, of mujcadinijm^ and of wealth. 
His corrcfpondence is as filly as it is^atro- 
cious, and of its atrocity we may judge 
when he condemns the mcafures of blood 
already taken as being moderate and al* 
mod counter- revolutionary. It appear* 
that he was one of the firft who had de- 
nounced the enormities of Carrier \ but 
ages of punifhmcnt or repentance will 
not atone for the murder of Salles and 
Guader, who-were executed at Bourdeaux 
during^ Julien's adminillration, together 
with|Guadet's father, mother, filler and her 
huft^and, the hufband's brother^ and one 
of his aunts ; in fliorc, the whole family, 
excepting Guadec's wife, whofe murder 
was delayed till ftie recovered from a fe- 
vere indifpoficion, which happily lafted 
till the tyrants fell. 

4 LET. 
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LETTER VI. 

IN Q clafs of men were more intercfted 
in the prefervation of the abuTes of the an- 
cient government than the priefts. When 
the conftituent affcmbly leffcned the in- 
fluence of the higher clergy, by ftripping 
the church of its domains^ and making 
the falaries of its minifters more equal, 
tJie national wealth was Jiot only increaf- 
cd, but the great mafs of the prieft- 
hood were fatisficd with the diftribution. 
The majority of thofe who had hitherto 
dircdled the machine of the revolution 
were fully perfuaded that the priefthood 
{bared but little in its fpirit; and, know- 
ing that whatever does not keep pace 
with its career, retards its progrefs, had 
fought at different times to diffolve the 
YOL. H. I alliance 
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alliance of the church and date alto- 
gether. They felt indeed that the article 
in the declaration of rights, which fays 
" that no one fliall be difturbed in his 
religious opinions," muft be eventually 
fubverfive of the eftabliftied religion ; 
fince whoever believed it to be not only 
unneceffary and expentive, but hoftile to 
the great principles of liberty, , would 
murmur at contributing to its fupporr. 

A confiderable part of the clergy re- 
fufed to accede to 'the civil conftitution 
which the conftituent affembly had form- 
ed, alleging that in matters of religion, 
or in the regulations of the church, no 
one ought to guide their faith, or receive 
their obedience, but the perfonage who, 
in conftant fucceffion from the great 
author of chriftianity, had held, the dele- 
gated power. This clafs had by their 
non-conformity lofl their employment, 
but they were not the lefs cherifhed 
on that account by thofe who thought 

with 
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with themfelvcs, that man was made for 
the fabbath, and not the fabbath for man. 
The zeal of thefe non -jurors for the faith 
which they contended was once delivered 
to the faints, was too ardent to fufFer this 
humiliation of the church in filence ; nor 
was the vigilance of the friends of the re- 
volution lefs awake jto counteraft their ef- 
forts. The majefty of the church, of which 
they believed thcmfelves to be the o,nly 
true fupporters, would not permit thenri 
to bow before the majefty of the people •, 
and when the legiflative affembly under- 
took to be the interpreters of the law, 
and enafted decrees for the banilhment of 
the unconftitutional clergy, they fought 
refuge in the majefty of the throne, the 
cherifhed ally hitherto ' of the church, 
whofe power was at this time fcarcely 
more confirmed than its own. 

The proteftion given by the court to >f 
the non-juring clergy haftencd the ruin 
I2 * of 
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of both *. The king rcfufcd at firft to 
fanftion the decree of the legiflatiyc af- 
fembjy, who however at length prevail- 
ed : and when the royal power was an- 
nihilated, which happened not long after, 
the priefts were compelled to feek afy- 
lums of charity, in foreign countries, of 
thofe whofe anceftors had flefl from the 
bloody perfecutions of their order, but 
whofe injuries the fons had forgotten ; or 
if ft ill remembered, they perhaps aft- 
fwered as Guife did to Poltrot, " If your 
religion enjoins you to* murder, ours 
compels us to forgive." 

The difpofition of the national con- 
vention was ftill more unfavourable than 
that of the legiflative aflembly to the 

* Of the fecret hiffory of that 'eventful period 
which overthrew both the monarchy and the church 
in France, madame Roland has left us many curious 
particular?. The principal adlors are now no more, 
except Servan and Dumourier — all the reft having 
perifhed on the fcafFold. See Appendix, No. III. 

• civil 
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civil eftabli(hmcnt of the clergy. The 
truth is, that the enlightened pare of the 
country had confrdered religion as a per- 
fonal thing, Thofe who believed, of 
which the nuoiber was not very great, 
thought the proteftion of the ftate no 
addition to its dignity ; and thofe who 
difbclieved, or, which was the fame, con- 
founded the doftrines of chriftianity and 
the eftablilhed church, thought that its 
alliance was not only burdenfome, but 
pernicious. The great divifions of the 
contending parties for the governmerrt 
gave the priefthood refpite. But no fooner- 
was this queftion decided, and the reiga 
of Robefpierre eftabliflied, than the men 
of reafon, as they called themfelves, re- 
newed the attack againft the men of the 
church, who were unable to make any 
farther refiftance. 

The conftitutional clergy had no pro- 

teftion but that which was given them 

by the conititution naw profcribed, and 

I 3 had 



had infpired no intercft in the devotees, 
who confidered them rather as apoftates 
fronfi religion, than defenders of the 
faith ; and treacherous guideS in the 
road of falvation, on account of their 
compliance with the law. 

A ftrift adherence to the ceremonies 
and doftrines of the Romifh church was 
not the only fuperftition that darkened 
France. There was another of a more 
terrible nature, and rfnore deftruftive of 
^ focial order, which was atheifm, Vol- 
-taire has obferved, that a reafoning atheift 
is a greater fcourge to mankind, than 
the moft fanguinary fanatic. The com- 
mune of Paris had aflumed this charac- 
ter; and, having twice contributed to 
overturn the civil government of the 
country in the fpace of a few months, 
imagined that the kingdom of the next 
world was to be taken by force as well 
as the kingdom of the prefent. This 
formidable projeft was conceived, and 
' brought 
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brought to maturity in mbdeft Jilence. 
The good people of Paris, who had ^f^ 
troubled themfelves but little about re- ^ * 
ligion, but who imagined that there 
might be fomething good in.it, a^ there 
is in the word of vocations, were ex- 
tremely furprifed to fee the archbilhop of 
Paris, with his clergy, prelent themfelves 
at the bar of the convention, attended by 
tht conftituted powers of the department 
and the municipality, " to be regene- 
rated j^V that is, to abjure their former 
belief, and make their new corifeflion of 
faith, in which they decl ired that there, 
was no other duty than liberty, no other 
gofpel than the republican conftitution, 
and no other worlhip than equality. 
This illilminatipn was not the refult of 
the deep'ftudies either of the archbifliop 
or his vicars. The fecret.was imparted 
to him by Chaumette, the procureur of 
the commune, to whom it was difcovered 
by one Clootz, commojily called Ana- 
1 4 charfis. 



cbarfis, a Prufllan by birth, and ai^ 
athcift by profeffion, whofc hiftory I 
» have already related. Cloot2 had writ- 
ten a book, which he told the conven* 
tion on prefenting it was the fruit o£ 
fifteen hours labour every day during 
the courfe of four years. He alfo in- 
ftruded them that this work, Angular in 
its method and curious in its detail, over- 
turned at one (trokc allJeds, antient or 
modern, of natural or revealed religion. 
—Of this work,, which ** proved the;- 
nothingneft of all religion^*' the conven- 
tion decreed the acceptance, and honour- 
able mention; and, thus armed. Ana* ^ 
charfis fet out on his travels to convert, 
the world to atheifm. There was fome- 
thing mafterly in his firft attempt ; and 
had he been fatisfied with the converfioa 
of the archbilhop and the commune^ 
whom he brought to the bar of the con^ 
vention, he might have enjoyed his tri- 
umph in fccurity; but when he attempt 

cd 
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ed to profelyte the convention itfelf, 
Robefpierrc oppofed the invader with 
his dodrine of the Supreme Being, and 
Anacharfis was fcnt to the prifon of the 
Luxcmboarg, There a friend of mine 
found him in daily controverfy with 
Thomas Paine, who had juft written 
•* The Age of Reafon," for his credulity 
in ftill indulging fo many religious and 
political prejudices. Soon after, this 
vain cnthufiaft was ifent by his polemic 
antagonift Robefpicrre to the guillotine, 
where many of his converts in fuccelTion 
followed him^ and among his- pupils was 
the archbilhop. 

Many of the bifliops and priefts who 
were deputies in the aflembly, and fome 
©f the minifters of the proteftant faith, 
animated by- the example of the arch- 
bifliop,made their public recantation. Of \f 
this laft feft one obferved that, thougb^ 
his fyftem of faith inculcated, more than 
any other, moral obligations, yet, as the 
I 5 greac 
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great day of judgment was arrived, the 
reign of reafon, the triumph of philofo- 
phy, he muft diveft himfclf of his facer- 
dotal charader, and become regenerated 
alfo, fince, as he confefled, ^^ tous les 
precres dans tous les culces ont toujours* 
un peu de charlatanifme •/' 

The ingenuoufnefs in the members of 
one profcffipn provoked the fame candour 
in thofe of another. The priefts having 
confefled that there was a little quackery 
in their admin iftrat ion of the next world, 
\f the phyficians crowded to the bar of the 
commune, to acknowledge that they had 
been " un peu pretres" alfo, and that a 
little fpice of mountebank dealing en* 
tered into their adminiftration of this. 
Admitting that .nature and reafon were 
the beft remedies, they made offerings of 
their diplomas by which they had been 

* All priefts of all religiont have a little fpice 
9f thf mountebankt 

authorifed 
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authorifcd to cure fecundum artetHy in 
dircft contradiftion to both; and this 
virtuous dereliftion of their former prac- 
tice was rewarded with applaufes and ' 
civic infcrtion. 

Reformation, as well as terror, was 
iho, order of the day : the fearching eye 
of the commune left nothing unexplored.^ 
To the epuration of the priefts and phy- 
iicians fucceeded. that of the comedians, 
.iufho had no profeflional fins to confefs, 
fince they had afted their parts on the 
ftagc of the world^ without any difguife. 
However, the commune thought that 
thofe who had been in the habitude of 
perfonating princej, and nobles, and 
queens, and counteffes, could little relifli 
habits of equality, and therefore fent to 
prifon both* aftors and aftreffes as fuf- 
pefted. 

The fpirit of reform did not flop at . Or 
the confecration of the fpoils of the 
chuc;j:h to, the fervices of the ftate. It 
I 6 feized 
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feized on thofe privileges which in all 
countries, and under every eftablifliment 
of religion, have been accorded with the 
common confent of mankind, and on the 
exercife of which much of the order and 
happinefs of the world has been thought 
to depends On our entrance into the- 
world it is the prieft who. confers on us- 
our moral exiftence •, in riper days it is 
he who hallows our affedions ; and with- 
out his difmiflion we have been taugfat 
to think that our road to heaven was not 
altogether fecure. Of the two firft of 
thefe fun&ions, the legrflatiye aflembly 
had taken poffeffion — the fathers brought 
their children to be regenerated at the 
municipal font, and the lover led his 
bluftiing miftrefs before the altar of Hy- 
rnen, and received her from the hand of 
the civil officer, who proitounced their 
union " in the name of the law." The 
care of difpofing of the citizens at death 
yet remained to the church, and th^fu- 

ncrals^ 
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Rcrals continued to darken the way irt 
kng proccflions, till the commune feized 
on this laft prerogative of the clergy, and 
decreed, that gay^ revolutionary colours 
of the nation fhould take place of the 
funereal pall — the pricfts fliould be 
changed into municipal officers, and ther 
€emetery Ihould be called the place of 
repofe, where, inftead of the hope of be*, 
ing troubled with a Fcfurreftion,. the ci- . 
tizen ihould have the privilege of fleep*. 
ing for ever. 

The church of Notre Dame was-* ^1^ 
changed into the temple of Reafon; and 
the commune, with the divinity herfelf,. 
attended by a fplendid train, came ta 
requeft the cbnvention to fanftify with, 
their prefence the confccration* The- 
Goddefs of Reafon was a fine blooming 
damfel of the ppera-houfe, and afted her; 
part in this comedy alio to the entir^ 
f^tisfaflion of her new votaries. Fronx 
her imperial throne, in which flic was. 
o borne 
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borne by four porters, (he defcended to the 
right hand of the prefidcnt of the conven- 
tion, and by a decree received the fraternal 
kifs, asfoon as the procureurof the com- 
mune, who attended as high pried, or 
mailer of the ceremonies, had announced 
her negative and pofitive charafter ; " firft, 
that flie was not, like the objefts of the 
ancient worihip, a cold and inanimate 
iqiage; and next, that fhe was a mafter- 
piece of nature*, and that her facred form 
had fo enflamed every heart, that only 
one univerfal cry was heardj " No niore 
priefts, and no other godi !** 

• When the deputies arrived at the 
temple, the Gdddefs of Reafon introduced 
them to the Goddefs of Liberty, who 
came out of the houfe of Philofophy, 
to receive their homage, and beftow her 
bcneduSliCn. The enemiA of the revo* 
lution encouraged thefe follies, which the 
patriot difavowed and lamented: and the 
philofopher- would only have fmiled at 

thcfc 
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riiefe tranficnt puerilities, had they not 
been mixed with atrocity and crimes. 
Alas ! the refpeft for Reafon was as 
fleeting as. the refpedt for other ftrange 
gods^ for her altars were foon defcrted^ 
and her high priefts, and the divinity her- >V 
felf, were foon after conduded amidft the ' 
applaufes of the people to the guillotine. 
Immediately after the regeneration of the 
metropolitan, thofe who felt the fame 
cohvidlion of its ^n'tceffity made con* 
feflion of' their fins, and ^appliecl for the 
conventional bleffing. This conviftion 
neverthelefs was far from being general 
in either profeflion j for tliough the con- 
ftitutional clergy were attached to the 
caufe of liberty, and rejoiced in the re- 
generation of their country, they did not 
imagine that the belief of reward in a 
future (late would make a lefs virtuous 
citizen- of the prefent. This counter- 
revolutionary obftinacy was held in great 
indignation. Though the commune had 
7 ' called 
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called on Rcafon, like the priefts of 
Baal, " from morning until noon," , the 
votaries at her fhrine were few and Ibli- . 
tary, and it became neceflary for the* 
honour of the goddefs, that more revo- 
lutionary meafures fhould be purfued* 
Accordingly, attended by the committees* 
of the fedtions, and the popular focieties 
of Paris, the municipality appeared a 
fecond time at the bar of the convention,, 
where, after a philippic againft the unre- 
.eanting clergy, they demanded the fup*- 
preflion of their falaries, and that thofe- 
who believed in " the tales of augurs 
fliould pay them." The convention, wha 
probably had as little faith in augtirs as^ 
the commune, had hawever more charity, 
and deferred the fentence of famine, 
which the municipality had decreed. 
The commune, though it did not fuc- 
ceed in the attack on the priefthood, 
was more fuccefsful in its attacks on 

the church. The word of order was 

« 
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( 1^5 ) 

iflued, and the ftreets^ of Paris were filted 
with mock religious proceflions. The- w 
moft ludicrous rnafquerades prefented. 
themfelves in every quarter-, pioneers and 
artillery-men led the march, clothed . in 
the furplices of the inferior clergy ; the 
national guard were arrayed in the habits 
of the priefts ;. the revolutionary citizens 
of the fedtion were vefted in garments 
ftill morecoftly; the revolutionary ladies 
and the prieftefTes of Reafbn had fanfti* 
fied themfelves with the drefles belonging 
to the Virgin, and St. Frances and St. 
Bridget; and the revolutionary committee 
had referved for their own decoration^ 
with great prudence, all the garments of 
fine gold, embroidery and jewels, while 
the caps of the priefts and the mitres> 
were placed on the heads of the hprfes 
employed in dragging thefe weighty fpoils^ 
which were to be prefented to the con,- 
Ycntion. Thefe o&rings confifted of 

croffes,^ 
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crofles, funs, vafes, chandeliers, and 
chafes, apoftles and faints in gold and 
filvcr, St. Anthony and his pig, St. Roche 
. and his dog, and all the other faints re* 
gifl-ered in the calendar who were found 
to be of the fame metallic worth. From 
the convention, after undergoing the fen- 
tcnce of condemnation for ariftocratical 
and counter-revolutionary principles, they 
were fent to be regenerated at the mint, 
and m^ke expiation for the longferies of 
impofitions they had been pradlifing on 
the world, by becoming,* under a new 
form, the protedtors of liberty and the 
republic. 
\y The wooden faints, who in moral and 
religious eftimation were equal, and often- 
times fuperior, in paradifaical rank to 
their brethren, though their confiderltion 
in thefc moments of irreligious phrenfy 
was infinitely lefs, were committed, with- 
out remorfe> to the flames at the place of 

execution* 
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execution. An|d into the fame unhallowed 
fire were thrown thofe ineftimable trea- 
fures which had be^n for ages the 
confolation of the fufFering believer, 
and the refuge of the faithful and pious. 
Amid the facrilegious pile lay three eyes 
of the cvangelifts •, a blue jacket, be- 
daubed with paint, taken from the ward- 
robe of St. Luke; a piece of ragged tent 
cloth, that had been purchafed from the 
warehoufe of St. rPaul, and his cloak, 
which had been left with Carpus; a' 
few of the coats and garments of St. 
Dorcas, which, the weeping widows had 
fhewn to St. Peter-, all which, with 
other relics ftill more precious, fuch as 
fome of the moveables belonging to the 
holy Virgin, with parts of her apparel ^ 
the fpoon and pap-djfii of thp holy child; 
the head of fome renowned faint of St. 
Genevieve's acquaintance; the bones" of 
the patronefs of Paris herfelf, with her 
linen, and other property found in her 

chapel. 
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chapel*, of which age had obfiterated 
the knowledge, with arms, legs^ toes, and 
little fingers of illuftrious martyrs, became 
the prey of revolutionary flames, kindled 
with bundles of the real wood of thecrofs* 
But thefc civic facrifices were not con- 
fined to the worfhippers of the eftabliflicdt 
fyftem ; the feftaries alfo burnt with the 
fame patriotic zeal ; the followers of Mo- 
fes and of Calvin applauded thele votive 

* This holy ark had been regarded with religious. 
awe, as the palladium of Paris, and a fecurity foe 
the prote£tion of St. Genevieve* Jt had been efti- 
mated at millions : but whatever might have been 
ks worth in former times, it was now confiderablf 
diminiii£d> fince the precious iiiones with which it 
was ornamented had been difplaced by other ftones 
of little valuCfc The figures engraved on this facred 
utenfil were (ingular enough for a faint* On one 
fide was. Mutius Scacvola, in the heroic a6i of 
putting his hand into the flames, with Conftantine 
the Great, and Jupiter and Hebei while Venus and 
Cupids were fporting on the other. The faint had 
furely paid little aUention to thq outfide of the 
dwelling* 

offerings 
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t>fferings of their catholic brethren. They 
beheld with fecret fatisfataion tlie dov;a-« 
fall of a power, of which they had been 
for ages the vidims, while they depofited 
the precious ornaments and utenfils of 
their own worfliip, but without compli- 
menting the ftate with .the abjuration o£ 
their religious belief. In this madncfs 'yf 
againft fuperftition fome method was 
obfcrved. Almoft every monument that 
bore the marks of genius, every relic 
that could contribute to the progrefs of 
the arts, was preferved with care, and de- 
pofited in places of fafcty. Many a faint 
owes his refcuc from deftrudion to the 
chifel of the fculptor or the painter's 
Ikill ; and except in a few of the depart- 
ments, nothing was dellroyed that was 
worth prefcrving. 

The great depofitory at St. Dcnb ^^ 
fieverthelefs fufFcred from this reforming 
rage. The crowns of Dagobert and Clovis ; 
the fceptres of Philip the beautiful, and 

Henry 
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Henry the fowler ; the filver helmet and 
golden fpurs of Charlemagne -, and the 
rich variety of treafure arifing from the 
munificence of fovereigns \p the tutelary 
faint of France, were "mingled together 
in the crucible of the mint. The bodies 
of thefe monarchs gnd heroes were not 
treated with equal refpeftj for, as the cdidt 
had gone forth again ft every veftige of 
royalty^ and every mark or remnant of 
ariftocracy, the tombs in which they had 
been for ages quietly . inurned were 
forced to open their ppndcrous jaws; 
and thofe furious Jacobins, worfe than 
** the hellifti rout that tore the Thracian 
bard in Rhodope," had the fatisfadtion 
to fee the bones and aflies of the long 
' line of their Charles's, Henries, and 
^ Louis; of their Condes, Montmorencies, 
and Turennes, before whofe loweft valets 
they would have trembled in fubmiffivc 
filence, become the prey of famifhed 
dogs, and the fport of the. winds. 

One 
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One of the pretences for this viohtion 
of the dead, which was general around 
Paris, and in fome of the^ neighbouring 
departments, was thie want of the cof- 
fins that enclofed them to make bullets 
for the ufe of the army. The cemete- 
ries were therefore called the^ revoJu- 
tioriary lead-mines. If the ramblings of 
imagination might be indulged amidft 
the horror which this fort of plunder in- 
fpired, we might, purfue thefe revolu- 
tionary inftruments of death to their 
deftiriation, and fee many an emigrant 
laid proftrate with the former covering 
of his parents' duft. On many a coun- 
tenance doomed to long night, the fun 
once again (hcpe, and many met its 
, beams, whofc features preferved all their 
original forfte and chaiader. Among 
others, madame Sevigne was found en- 
tire, with the unfading bloom of healthy 
and virtuous old age: but as the edidt 
againft ariftocracy and privileges com- 
prehended 
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prehcndcd talents as well as birth, the 
^ife as well as the mighty fufFered in the 
general prgfcription againft lead coffins ^ 
except Defcartes, whofe bones were put 
into a bafket, and carried to the Pantheon, 
where he is fated to repofe with the 
** immortal and divine Marat,'* 
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HILE Paris was delivered up to 
the moft execrable faftions, of which I 
ihall hereafter giv€ you a detail, the 
weftcrn departments became the theatre 
of calamities infinitely more tremendous. 
The ftruggles which took place previ- 
oufly to the Jift of May between the 
republicans and the confpirators, toge- 
ther with the defeat of the northern ar-- 
mies, and the defeftion of Dumourier, 
had diverted the attention of government 
from the dangers by which they were 
menaced in the Vendee. Of this war 
we yet know but little, and what we do 
know is only the hiftory written by the 
party which perfecuted. 

Of all the evils which infcft mankind. 
Vol. II. K thofe 
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thofc occafioned by war are the mod de- 
<y ftruftive. The hurricane, the earthquake, 
and the volcano^ thofe convulfions ia 
nature which fliake the earth to its bafis, 
and feem to threaten .it with annihilation, 
are not to be compared with che fcourges 
of .wart We read of cities befieged anfl 
taken by ftorm, without fympathizing 
very deeply in the hiftory. We fee nei- 
ther the infidious mine wJiich (hatters a 
thoufand limbs^ at one blow, nor hear 
the cannon and the ^omb, which per- 
form the work of deft ruft ion more open- 
ly. . The foldicr climbing precipices, or 
fcaUng walls, to fall with indifcriminatc 
rage on the old, the infant, and the de- 
fencelefs, and to convert flouriOiing ci- 
ties- into one vaft cemetery, is only a be- 
ing of romance to thofe who have lived 
at a diftance from fuch fcene«, and the 
tcnpr of whole days has glided away in 
tranquillity. When the laws of war 
according to the regulations of civilized 

fociety 



fociety are obferved, the miferies are ' 
ftill tremendous:: the laws of nature are 
perverted ; it is the young, not the old, 
that defeend firft to the tomb, and all 
the dear and tender relations of life are 
broken— the father laments his fon — the 
wife the hulband torn from them to ferve 
the purpofcs of ambition or cruelty— 
whole countries are depopulated, fields 
lie uncultivated, and faminp produces 
defpair. 

If fuch are the evils attendant on war Oi 
when men murder each other without 
provocation and without refentment; 
when they fcarcely know cither the caufe 
of the difpute which brought them into 
the field, or for whom they are going to 
(hed their blood ; what muft be the hor- 
ror of that conflid where every regula- 
tion of humanity is confidered as con- 
fpiracy and treafon, where every aftion 
becomes laudable in proportion as it*be- 
comes ferocious, where murder is the 
K 2 only 



( iS6 ) 

♦nljr mark of bravery, and where ex- 
termination alone is conqueft ! 

The progrefs of the royalifts after the 
cveots of the loth of Auguft tothecpocha 
of Dumourier's defeftion, had remain- 
ed unnoticed ;* nor was it till they had 
raifed a mod formidable camp and me- 
naced Nantes, Angers, and other cities, 
and iffued their formal manifeftoes de- 
manding there-eftabliftiment of the prieft- 
hood, nobility^ and royalty, that any 
efffi&ive meafures were taken to reprefs 
them. The firft generals that were font 
againft them, who were Berruycr, Marie, 
and Ligonier; afted, it is faid, as if they 
were their allies, rather than their ene- 
mies; and Quetinau, who fuccceded them, 
is attufed of having furrendered Touars, 
with the magazines which it contained, 
and an army of four thoufand men* 

Thefe defcAions on the one fide, and 

t^ vidories of the royajifts on the other, 

at length roufed the convention, who 

"f decreed 
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decreed that an army of three hundred ' 
thoufand men fliould be raifed to fuc- 
cour what they called the patriots in 
the Vendee, who were oppofed by the 
robbers. As this feemed to be an cx- 
tra-fervice, great rewards were given ta 
thofe who would enlift to go and affift 
** their brethren-,'* but mod of thefe 
heroes, who were paid enormous fums 
to perforni this aft of charity, went and 
increafed the armies of the malcontents, 
inftead of fighting againfi: them. A ftiort 
time after the 31ft of May^ Saumur was 
taken by the royalifls, and a number of 
other important places, Vehiers^ Parte- 
nay, BrefTuire, and Fontenay the capital 
of the department, fell into their power. 
The armies of the convention fled con- 
tinually before numbers greatly inferior, 
and abandoned their magazines, baggage, 
and cannon ; fo that the Vendean troops 
were furnifhed completely with (lores of 
every kind from the cowardice of the 
K 3 conven- 
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conventional forces, or the treachery of 
their commanders. 'While thefe dif- 
graces befeJ the armies on the weftera 
fide, Nantes, which was .befieged by aa 
army of forty thoufand men, was de* 
fended with five thoufand, by Canclaux, 
who by the prudence and vigour of his 
operations faved the province of Brit- 
tany, and gained feveral important vic- 
tories. Other generals who appeared ta 
have the. means as well as the intention 
of finifhins the war expeditioufly, among 

♦•* - ■ ^ %^ ' -^ _ ^- 

whom was the fornier due dc Biron*^ 

wer^ ^ 

* Madame Roland was a pri&ncr with Blron la 
the Pelagie. " At this moment," " fhe fays,, 
** Biron is my fellow prifoner. Biron came to. .. 
Paris at the latter period of Cache's admin iftrat ion,, 
to denounce, him to the convention, provided MRtlt 
papers to prove the minifler's dilapidatioBS. Biron 
faw him, was feduced by his feeming franknefs, 
and was perfuaded that there was more of ignorance 
than of ill intention in his conduft. He felt how cruel, 
it would be to fend a man to the fcaffold who might 

Quly • 
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were fufpended, as well as Canclaux, 
whiltRonfinandRofngnol, two//;^/^/;^//^ 
generals, were loaded with eulogiums 
by the confpirators of Paris, in propor- 
tion as they were defeated by xlie roy- 
alifts. 

The royalifts, encouraged by their fuc- 
cefies, and finding themselves fo well fe- 
conded by thefe generals, marched on 
th€ 27th of July toward^ Angers, and to 
a bridge which was an important pafs, 

only have been deceived : he abandoned hit inten- 
tion, of which he informed Pachd himfelfi Pachc 
comes to an explanation, gets into his own hands 
the papers and proofs of the complaints again (l 
bim, and fends Biron to the army in Italy [thV 
Vendee fhe ought to, have fkidj where he leaves 
him in want of every thing. He gains a few ad- 
vantages, nothing is faid about them ; he makes re- 
clamations, no attention is paid ; the time runs on, 
the evilincreafes ; he infifts, and is ordered to Paris, 
where he arrives, and is fhut up in the Pclagie. 
He now knows the hand of Pache in the tyrant 
who opprcffeshim.'' 
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called the bridge of Ce. Orders were 
given to evacuate this poft, as had beca 
done in preceding inftances. But con- 
trary meafures being taken by a deputy 
in mimon, and other difpofitions being 
made by general Tune, both places 
were, faved, and for the firft time a vic- 
tory was obtained. This general gained 
a ftill greater advantage, and a fortnight 
after he was broke. 

The evacuation of Cholet by the roy- 
alifts would have been the conlequence 
of their defeat ; but when general Rey 
was propofing to take advantage of his 
vi(Slory, an imperial edift of the lame 
fanfculotte general forced him to a re- 
treat. As a reward for fuccel&s which 
Rey afterwards gained, he alfo was broke j 
and his adjutant, who came to Paris to 
plead for him, was thrown into the dun- 
geon of the Conciergerie. 

Thefe plans of military operations 
were not likely to be attended with much 

fucccfs^ 
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fiiccefs, and have appeared at all times 
myfterious. Phillipeaux, in his flric- 
tures on this war, calls it a Arrange phe- 
nomenon for hiftory, that the govern- 
ment Ihould have looked calmly on, 
whilft thofe who gained victories were 
difgraced, and thofe whofe only prbwefs 
had confided in converting whole ar- 
mies compofed of fome of the braveft 
and beft difciplined troops in the re- 
public, into heaps of carcafles, were 
carefled and continued in command. 
Phillipeaux, in his letter to the committee 
of public-fafety, affures them that the 
•two generals Ronfin and Roflignol had 
butchered from forty to fifty thoufand 
patriots. 

But time reveals mod myfteries. At 
this period the confpirators in Paris were 
cnore in dread of the refentment of the 
departments than they were of the arms , 
of the royalifts. Of the various calum- 
nies which they invented againft the de- 
K 5 puties 
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puties who had fled from Paris, that of 
joining the royalifts was the moft induf- 
irioufly propagated ; and while the pro^ 
fcribed deputies were held up to the pub- 
lic as tlic fupporters and aftors in a caufe 
which all parties agreed to call rebellion, 
the confpirators found themfelves juflti- 
fied in taking the tneafures beft fitted to^ 
externjinate the only rivals they had ta 
d^ead. Had the royalifts been defeated, 
and the rebellion cruflied, the calumny 
would have been difcovered, and all 
pretence for punilhment taken away. 
It was the intereft therefore of the ufurp-- 
ers to menace the people with the venge- 
ance of royalifm and fedcralifm united ;. 
and none were better calculated to fulfil 
their intentions,, than thofc inexperienced 
and profligate men who had the mofl:^ 
remarkable talents for procuring the de- 
feat of the armies they commanded. 

Whether or no this be the real expla^ 
nation of that which has been deemed fo 

myfte^ 
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myftertous, muft be left to the confidera- 
tion of thofc who wifli to penetrate into 
this labyrinth. When we fee' the hiftory 
of the war of the Vendee written by the 
royalifts themfelves, it is probable that 
they will f^y, that their own valour, and 
the goodnefs of the caufe in which they 
were engaged, gave them thefe victories. 
In yielding its full force to this expla- 
nation, and Tuppofing that the conven* 
tional armies were defeated by braver 
troops, it will yet remain unexplained, 
why, of two claffes of Conventional ge^ 
ncrals, thofc who b^at and thofe who 
were beaten, the former Ihould have 
found either imprifonment, or the fcaf- 
fold, and the others prodigality of fa^ 
vours. 

• The ufurpers having fucceeded in their 
criminal defigns againft the republican 
party, now found it neceffary to rid 
themfelves of the royalifts, whom they 
had hitherto made ufeful to their defigns* 
K6 The 
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The iJttcr cndof Auguft they formed a 
difierent plan for the remainder of the 
campaign, which confifted in attacking 
at once the royalifts from e^cry point, 
and finifhing the contefib as it were at a 
fingle blow. The army on the northern 
fide^ was committed to Roflignol and 
'Ronfin> and the revolutionary legions 
and the army on the weftern coaft were 
entrufted to Lechelle. However well 
this plan might have been combined, 
the firlS . fpccimen thofe who w«^ to ex- 
ecute it gave ef obedience to their in- 
ftruftions was to fufier the infurgents to 
take pofleffion of the ifland of Noir- 
moutier, Machecoul, and other places, 
and evacuate Montaigu, where they 
abandoned immenfe magazines of eve^y 
fort, and the army was reduced to deep 
in the ppen air; while their ignorant or 
treacherous leaders kept at a convenient 
diftance, furrounded by aftrcfles, cour- 
tefans, and alLtbe liccntioulbefs of an 

caftem 
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caftern camp, with all the vulgarity of the 
loweft profligacy. 

This defeat was followed by many 
others, and by the capture alfo of fcverai 
towns. The expedition which Lechellc 
made was fo contrived, that his troops 
had not the means of efFefting a retreat; 
The proteftion of the city of Nantes 
was entrufted to hkn, and he fufiered a 
body of fome hundred royalifts^ to cut off 
its provifions for feveral days in the face 
of his whole army; and when the repre- 
fentatives of the people rcqucfted him to 
fend a detachment to refcue a convoy of 
flour which had fallen into the enemy *s 
hands, he treated the applicatioa with 
contempt. 

While this general was dilpofing of 
the conventional armies on tho weftern 
fide, his colleagues Rofiignol and Ron- 
fin, the latter of whom having feen ibmc 
fervice took the title of miniftergeneral^ 
were preparing to execute the plan of 

the 
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the campaign on the other fide, Inftead 
of marching to attack the enemy^, they 
halteci for fome time at Saumur and 
Tours, fo^s to let the royalifl army ac- 
quire its ptoper confiftency. To fur- 
round, the enemy was the great objeft j 
and orders were fent to the commanders 
p{ the fouthcrn armies at Niort, Lugon, 
9nd Partenay, to co-operate^ The event 
of this arrangemerit was, conformably 
to the ordinary fyftem, the total defeat of 
thef6 divifions ^ and on the i8th of Sep- 
tembpr fo admirably were the inftruc- 
tioi^s obeyed, that fifty thoufand men at 
Coran and near the paffage of the Loire 
^t Ce, commanded by Ronfin and Rof- 
fignol, were attacked by an army con- 
fiding of three thoufand royalifts only ^ 
and what could appear fcarcely credible^ 
the fanfculotte generals had fo ingenioufly 
arranged their troops, that they were 
not only defeated by this inconfidera- 
ye detachment, but the Daughter was 
immenfe* ^ This 
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• This extraordinary defeat will not, t 
am told, furprife any military man, when* 
he hears that the conventional army wa^* 
arranged for battle in a fingle column^, 
in the defiles of Corao, with eight mcn^ 
in front, and prefenting a flank to the 
enemy, who had poffcflion of the heights,, 
of nearly twelve miles in extent. The 
artillery, inftead of being placed on thofe: 
heights, under the protedion of a ftrong. 
detachment, as was propofcd by the: 
guides, and thofe who knew the country,, 
was placed at the head of this long co-> 
lumn, and of courfe fell into the hands, 
of the royalifts, who turned it againft 
the conventional troops, and .made great 
carnage. In the mean time, detachments, 
ef the enemy gained poflfeffion of the 
heights without difficulty arid withouD 
refiftance, rnafiacred the troops below^ 
taking them in flank, and made them,, 
from the confufion into 'which they were 
thrown,, the exterminators of each other; 

The 
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The generals who commanded this ex- 
pedition were, in the mean time, regalir^ 
themfelves at a diftance, with their mif • 
trefles, fome of whom were afterwards 
goddefles of reafon ; but they had the 
prudence to deftroy their magazines, in- 
ftead of leaving them as ufual at the 
difpolition of the enemy. The harveft of 
that part of the country was jufl: then 
gathered in, and would have fufficed 
them for a whole year, had they fe- 
cured it agreeably to the orders of the 
convention. 

• This new plan of a campaign was not 
attended with more happy fuccefs than 
the former, and the myftery which em- 
barrafled Phillipeaux became ftill more 
inexplicable. It would be difficult in- 
deed to define what could be the motive 
which led the government to look with 
fo much complacency on this coatinued 
fyftem of defeat and carnage, did we noc 
fee what combinations of crooked policy 

were 
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were put into execution to fecure the 
purpofcs of ferocious ambiiion. The 
party of the Gironde, being completely 
crufhed, gave them no longer any ia- 
quietude, and it became now the interefl: 
of the yfurpers to bring the war to a 
fpeedy iflue. The two former plans not 
having fucceedcd, the committee of pub-^ 
lie fafety publilhed another. Thefe con- 
fpirators had feen how efficacious their 
decrees had been in feveral inftances^ and 
therefore imagined a mode of putting an 
end to this deftrudtive contcft by decree- 
ing that it (hould finifli'On the 20th of 
Oflober^ and that the generals fhould 
receive the triumphal crown on the firft 
of November following. We fliould be 
inclined to fmile at this excels of folly, 
if that difpofition were not fuppreflcd 
by indignation and horror at the atrocious 
orders which were given for this purpofe 
to their armies, " tl^at defolation and in- 
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difcriminate dcftruftion mufl: now t)c- 
comc the order of the day." 

The decree having dated in exprefs 
terms, « that all the retreats, mills,' and 
ovens of the robbers fliould be deftroyed 
and burnt, and that the minifter pf war 
Ihould be ordered to fend combuftible 
matter for that purpofe ;'• and the pro- 
clamation of the convention having in- 
vited the foldicrs of liberty to exterminate 
all thefe robbers, before the end of Odto- 
ber; '' the foldicrs of liberty/' and all 
thofe who >yere invited to ^ the accom- 
plimment. of tHIs new plan of the cam- 
paign, prepared to put it iqto £:^ecution. 
Neither the committee of ufurpation, nt>r 
the convention had been nice in the de- 
finition of their terms, and therefore the 
foldiers of liberty undertook to conftrue 
them at their pleafure. Accordingly, 
every houfe of the peaceful inhabitant 
, came within the definition of the retreat 
of a robber, fince every inhabitant of the 
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Vendee was cdnfidered as a robber, and 
eonfequently his dwelling muft be a re*^ 
treat. 

Whether or no^the inftrumcnts of thi& 
barbarous and execrable policy reafoned 
after this manner, they certainly became- 
pradical logicians ; and the army, in ad- 
dition to their hundred thoufand bay- 
onets, were armed with a hundred thou-^ 
fand torches i and having been pronounced 
by the ufurpers the executors of their 
juft vengeance, the property of the armed , 
— "^lift .and the peaceable republican 
J^/ — ^ ' '^ 

became alike obje^ls of their rapacity antt 

fvryv ajEid indifcrimiipjate snajBTacre andi 
plunder were literally the order of the day.. 
In the firft days of the revolution^ 
whe? liberty and philofophy went hand 
ifi hand tog^tKer, what a moral revolution, 
was inftantly effeifted throughput Europe^ 
by the fublime and immortal principlesv. 
which this greax change feemed' about to 
ifttrod^uce into goYernnacnt ! But what 

eternal 
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eternal regrets muft the lovers of Liberty 
feel, that her caufe (hould have fallen 
into the hands of mon(iers ignorant of 
her charms, by whom the has been 
transformed into a Fury, who, brand ifli- 
ing her fnaky whips and torches, has 
enlarged the limits of wickednefs, and 
driven us back into regions of guile 
hitherto unknown ! 
^f So unexampled are the crimes which 
have been committed, that it will require 
ftronger evidence than the hiftorian is 
commonly bound to produce, to perfuade 
future generations of their reality. Alas ! 
but a faint outline has been drawn of 
this terrifying pifture, over which the 
friendof liberty would, if it were poffible, 
like the recording angel, drop a tear, 
that might blot it out for ever. — *^ If 
fome fweet oblivious antidote" could 
drive from my brain the remembrance of 
thefe things, and from my heart the 
feelings that opprefs it^ as well as from 

the 



( ^13 ) 

the knowledge of the world, I Ihould be 
tempted to fnatch from the .enemies of 
Liberty the triumph they affume from 
this mournful hiftory. But thcfe horrors 
muft ftain the page of the revolution 
for ever. The bloody charaders muft re- 
main indelible on the wall, a dreadful, 
but inftrudive Icflbn to future ages, 
and to thofe countries which are deftined 
to labour through revolutipns, and who 
will learn, while they contemplate this 
terrific chart, how to avoid the rocks on 
which Liberty has been nearly wrecked. 
Dreadful indeed has been the crids we 
have pafTed ! yet it is fome confolation, 
amidft. this mighty mafs of evil, that 
France is at length beginning to learn 
wifdom from the things fhe has fufFcred. 
France no longer looks around to find apo- 
logies for the crimes that have been com* 
mitted : fhe her elf holds up the criminals 
to the world. She boafts not of her vifto- 
♦ics over Euro], e armed againft her rights; 

but 
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but (he triumphs in the conquefts ftie 
has made over hcrfelf. It is fome relief^ 
while I am ftruggling through the 
gloomy hiftory of thefe horrors, that I 
fee again the dawn of that glorious lighc 
which will chafe them away. The lafl: 
fti;oke has been given to that vile and 
degrading fyflem, which ignoble ufurpers 
had framed : we may now approach the 
altarof Liberty with confidence and hope; 
the hideous fpedtres that haunted it have 
fled for ever ;^ and its incenfe in future 
will rife grateful to heaYcn, and fpread 
fragrance over a regenerated land* 



APPENDIX. 



APPENDIX, 



No, I. 

After the fiegc of Perufia, fay the 
hiftorians, in fpite of the capitulation, the 
anfwer of Auguftus was : ** You niuft all 
perifh/' Three hundred of the principal 
citizens were dragged to the altar of Ju- 
lius Casfar, and there on the day of the 
ides of March were murdered:, after 
which the remainder of the inhabitants 
were put without diftin£lion to the edge 
of the fword ; and the city, which was one 
of the fineft in Italy, w^s reduced to 
aftics, and as nnuch effaced as He'rcula- 
neum from the furface of the earth. 

There was formerly a law in Rome, fays 

Tacitu^yhich defined ftate crimes and 
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high treafons, and which decreed the 
punifliment of pain of death. Thefc 
crimes of high treafon, under the repub* 
lie, were reduced to four forts : namely, 
if an army had been abandoned in an 
enemy's country ; if fedition had been ex- 
cited ; if the members of the conftituted 
bodies had mifmanaged public affairs, or 
mifapplied the public money; and if the 
majefty of the Roman people had been 
degraded. The emperors wanted but a 
few additional articles to this law to in- 
volve both the citizens and whole ci- 
ties in a general profcription. Auguftus 
was the firft to extend this law of high 
treafon, in which he comprehended writ- 
ings which he called count^-reDolutknary. 
Under his fucceffors, the extenfion of this 
law became unbounded. When fimple 
remarks were conftrued into ftate crimes, 
it required but a little ftretch of pow- 
cr to change looks either of compaf- 
fion or forrow, or even fighs, and filence 

itfelf, into guilt« HI 

It 
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It was a crime of high treafon or coun-^ 
ier-revolution in the city of Nurfia to have 
erefted a monument to its inhabitants who 
we're killed at the fiege of Mutina, in 
fighting under Auguftus himfelf : but it 
was, becaufe Auguftus then fought with 
Brutus ; and Nurfia met with the fate of 
Perufia. 

Crime oi count ir-r evolution in L. Dru- 
fus, for having enquired of fortune tellers 
whether he (hould not be at fome future 
time a rich man. Crime of count er^revo^ 
lution in Crematius Cordus, a news writer, 
for having called Brutus and Cafljus the 
laft of the Romans. Crime of counter-^ 
revolution in one of the defcendants of 
Caffius, for having in his pofleffion a por- 
trait of his great uncle. Crime oi coun- 
ter-revolution in Mamercus Securus, for 
having compoled a tragedy in which 
there was a verfe liable to a double con- 
ftrudion. Crime of conn! er-r evolution in 
Auguftus Siknus, for living expenfively. 

Vol. II. L Crime 



i 21% ) 

Crime Qi counter-revolution in Petreius/for 
having had a dream about Claudius, 
Crime of counter-revolution m Appius 
Silenus, becaufe the wiib of Claudius had 
had a dream about him. Crime of coun*- 
ttr^revclution in Pompon ius,^ becaufe a 
friend of Sejanus had fought an afyluiti 
at one of his country-houfes. Crime of 
counfer-revolution^ to complain of the mi- 
fery of the times, for it was blaming the 
government. Crime of counter-revolution^ 
in not invoking the divine genius of Ca- 
ligula, For this omiffion, a great num- 
ber of citizens were beaten with clubs, 
condemned to the mines, or to be thrown 
to the wild heafts, and ibme even to be 
fa wed afunder. Crime of count er-revolu^ 
tion in the mother of the conful Fufcius 
Geminus, for having lamented the fatal 
death of her fon. Unlels you were will- 
ing to perilh yourfelf, you muft expreli 
joy at the death of your friends or rela* 
tions* Under Nero, many, whole kin- 
dred 
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dred he had deftroyed, went t^ return 
thanks to the gods, and illuminated their 
houfes. It was neceflary at leaft to wear 
an air of fatisfaftion, and cheerfulnefs, 
and every one was afraid left fear itfelf 
(hould be the means of his condemna-* 
tion. 

Every thing gave umbrage to the ty^ 
rant. Was a citizen popular? He was 
the prince's rival, and might kindle a 
civil war. Studia civium in fe verteret ; 
ct fi multi idem audeant, bellum efle^ 
SufpeSfed. 

Did a man fliun popularity, and cot;- 
fine himfelf to his fire-fide ? This retired 
kind of life made you remarked, and 
gave you confideration. Quanto metu 
occultior, tanto plus famas adeptus. Suf- 
pelted. 

Were y6u rich ? There was imminent 

danger that the people would be corrupt-- 

cd by your liberality— Auri vim atquc 

opes Plauti principi infenfas. SuJpeSed. 
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. Were you poor ? What then ?— Invin- 
cible emperor, this man muft be watched 
more narrowly. There is no one fo en- 
tcrprifing as he that has nothing. Syllana 
inopem, unde praecipuam audaciam. Si^f- 
peSled. 

Are you of a thoughtful melancholy 
charafter, or (lovenly in your manners? 
You are afflidted becaufe public affairs go 
fo welU Homincm bonis publicis mcef- 
tum. Sufp5led. 

If, on the contrary, a citizen. amufes 
himfclf and lives luxurioufly; he is merry 
only becaufe the emperor has had an at- 
tackof the gout, which happily is nothing-. 
we muft Ihew this gentleman that his 
majefty is in the prime of life. Redden- 
dam pro intcmpeftiva licentia mceftam et 
funebrem noftem, qua fcntiat vivere Vi- 
rilium et imperare. SufpeSled^ 

Was he virtuous, or auftere in his man- 
ners ? Good ! a new Brutus, who pre- 
tends with his pale countenance and jaco* 

bin 
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Bin wig to criticife an agreeable and 
wcll-powdered court. Glifcere agmulos 
Brutorum, vulcus rigidi et triftis quo tibi 
lafciviam cxprobrent. SufpeSled. 

Was he a philofopher, an orator, or a 
poet ? He wanted to have more fanne 
than thofe who were at the head of af- 
fairs ! Could an author be tolerated who 
had more attention paid him in the upper 
gallery, than the emperor in the ftage 
box? Virginium ct Rufum cla'ritudo 
nominis. SufpeSied* 

' In (hort, if you acquired military repu- 
tation, you became the more dangerous 
from your talents. With a filly general 
you knew what to do ; if he became a 
traitor, he could not fo dexteroufly be- 
tray his army to the enemy, but that fome 
would come back. But an officer of me^ 
cit, fuch as Corbulo or Agricola, if ho 
became a traitor, not a. man would re*- 
turn. The beft way was to difpatcli 
them. At leaft, great emperor,, haften 
L 3 and 
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and rid the army of them. Multa mifi. 
Uris fams metum fccerat. SufpeRtd. 

You may well imagine that it was a 
very fcrious thing indeed if you were a 
grandfon or one of the family of Auguf- 
tus. You might fome day have preten- 
lions to the throne. Nobilem, ct quid 
hinc fpedaretur a CaBfarum poacris. 5k/. 
~fe£leL 

And aJl the fufpeSed did not get off 
as with us, by being fent to the Madc- 
Jonettes, the Scotch College, or St. Pda- 
gic*. The prince fent them to their phy- 
fician or apothecary to choofe in four- 
a-id-tsrc-jry hours what idnd of death 
they liked bcft, Miflus centurio qui 
maturaret eum. 

It was thus iippofCble to poflcfs any 
kind of quality,^ unlefs it became an in- 
ftrument of tyranny, without awakii^ 
the jcaloufy of the dcfpot, or expofing 
yourfclf to cerwin ruin. It was a crime 

• Prifons in Pjrii. 
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to have a great place, or rcfign it ; but the 
greateft of all crimes was to be incor*rup- 
tible. Nero had fo thoroughly extir- 
pated all good and virtuous men,that after 
having got rid of Thrafea and Soranes, 
he boafled that he had abolilbed even the 
name of Virtue from tl>e earth. When 
the fenaie had condemned them^ the em- 
peror wrote a letter of thanks for their 
having put to death enemies of the repub- 
)ic. The tribune Ciodius erefted an altar 
to Liberty in the place where Cicero's 
houie had been rafed to the ground, and 
the people Ihouted, " Vive la Liberte !'* 

One was executed on account of his 
name, or that of his anceftors, and an« 
other on account of a beautiful houfe at 
Alba. Valerius Aliaticus, becaufe the 
emprefs was pleafed with his gardens i^ 
Statilius, becaufe Ihe did not like the cut 
of his face; and a numerous multitude 
without any reafon whatever. 

Foranius, the tutor, the old friend -of 
L 4 Auguftus, 
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Auguftus, was profcribed by hb pupil 
without any apparent caufe,. except that 
he was an honeft man, and loved his 
country. Neither age nor innocence could 
Ihicld Quintus Gellius from the bloody 
hands of the executioner ; and this famcj 
Auguftus, whofe clemency has been fo 
much boafted, tore out his eyes with his 
own hands. You were betrayed and 
poniarded by your enemies or flaves; 
or if you had no enemy, your hoft, your 
friend, your fon became your affaflin. 

In one word, under three reigns the na- 
tural death of a celebrated man was fa 
rare a thing, that it was put into the 
gazette as a fort of epocha, and trant 
mitted by hiftorians to the remembrance 
of ages. ** Under this confulate," fays 
our annalift, " the pontiff Pifo died in 
his bed, which appeared fomewhat mi- 
raculous." 

The death of fo many excellcat citizena 

appeared a lefs calamity than the info- 

lence 
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lence and fcandalous fortunes of theif 
murderers and den unciators. Every day 
die facfed and inviolable informer made 
his triumphant-entry into the palaces of 
the dead, and feizcd on fome rich inherit- 
ance. All thcfe denunciators affumed 
the moft refpedtable namesj and called 
themfclves Cotta, Scipio, Regulus, Caf- 
fius, Severus. Denunciation was the only 
means- of arriving at honours, and Re^ 
gulus' was made conful three times on ac- 
count of his informations. 

In this manner every one threw himfclf 
in the v/ay of arriving at dignities, fince 
the road waa fo tafy y znd the marquis- 
SerenuSi in order to make his firft appear-* 
ance with Mal^.BXid gain reputation asi 
an informer, began a profecution againft. , 
his aged father as a counUr-revolutioniJl ; , 
after which he decorated himfelf with' 
the founding name of Brutus. 

The judges rcfembled the accufcrs:. 
L 5 the 
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the tribunals, which ought to have been 
the protcftors of life and property, were 
become butcheries ; and robbery and 
murder bore the names of confifcation 
and punilhment. 

If there were no meaniof fending a man 
to the tribunal, he was afTafiinated or im« 
prifoned. Celer ^lius, the famous Locuf- 
ta, the phyfician Anicetus, were poifoners 
by profeflion, privileged men, travelling 
in the fuite of the court, and a kind of 
lords of the bed-chamber to the crown. 
When thefe half-meafures were not found 
fufiicient, the tyrant had recourfe to a ge- 
neral profcription. Thus it was that Cara« 
calla declared all his friends and the par- 
tifans of Scjanus enemies of the republic, 
to the number of thirty thoufand. Thus 
it was that Sylla in one day forbade the 
ufe of fire and water to feventy thoufand 
Romans. If a lion-emperor had a praN 
torian guard of tigers and panthers, tbey 

would 
9 



( "7 ) 

would not have torn ia pieces a greater 
number than the common informers, 
the freedmcn, the polfqni^rs, and the cut- 
throats of the Casfarsi for the cruelty 
caufed by hunger ceafes with hunger, 
while that caufed by fear, by the avarice 
and the fufpicions of tyrants ha$ no* 
bounds. To what a degree of degra* 
dation dnd bafenefs muft not the hu»» 
man race have fallen^ when we think 
that Rome fuffcred the government of 
a monfter, who cQmplained chat his reiga 
had not been (ignalized by any calamity, 
peftilence, famine, or earthquake ^ who 
envied Auguftus the happincfs. of hav-> 
ing had under his empire aa army cut 
to pieces, and in the rciga of Tiberius 
the dilafter of the amphithcaiPc pf Fi- 
denae, where fifty thoufand perfons pc-^ 
riihed ; and to fupi up all in one word^ 
who wilbcd that the Roman people 
had but one neck, to put it in mafi 
through* the little window!*' 

* The cant word for the guillotine. 

i-6 No^ 
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No. II. 

Tte two laft letters of young Custine to 
his Wife. 

Nine o'clock in the morning. 

I CANNOT begin my laft day better, 
than in fpcaking to you of the tender 
and painful fentiments which I feel on 
your account. I fometimes endeavour to 
fupprefs them, but they are never very 
diftant from my mind. What will be 
your fate ? They will leave you at leaft 
your habitation, your chamber at leaft ^ 
Melancholy ideas, melancholy reflec- 
tions ! 

I have flcpt nine hours* Why was 
not your night as calm as mine ? for it 
is your tenderncfs, not your affliftion, 
that is neceflary to me. 

You already know the facrifice that I 
have made. I have a poor unfortunate 
companion here who has feen you when 

you 
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you were a child, and who feems a wor^ 
thy man. What a happinefs it is at the 
clofe of my misfortunes to have the 
means of alleviating thofe of others. Tell 
this to Philoftetes. 

I have forgotten to tell you that I 
made almoft wholly my own defence, 
and only made it oa account of thofe 
'who love me* 

Four o'clock. 

I MUST leave you 1 fend you 

my hair in this letter ; madame ..... 
promifes me to give you both.. Aflure 
her of my gratitude. 

It is all over, my poor Delphina : for 
the laO: time I embrace you ! I cannot 
fee you, and even if I could I would not. 
The feparation would be too cruel, and 
thefe are not moments for indulging my 
feelings. What dq I fay ? for indulging 
my feelings ! — How fliall I avoid fo do- 
ing? Your image 1—- — there is but one 

way 



k 



"way— that of banifliing it from my re- 
membrance with favage but necefTary 
barbarity. My reputation (hall be fuch 
ks it ought to be; and as for life, it is a 
thing frail by its nature. Regret a few, 
the only emotions which give a momen- 
tary difturbance to my tranquillity. You^ 
who know fo well my fentiments, will 
know how to exprcfs them 5 but drive 
from your tTioughts the remembrance of 
thofe regrets which arc the moft painful 
to me, for they are addrefled to you ! 

I do not believe that I have ever done 
evil to any pcrfon intentionally. I often 
felt the warmeft defire to do good. I 
could have wiflied to have done more; 
but I do not feel the burden of remorfe, 
and why (hould I feel any difquietude ? 
To die is neceffary, and an event as natu- 
ral as that of being born. Your fate 

iaflaidls me — may it be foftened! — may it 
even one day become happy I — This is the 
wilh neareft to my heart.— Teach your 

foa 
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fon to know his father. May your watch- 
ful care banifh vice far from him ! and as 
for misfortune, may he learn how to bear 
it as he ought ! 

Farewell ! I do not frame axioms of 
the hopes of my imagination or my heart ;. 
but be aflured that I do not leave you 
without the expectation that we fhall 
meet again. I have forgiven the few who 
feemed to rejoice in my imprifonm^nt, 
Beftow a reward on the perfon who will 
convey to you this letter.'* 



1^0. 
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No. III. 

^ 1 HE fituation of aflfairs, and the" 
difcontented ftate of the public mind; 
alarmed the court. The minifters foon 
became the objeft of general animadver- 
fion, and their conduft did not appear 
at all favourable to the eftablilhment of 
the conftitution, which the king had 
fworn to maintain contrary to his will 
and feelings, and which he was deter- 
mined riot to fupport. Amid ft the fre- 
quent changes and confufion which then 
took place in adminiftration, the courts 
was puzzled and doubtful of whom to 
make choice. It was faid openly and 
loudly, that, if the king was fincere, he 
would choofe his minifters amongft men 
whofe reputation for patriotifm was not 
doubtful. The king had hitherto de- 
cided as cowardice or fear diftated; fome- 
timcs with the hopes of gaining over 
thofe who were named, or with the rcfo* 

lutioD, 



fution^ if this plan did not fucceed, of 
driving them altogether from the court* 
At length the king feemed deteraiined 
to choofe his minifters amongft thofewha 
were called patriots^, for then the appel- 
lation was not dishonoured.. How that 
came topafs I never have been informed* 
Intelligent men refkdted how important 
it was ta dilred the choice of the court 
towards men of talents and of refpeftable 
charafter; for it was poffible that it 
might have taken a malignant pleafure 
in making a feleftion of a kt of wrong*, 
headed Jacobins^ whole blunders and 
exaggerations would have juftrfled -com*, 
plaints, and .brought difgrace on the 
whole body of patriots. 1 do not know 
who it was that in the committee of the 
Place Vendome named Roland as one of 
thofe who ought to be chofen; but his 
name was connecled with the idea* of a 

mari< 
* The committee of the Place Vendome was 
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{flan well informed, who had written cm 
fcveral branches of adminift ration, who 
had experience in thefe affairs, who be- 
fides poflefled a confidcrablc degree of 
reputation, and whofe prineipks unequi- 
vocally exprefled in hrs writings, even 
before the revolution, difcovercd him to 
be a warm partifan of liberty, being fo 
in all refpefts. The king was not a 
ftranger to thefe coniiderations, as I fhal) 
have occafion to prove. 

This projeft was communicated to ot 
only three days before the new mini&ry 
was formed. Brffibt came to me oat 
evening when I was alone, and told me 
that Roland was thought of as miniftcr. 
I fmiled, and alked him what he meaaf 
by his pleafantry ? He anf^ered me, that 
he was in earned, informed me of what 

an aflcmbly of patriot depaties, wlu> met at the 
Jboufe of one of their cotteagues for the difcufiSoa 
of public affairs. 

I have 
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I have juft related, ind added, that hcf 
was come to know if Roland would un- 
dertake the charge. I promifed to fpeak 
to Roland on the fubjcdt, and give hinx 
an anfwer the next day. Roland was aS; 
much aftoniflied as myfelf at the events 
A multiplicity of affairs to one of hia 
adlive mind was no caufc of objedbion ;. 
and he told me, that as he had always 
obferved placemen to be beings of a very 
middling rank with refped to talents^ 
and yet public bufinefs went forward, he 
was not himfelf afraid of the undertak- 
ing -, that the fituation was indeed critr-iu 
cal,. on account of the diftinft intereft of 
tlie court and the uncertainty of the 
king's intentions ; but that whoever at*, 
tended only to his duty, and was carelefa. 
about the lofs of his place in executing 
it, had nothing to fear : befides which, a 
zealous man, who was confcientious ia 
the means he made ufc of, could not be 
without hope of being of eflcntial fervice 

ta 
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to his country. Roland therefore deter- 
mined to accept the office, and made 
known his intentions to Briflbt, who 
came the next evening at eleven o'clock 
at the breaking up of the- council, ac- 
companied by Dumourier, who an- 
nounced to him officially that the king 
had juft made choice of him as niinifter 
for home-affairs, Dumourier; who had 
been mihifter for fome little time, fpoke 
of the king's fincere. difpofitions to fup- 
port the conftitution, and of his hopes 
of feeing the machine go on with fuccefs,. 
when the whole of the council Ihould be 
animated by. the fame fpirit:. he teftified 
ailfo to Roland his particular fatisfa£tion, 
in feeing fo virtuous and enlightened a. 
patriot named to the adminiftration of 
government. 

Briflbt obferved that the department 
for home-affairs was the moft delicate 
and the mofl. intricate of all, and that it 
was a confolation to the friends of liberty. 

tQ» 
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to fee it entrufted to pure and firm hands. 
The converfation turned (lightly on thefc 
■Iicads, and the hour was fixed on for 
Roland the next day to be prefented to 
his majefty, to take the oath, and his, feat 
at the council. 

I found in Dumourier the manly ak 
of a foldier, the addrcfs of an able cour- 
tier^ the ftyle of a man of wit, but no 
trace of truth. In comparing this man 
with his new colleague, whofe aufterity 
^nd franknefs fometimes border on rude- 
nefs, I afked myfelf if they were made to 
go on long together ? " Here is a man,** 
laid Roland, after their departure, " who 
poflbfles talents." " Yes,'* replied I, 
" and againft which you muft be on 
your guard -, for I think him capable of 
cafting you all a6F, if you do not keep to 
his pace : we Ihall fee." The firft time 
Roland appeared at court in his ordinary 
fimple drefs, which he had for a long time 
worn for the fake of convenience, a few 

fcatter^d 
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fcattered hairs, combed over his venerable 
iiead, a round hat, and his (hoes tied 
viiih firings, thofe valers of the court 
who placed the higheft importance in 
the etiquette on which their own exigence 
depends, looked at him with difdain^ and 
with fome aftonifliment. One of them 
approached Dumourier, and, knitting his 
brows, whifpered him, while he pointed 
out with his eyes the objeft of his fur- 

prife, '* Sir ! fir 1 no buckles in 

his fhoes!" Dumourier, putting on an 
air of aficded gravity, exclaimed, *• Ay, 
fir, it is all over, we are all ruined/* 
The ftory went round, and thofe laughed 
at it who had the lead difpofition to be 
diverted, 

Lewis XVI. behaved to his miniftry 
with the greateft good-humour. This 
man was not precifcly fuch a perlbnagc 
as he has been induftrioufly reprefented 
By thofe who were interefted in degrading 
hioi. He was neither that ftupid fot 

which 
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whkh he has been held out to be fbt 
'the purpofe of exciting contempt, nor 
that polite, good and aSedionate cha* 
rafter for which his friends have extolled 
him. Nature had fornied him^ in 4 
common kind of mould: he would have 
afted well in an obfcure (Ituation ; but 
he was depraved by a royal educiation^ 
and loft his moderation at a critical 
period, in which his fafety could have 
been efieded only by the afliftance of 
genius or virtue. A common mind, 
educated at court, and taught from the 
cradle the art of diHembling, acquires 
many advantages in its commerce with 
mankind. The art of difcovering to each 
no more than he would wi(h him to 
know, is only a habit, to which conftant 
exercife gives the appearance of addrefs ; 
and a man muft be born an ideot, in 
order to appear a fool in a fimilar (itua- 
tion. Lewis XVL had befides a good 
memory, and a great flxare of adlivity ; 

he 
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he never was a moment unemployed^ 
and read a good deal. He had the mod 
perfeft and minute knowledge of all the 
treaties made by France with the neigh- 
bouring powers ; he was well acquainted 
with its hiftory, and was the beft geogra- 
pher in his kingdom. Knowledge of names ; 
the juft application of them to the phyfi- 
ognomies of the perfons of the court to 
whom they belonged^ acquaintance with 
alltheirprivateanecdotes,hadbeenextend- 
cd by him to every individual, who had at 
all diftinguiflied himfelf in the revolution; 
and no one of any quality or defcription 
could be mentioned to him, of whom he 
could not give feme kind of information 
founded on their private hiftory. ButLewis 
XVI. without flrrength of charafter, was 
confined in his views, and had twilled as 
It were his feelings by fuperllitious pre- 
judices and jcfuitical principles. The 
great ideas of religion, the belief of a 
God, and the alTurancc of immortality, 
8 are 
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arc perfeAly in harmony with philofophy; 
and while they rear its column on thofe 
mod ft)iid of all foundations, they like* 
wife adorn it with the moft finiflied ca- 
pital. Wretched are the legiflators who 
dcfpife thefe powerful means of infpiring 
political virtues, and of forming the 
morals of a nation. If they were even 
illufions, we ought to cheriih them, for 
the confolation of mankind : but the re- 
ligion of our priefts prcfented us only 
with objcfts of childilh fear, and mifer- 
able mummeries, inftead of good works ; 
and alfo confecrated the whole code of 
defpocifm, on which the authority of the 
eftabliflied church is founded. Lewis 
XVI. w^s literally afraid of hell, the 
horns and hoofs of the devil, and excom- 
munication ^ and with all this it was im- 
poflible he flaould be any thing but a 
poor creature of a king. If he had been- 
born two hundred years earlier,, and had 
Vol. IL M had 
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had a reafonable wife, he would have m^de 
no more noife in the world than other 
princes of his line, who have pafled 
acrofsthe ftage without doingeither much 
good or evil : but afcending the throne 
amidft the diflblutenefs of the court of 
Lewis XV. and the difordered ftate of 
the treafury, and furrounded by corrupted 
men, he was drawn on by a giddy woman, 
who joined to Auftrian infolence the few- 
wardnefs of youth, and to the arrogance 
of gr^dcur the intoxication of the fenfcs, 
and the carelefTnefs of levity ; and who was 
berfclf feduced by all the vicesof an Aliatic 
court. Lewis XVL too weak to hold the 
reins of government, which was now falling 
headlong into ruin, and crumbling to 
defolation, haftened his own by faults 
without number. Neckar, who always 
a&td the pathetic in politics as well as in 
writing; a man of moderate abilities, 
but of which the world entertained a 

high 
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liigh opinion, bccaufe he had formed a 
high opinion of them himfelf, which he 
Mras careful to make known j without 
foTefight I a fort of a retail financier, who 
could only calculate the contents of a 
purfe, and was talking continually of 
his reputation, as women of intrigue talk: 
of their chaftity; Neckar was but a 
forry pilot for the florm that was gather- 
ing. France was, as it were, exhaufted 
of men: it is a thing highly furprifing 
that they (hould have been fo fcarce in 
this revolution : it has brought forth 
fcarcely any but pigmies. It is not be- 
caufe there was any want of wit, of in- 
formation, of knowledge, of philofophy : 
thefe ingredients had never been more 
common : it was the blaze of the torch 
juft expiring. But that energy of foul 
which J. J. Rouffeau has fo admirably 
defined as the firft charafteriftic of the 
hero, fupported by that folidity of judg- 
ment which knows the juft value of 
M 2 mcty 
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every thing ; with that forefight which 
penetrates into futurity, the re-union of 
which conftitutes charader, and forms 
the fuperior man, we have looked for it 
every where, but it has been no where to 
be found. 

Lewis XVI. continually floating be- 
tween the fear of irritating his fubjeds, 
and his wi(h to keep them within bounds, 
and unable to govern them, convened 
the ftates-general, inftead of reforming 
the expences, and regulating his court. 
After having himfelf unveiled the fpring, 
and (hewed the way to innovation, he 
hoped to ftop its progrefs, by affefling a 
power againft which he had furniftied 
arms, and againft which he had himfelf 
given inftrudions for refiftance. 

No other means were left him, than 
to facrifice with a good grace a part of 
his authority, in order, by means of the 
other, to feize the whole, on a proper 
occafion, which he was not however likely 
t to 
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to do i fince he gave himfelf up to the 
moft dcfperate fort of intrigues, the only 
fort familiar to thofe whom he chofe for 
his advifers, under the proteftion and 
patronage of his wife. He had certainly 
preferved under the conftitution fufficient 
means both of power and of happinefs, if 
he had had the wifdom to keep himfelf 
within bounds. Want of ability had dif- 
ablcd him from preventing the eftabllfli- 
inent of the new government; but honefty 
alone would have been fufficient to have 
faved him, if he had been fincere in execut- 
ing, when he had accepted the conftitution; 
Unhappily for himfelf, on one hand to 
fupporc what he was overthrowing with 
the other, was his crooked policy ; and 
this perfidious condu6t firft excited mif- 
truft, and then finiflxed by kindling gc- 
iieral indignation. 

When he had made choice of pa- 

triotic minifters, he was particularly 

anxious to infpire them with confidence; 

M 3 «nd 
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and he fucceeded fo well, that for three 
weeks, I faw Roland and Clavieres, en* 
chanted with the king's difpofitions, 
thinking only of ths happy order of 
things, and flattering themfelves that the 
revolution was finifhed. — " Good God T* 
I faid to them,. '' every time I fee you 
come from the council with this great 
confidence, I always think that you are 
about to commit fomc a^St of great folly." 
" I affure you," anfwercd Clavieres> 
" that the king is perfedtly convinced 
that his intereft is intimately connefted 
with the obfervance of the laws which 
have been juft cftablifiied : he reafons 
about them too feelingly not to have a 
perfeft conviftion of this truth/* " If," 
added Roland, " he be not an honeft 
man, he is the moft arrant cheat in the 
kingdom : diflimulation can hardly gq 
fo far." " And for my part," I replied, 
" 1 have no great confidence in any man's 
regard for the conftitution,, who has beeo 

educated 
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educated in the prejudices ofdefpotifm. 
and habits of diffipation, and whofe con- 
duft latterly has exhibited a total wane 
both of genius and virtue. Lewis XVI. 
muft be a man very much above the 
common ftandard, to have any fmcere 
regard for a conftitucion which narrows 
the limits of his power ; and if he had 
been fuch a man, he would not have 
iufFered thofe events to have taken place 
which have brought about this conftitu- 
tion/* My great argument for his in- 
fincerity was founded on his flight to 
. Varennes. 

There was a council four times a 
week. The minifters agtced to dine to- 
gether at each other's houfes by turns 
every council day. I received them on 
Fridays. De Grave was the minifter of 
war. He was a flight man in all refpedls; 
nature had made him mild and timid ; his 
prejudices would have made him haughty, 
but his heart forced him to be gentle ; 
M 4 and 
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and from his embarrafffnent to reconcile 
thcfc different parts of his charader, he 
became in reality nothing. I think I 
fee him marching with his courtier-like 
air, his head quite aloft from his feeble 
frame, fhcwing the white of his blue 
eyes, which he could fcarcely keep open 
after dinner, without the help of two or 
three cups of coffee ; fpeaking but little, 
as if he had been refcrved, but which 
filence proceeded only from penury of 
ideas : in fine, he was fo bewildered 
amidft the bufinefs of his department, 
that he afked leave to retire, Lacofte 
was a true clerk of office under the old 
fyftcm, with an infignificant mien, a cold 
look, and a dramatical tone, with talents 
for the ordinary run of affairs : but his 
formal phyfiognomy concealed a violence 
of charadler which, in difcuflions where 
he met with contradiftion, ma^iC him 
ridiculous : he had no comprehenfivc 
TicwS|^ nor the adivity neccffary for a 

minifter. 
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miniftcr. Duranthon, who had beea 
brought up from Bourdeaux to be 
ininifter of juftice, was honeft, as they 
fay, but very indolent : h. had an air of 
vanity, and always appeared to me aa 
old woman, from his timorous charafter 
atid his confequential babble. Clavieres 
was appointed minifter of finance, from 
the reputation he had gained for his know- 
ledge in that branch, but of which T am 
no judge. He was laborious and adlive, 
irafcible and obftinate, as thofe men 
generally are who live confined to their 
deflcs ; punctilious and difficult in his 
difcuflions, and often in contfadidioh 
with Roland : thefe two men efteemed 
without ever loving each other, but 
never difagreed in the great leading prin* 
ciples of their duties. 

Dumourier had a greater (hare than 

any of thefe in what is called wit, and 

lefs of morality. Diligent and brave, a 

good general, a thorough-paced courtier, 

M 5 a good 
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a good writer, a ready fpeaker, and ca- 
pable of great undertakings ; he was de- 
ficient only in firmnefs of charadler, and 
wanted a cooler head to execute the 
plans he had conceived : good humoured 
with his friends,, and ready to cheat every 
one of them ; affiduous to the ladies^ 
but no way fitted to fucceed with thofe 
who were to be won only by tenderncfs ;. 
he was altogether formed for the minifleriaL 
intrigues of a corrupted court. His fplen- 
did qualities 5 and his love of glory led us^ 
to think that he might be ufefuUy cmr 
ployed ia the armies of the republic; and 
perhaps he would have a&ed well if the 
convention had afted wifely ; for he had 
too much good fenfe not to behave as aa 
honed man, when his reputation and his. 
intereft were fo intimately concerned* 

At this time De Grave was about to 
be difmiffed. The minifters and the pai. 
triot deputies were at a lofs on whom ta 
fix for his fucceflbr, fince. the military 
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ipcti who had diftinguilhed thcrttfelvcs 
were almoft all of them hoftile to the 
conftitution. Roland thought of Ser- 
van, who had been long in the fervice, 
and had obtained the crofs of St. Lewis ; 
and whofe principles were not equivocal, 
fince he had publilhed them previoufly to 
the revolution in an excellent work call- 
ed " The foldier a citizen." We knew 
him perfonally from having feen him at 
Lyons, where he bad the deferved repu- 
tation of a wife and induftrious man ; 
and where be retired after having loft his 
place at court as governor of the pages^ 
his politics not being fuitable either to 
thofe of M, St. Prieft, or the palace. 

Scrvan is an ujpright man in the full 
extent of the term, of an ardent mind, 
pure morals, with all the aufterity of a 
pbilofopher, and all the goodnefs of an 
s^edionate heart; an enlightened patriot, 
a brave foldier, a vigilant minifter : he 
-wanted only perhaps a little more cOol- 
M 6 neis 
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iicfs of temper, and more energy of cha^ 
rafter; but he had a degree of merit rare 
to. find, and we fhould have been too 
happy to have had many men of this 
ftamp. 

The fittings of the council might be 
called decent in comparifon with what 
they became afterwards -, but they were 
at that time puerile, confidefing the great 
intercfts which were at ftake. Each of 
the minifters who had bens * to fign^ or 
other papers belonging to his office,, 
went to the king on the council 
day to arrange this particular bufi^ 
nefs before the council began. They 
all went afterwards into the council-hall ;^ 
where, after the decrees had been figned,, 
which the minifter of juftice prefented, 
debates took place refpefting the opera- 
ations of government, internal order, re- 
lations with foreign powers^ peace or* 

* Bons are orders for certain operations, moft 
commonly for the delivery of money*. 

war^. 
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war, &c. With refpc6t to the proclamaf? 
tions of the day, they had cwily to examine 
the decree and apply it, which was aU 
ways a (hort bufinefs. The king fufFered 
his mini-fters to talk t in the mean time 
he read the gazette, the Englifti news- 
papers In their own language, or wrote 
letters. The fandion of the decrees,, how- 
ever, fixed his attention : he did not give 
his fanftion readily, but never refufed* 
When a decree was prefented for the firft 
trme, he put off fandioning it till the 
following council, when he came with 
his mind made up. 

With refpeft to ohgefts of great po- 
litical concern, he often eluded examin- 
ing them, by turning the converfatioa 
on different fubjeds, or on matters pe- 
culiar to each of the minifters. If the 
bufinefs turned on war affairs^ he talked 
about travels-, if it was a diplomatic dif- 
cuffion, he began a hiftory of the man- 
ners of the country in q^ueftion, or made 

enquiries,. 
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enquiries about its fituation and produce^ 
if the examination of the date affairs led 
him into details of agriculture and rural 
oeconomy, he queflioned Roland about 
his works, talked toDumouriep about 
his anecdotes, and to with the reft* The 
council in ihort was little elfe than a cof- 
fee-houfe, where every one learnt the 
news of the day, and amufed himfelf 
with trifles : there was no regifter kept 
of the deliberations, no fccretary to mi- 
nute them* After three or four hours 
converlatioa the council broke up„ with- 
out having done any thing,, except put- 
ting fome fignatures^ and this took place 
three times a week. " But this is piti- 
ful r* 1 could not help exclaiming with 
fome ill humour whe% on Roland's re- 
turn, I afked him what had pafled, 
" You are all of you too courteous,, be- 
caufe you meet with no oppofition, be- 
caufe you are treated with affability and 
politenefe, becaufc you have the appear- 
ance 
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ance of doing each of you in your re^ 
fpeftive departments juft what you plcafc*. 
I am much afraid that you will all be- 
deceived-** 

" But neverthelefs,'* fays Roland,. 
** bufinefs goes on," — <* Yes, but time- 
is loft; for in the torrent of affairs that 
that is. overwhelming you, I would ra^ 
ther fee you employ three hours in foli- 
t4ry meditation on thofe great combina- 
tions of events before you, than wafte; 
them in ufelefs talk." 

The enemy were now forming theic 
plans, and it became abfolutely necet 
fary to declare war ; a meafure which 
brought on warm difcuflions, and which. 
the king aflenred to with extreme repugr 
nance: he had delayed the decifion as^ 
long as pofilble, and appeared to yield 
only when he faw that the n^ajprity of 
the aflembly were of that opinion, and 
that his council was unanimous. 

The continuance and multiplicity of 

religious. 



( ^56 ) 

religious troubles refpedling which the 
minifter for home-affairs had continually 
but in vain foHcited him for fome time 
paft to take ftrong and repreffive mea- 
furcs, now compelled him to do fo. On 
the other hand, the bold fteps taken by 
the foreign troops being formidable and 
menacing, had given the. minifter of 
war, Servan, an idea of a military pro- 
ject, which the affembly feized on with 
enthufiafm, and inftantly decreed. 

It is very true that thcfe two decrees, 
one for forming a camp of twenty thou- 
fand men between Paris and the fron- 
tiers, and the other refpefting the priefts, 
were altogether decifive. The court be- 
held in thefe meafures the overthrow of its 
fecret machinations, of all its plans of par- 
tial infurrcftions, by the means of fana- 
tkifm, and the progrefs of the enemy 
towards Paris; both of which opera- 
tions it protcdted. 

The king was too much decided in 

refuiing 
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rcfufing his fanftion to be very carncft 
in declaring his determination. He made 
ufe of different, pretences, by which 
means he avoided an explanation for 
fifteen days. A debate was begun fe- 
veral times on thefc two articles. Ro- 
land and Servan infilled with warmth, 
and with great energy declared the mod 
ftriking truths, bccaufe each felt the 
. importance and the neceffity of the law 
as it rcfpefted his particular province. 
The general intereft of the affair was a 
thing evident to all of them, and the fix 
aiinifters had but t)ne opinion on this 
fabjca.- / 

During thefc difputes, Dumouricr, 
who was intimate with the king, and 
whofe morals were more in unifon with 
thofe of the court, was often a vifitor 
of the queen ; and as he was not in great 
harmony with his colleagues, the aufte- 
rity of whofe manners was a reproach 
to his own, he found foon the means of 

getting 
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getting rid of them, and entered int^ 
arrangements the cfFefts of which were 
not long in being felt. A mifunder- 
ftanding, or rather a ferious difpute had 
taken place between Dumourier and hiS" 
colleagues, particularly Roland, refpeft- 
ing baron Carieve, whom Dumourier 
had made direflor-general of the foreign: 
department. A report was^ fpread that 
the fum of one hundred thoufand livres . 
was paid to Madame de Beauvcrt, who 
lived with Dumourier as his miftrefs, 
and did the honours of hris table, to the 
great fcandalof thofe who were connefted 
with him, Dumourier received the re- 
prefentations that were made to him by 
Rolandy both with refpeft to his- negleck 
of decency, and his attachment to this 
direftor-general, withill-humour : hequit- 
ted the meeting of the patriotic deputies, 
and became vifibly cool towards Roland. 
••'From this moment," continues Madame 
Roland, « he ceafcd holding any farther 

comrau* 
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communication with the deputies, and 
became more referved towards his col- 
leagues; and no doubt began to medi- 
tate how he might moft expeditiouDly rid 
himfelf of thofe whole charadlers were 
kaft in unifonwith his own. I forefaw the 
cfFedt of thefe conferences, and faid to Ro- 
land; " If you were an inmguer, capa- 
ble of behaving according to the errors 
of the old court and its former fyftem, 
I fhould fay that the moment is come 
when you ought to get rid of Dumou- 
rier, to hinder him from playing you 
fome trick. But honeft men under- 
ftand nothing of thefe fort of courtier- 
like ikirmifhes^ and Roland was as in^ 
capable of having recourfe to them as he 
was unfitted to praftife them. 

The delay of the fanftion was now 
underftood as a pofixive veto, as the time 
was almoft expired. We felt that the 
council not having courage and confift- 
ence enough, to pronounce their opini- 

oas 



( 26o ) 

ens /;/ ffi^fSi it was Roland*s duty, and 
what integrity and courage dircfted him, 
to ftep forward fin^;;!/; and we determin- 
ed together on writing the well-known 
letter to the king, 1 compofcd this let- 
ter myfelf, which was written without 
much meditation. He carried it to 
the council to read it aloud on the day 
when the king, who was ftill urged re- 
fpeding his fandion, required the minif- 
tcrs to give each of them his opinion 
written and Cgncd, and then went ra- 
pidly on to talk of other affairs. Roland 
leturned home, added a few lines in the 
cover of the letter, and had it put into 
the king's hands on the morning of the 
nth of June, The next day, the 12th, 
about eight o'clock, Servan called on us 
with a gay countenance, '* Give me 
joy," faid he, '* I have had the honour 
to be turned out." " My huftand," 1 re- 
plied, " will foon Ihare the fame fate, 
and I am fomewhat picqued that you 

are 
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are the firft." He told us, that having 
gone that morning to the king for fomc 
private bufinefs, he had talked with hini 
very warmly on the neceflity of the camp 
of twenty thoufand men, if he was real- 
ly in earneft in oppofing the defigns of 
the enemy ; that the king had turned 
his back to him in very ill humour 5 and 
that Dumourier had juft left the war- 
ofBce, where he had gone to take the 
fcals in confequence of an order which 
he carried with him. *' Dumourier ! 
he plays a forry part — but it does not 
furprife me/' The three preceding days 
he had often been at the Thuilleries in 
long conferences with the queen ; and it 
is not amifs to remark, that Baron Car- 
rieve had fome intereft through her wo- ' 
men. Roland hearing that Servan was with 
me, left the perfons to whom he was 
giving audience, learned the news, and 
fent'to invite his colleagues, Dumourier 
excepted, to come to him. 

It 
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It fccmcd proper not to wait to be 
difmifled ; and as Servan's difmifiion had 
taken place, tho!fe who poflcfled the fame 
principles ought to give in their own, 
at leaft unlefs the king would recall Ser- 
van, and difmifs Dumourier, with whom 
they ought never again to fit in council. 
I do not doubt but that if the four mi- 
nillers had behaved in this manner, the 
court would not have been a little cm- 
barraffed to replace them-, thatLaCoftc, 
and Duranthon would have done them- 
fclves credit, and that the bufinefs would 
have been fo much the more interefting 
for the public, as it became fo in a very 
different manner. 

The minifters debated without coming 
to any conclufion, except that they would 
meet again the next day at eight o'clock 
in the morning, and that Roland fliould 
prepare a letter for them. I could ne- 
ver have believed, if circumftances had 
not put me in the way of knowing ir, 
o that 
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ttat judgment and firmnefs of charac- 
ter were fo rare : how few men are there, 
confequcntly, fitted forbufinefs, and how 
much fewer ft ill are formed to govern ! 
Were we to wilh for the union of thefc 
qualities with pcrfedt difintercftednefs, 
we wilh for a Phoenix, almoft impofli- 
ble to find. I am not aftonifhed that 
men above the common ftandard, and 
who are placed at the head of empires^ 
fhould hold moft commonly the human 
race in contempt. It is the almoft necef- 
fary confequence of great knowledge of 
the world ; and in order to avoid the 
errors into which thofe may fall who are 
entrufted with the happinefs of nations, 
there muft be a fund of philofophy and 
of magnanimity not very common. 

The minifters kept their appointment, 
but concluded that it would be better to 
fpeak to the king in perfon than to write 
to him; a meafure which appeared rather 
as an expedient to avoid lofing their places 

than 
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than to come to an explanation* While 
they were yet deliberating, the king fent 
a meflage to Daranthon, the minifter of 
jultice, to go immediately and alone. 
The minifters Roland and Clavieres went 
to wait for him at his hotel. Daran- 
thon returned with a lengthened face 
and hypocritical air, and drew out flowly 
from his pocket a paper containing the 
difiiiiffion of his two colleagues. " You 
have made us wait a long time for our 
liberty,*' faid Roland to him, fmiling, 
and taking the paper : he returned and 
acquainted me with the news, which I 
had well forcfeen. I congratulated him 
on it, and advifed him not to wait till 
the king announced it to the affembly, 
but to do it himfelf J and,fince his majefty 
had taken no advantage of the inftruc- 
tions contained in the letter, to make 
them ufeful^ to the public by publifh- 
ing them himfelf. I faw nothing more 
confiftcnt with the courage of having 
6 written 
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written to him, than firmncfs in fending a 
copy of it to the affembly : in Hearing ] 
of your difmiflion, the affembly will be- 
come acquainted with the caufe of it. 

This idea proved agreeable to my 
hufband, and every one knows the ho- 
nours whicb the affembly conferred on 
the three minifters Servan, Roland, and 
Clavieres ; by declaring that their difmif- 
(ion was accompanied by the regrets of 
the nation ; as well as the applauie be- 
flowed on the letter, which was order- 
ed to be printed and fent into the depart- 



ments.'* 



This citation from madame Roland's 
memoirs will not perhaps be thought too 
long, fince it contains the detail of thofc 
circumftances which precipitated Lewis 
XVI. from the throne, and deftroyed ] 
mortarchy in . France. It is probable 
that at fome future period this fabric 
would have fallen amidft the ftorms of 
popular difcuflions : but its diffolution. 

Vol. II. N had 
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had the conduft of the court been difFereni, 
would have been at leaft more gentle. I 
have already mentioned that madame 
Roland fent me from her prifon certain . 
papers, with a view no doubt, that I 
(hould in fome happier days vindicate her 
memory to the world j and I have till this 
period, when I find xhat many of her pa- 
pers have been preferved, felt the keeneft 
regret, that I was compelled by the late 
languinary fyftem to deftroy thofe in our 
pofleffion without taking a copy, fince to 
have had them difcovercd was^ certain 
death 

Of the account of the conduft of the 
court written by madame Roland, ge- 
neral Servan the only principal aftpr who 
ftiil remains, has given me many illuftra- 
tions* Servan, as minifter of war, had to 
contend not only with the enemies on the 
^frontiers, but with thole much more for- 
midable to the ftate, in the Tuilleries. 
His office compelled him to hold longer 
9 com- 



( 267 ) 

communications with the king than the 
other minifters — if that could be called 
fo which was only a continuecl aitcrcarion 
— His duty prompted him to explain to 
him that his condu£l was precipitating 
himfelf as well as the kingdom to ruin, 
and that t»he whole tenor of it difcovcred 
him to be hoftile to the conftitution, as- 
well as to the interefl: of the ftate. " The 
king feemed at times fo thoroughly 
convinced,*' fays Servan, *^ that 1 deceiv- 
ed myfclf into a belief that the next 
meeting he would affentto the propofi- 
tions offered him : but in the interval he 
had been aflailed and hardened into re- 
fjftance in favour of Auftria, by the 
quten — in favour of the pricfts, by ma- 
dame Elifabeth; fo that it required going 
the fame round of argument to bring 
him again to convidlion. The king 
fometimes appealc4 ^o Servan as know- 
ing, from having been long at court, 
the reftitude of his intentions 5 to which 

Servaa 
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Servan never would aflcnt : on the ron- 
trary, he ifild him that his weaknefs, 
ivhich was criminal, would never be any 
fhield againft thd indignation of the peo- 
ple, who would not enter into diftinc- 
tions.' Sometimes Servan finding no 
good was to be done that day, fat down 
to write till the hour when the council 
broke up, which diftrefled the king ex- 
ceedingly ; who frequently interrupted . 
him^by afking if he was takirtg notes of 
their converfation. No fccrctary was^al- 
iowed, though decreed by the conftitu- 
tution, and repeatedly infiiled on by Ro- 
land and Servan ; the former of whom 
brought his great moroco covered book, 
under his arhi, to the great diverfion of 
Servan, in order to enter the records : but 
the king perfifted in his refufal, and the 
pages remained from the firft to the laft 
iinfullied. 
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